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THE 

P H A R OS. 

N^'XXVI. SATt^RDAY, Feb. 3, 1 78;^. 

J^or thougb pofTeffion be the Undoubted view, ' 
To feize-U far Ms pieafufe than purfue. 

G A K T H. 

SIR, 

r 

WHEN we {ee perfons pofleifed of 
all that we call the good things 
5f this world, yet querulous and difcon- 
tented, we are apt to accufe them of in- 
fenfibility and ingratitude : we thinfe 
how happy we fhould be in their, fitu- 
ation, and almoft grudge them bleffings 
they know not how to ufe* But, I be* 
lieve, it wiH in general be found that 
vojLi II* 6 cur 
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our conclufion is too hafty; that .few 
•people prefer complaint to enjoyment, 
and that were we competently intimate 
widi that which we perhaps envy them, 
we fliould be hardly induced to accept 
it with its inconveniences. 

Of this truth I reckon myfelf an ex* 
ample. I cannot name an ingredient in 
hj^pinefs that I do not poflefs, and yet 
Uot a day paffes without my wilhing I 
could change ftations with fomc one 
much my inferior. I enjoy ail the eafe, 
the luxury, and the liberty that the be- 
loved and only daughter of a gentleman, 
defcended from an zncicnt family, and 
bleffed with a plentifiil jeflate can look 
for. Providence tas bcftowed on me a 
portion of beauty^ which in any one elfe, 
I fhould^dmirp; I have a mind, athirft 
for Icnowledge, and liaye been allowed 
every means of improving it. Infliort, 
no one can boaft better reafons for being 
enamored of this world, for pleafure is 

every 
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every hour foliciting me, and parental 
indulgence prevents even my wiihcs. 

Yet call me not ungrateful till you 
have heard me. The fource of my dif- 
<juiet IS the love of my parents, which 
is ill founded, and ill direfted. It is 
.aot I am fare any quality about me th^ 
-attrafts their regard: it is emulation 
that infpires them ; and fliould this be, 
as it almoft certainly will in the end be, 
difappointed, I fee rmich mifery laid up 
for me^ 

From, the firift hour in which I re- 
cognifed my exiftence, I can remember 
being fhewn to all vifitors at our houfe, 
and commended as a very fine child : 
alt the little boys and girls, in the fu* 
perior families around us, were invited 
to be my play-fellowjs, and my father 
and mother, with a degree of fatisfac- 
tion I could then difcern, foon rendered 
their acquaintance fhy of a competition 
between their children andme. 

B 2 A few 
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A few years procured me the appel- 
lation of a lovely young woman. My 
parents now, ieft I fhould * mar all with 
ftarting/ revealed their views to me, and 
charged me, by a ftudious cultivation 
of my talents, a rapid acquifition of 
every accomplifhmcnt, and by all other 
poi]ible means, to facilitate their de* 
fign of marrying me to fome one of the 
many wealthy gentlemen in our county. 
I cannot, fay my wifhes and their's ex- 
aftly tallied : what I had feen of country 
gentlemen haid, in general, difpleafed 
me : I had a tafte for elegaht not robuft 
amulements ; I had found a female 
friend who occupied every fofter fenfa- 
lion of my foul, and not being natu^ 
rally endued with animation enough to 
be vain, I could have refted contented 
wh'ere I w^. 

The plan of difpofing of me in the 
county was neverthelefs purfued : my 
face was proftituted at ele<ftion-baIl§, 

race- 
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race-balls, aijd in every iruftic aflcmbly, 
and I began to fear I was doomed to 
accept an offer made to my father by a» 
rich boor, when news came from Lon- 
don that my coufin Lucy was on the 
eve of matrimony with an carl.— The 
enamored Squire was thereupon dif- 
ipifled, my cloaths were packed up, and 
the coach and fix ordered to be pre** 
pared for a journey ta London, to which 
ftagnant pool I was now brought to fiih 
for a c<MXKiet« 

; I waA foon ready for exhibition. My 
naother procured me th« poft of bride- 
maid to my coufin,, and was^ delighted 
t£r find that my novel pcrfan drew off 
the attention fronrthc oountefs's. finery* 
I was wearied to death with going to 
public places, and living in a perpetual 
buftle-:-**my eate were al&ilcd by the 
gfoffeft flattery, and my eyes offended 
by the broad ftare they met* 

B 3 Mjf 
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My father had, on our fudden arrival, 
engaged lodgings in a faihionable part 
of the town ; but in a few weeks per- 
ceiving that, pent up as we were in 
ro'oms too fmali for the reception of 
vifitors, we made little progrefe towards 
connexions, he took an enormous great 
houfe, at an enormous great expence, 
for which he confoled himfelf, by fay-' 
ing, that if Bella made her fortune he, 
Ihould have good intereft for his money. 
As foon as wc were fettled we took the 
seyer-failing road to acquaintances ; 
my father gave dinners ; my mother 
routs, concerts, dejeun^s, &c. and we 
had often the felicity of fitting down at 
our own table with twenty perfons of 
whom w^ knew little more than their 
addrefs. 

I and my admirers, that were to bei. 
were now come to clofe quarters ; and, 
hackneyed as I was, I felt an awe over 
me when there was only the width of 

• the 
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the table between me and men of high' 
' rank^ or of diftinguifhed abilities. This^ 
fometimes confined my eyes to my plate, 
and almofl always kept me filent, for 
which 1 was- fure of a huffing when tlic 
vifitors had withdrawn : I was told it 
was in vain to think of making my for- 
tune, if 1 would neither Ihcw my face 
nor ufe my tongue. To encourage mcr 
to exhibition, I was made to fquall and"' 
rfirum the piano forte to my Lord and Sir 
Harry, and my good parents congratu* 
feted thcmfelves with thinking; I was ixt 
the way to be talked' of» 

But all thefe endeavors procuring me* 
no particular addrefles in the courfe of 
two' winters, I was lugged to the water* 
ing places till I am fure people mufl. have 
hated the fight of my phiz ; and my fa- 
ther, firmly perfuaded that I had not the 
art of introducing my felf to notice, was at 
the trouble ef accompanying me to every 
crowd I fqueezed into. All his acquaint 
B 4 tance- 
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tanccwereaiked if they had feen Bella : if 
they replied in the negative, I was fetched 
to be (hewn like a puppy-dog. 1 hav« 
many times bit my lips almoft through 
with vexation at this degrading, intrufion 
on the public gaae, and have often feigned 
myfelf iick to avoid fo h^uttiliating a 
fituatioa. To aid my perfonal attrac- 
tions to all my father's verbal advertife- 
ments of me, he never failed to add 
that. he would give me 2Qi,ooot. down 
on th^ day of my marriage-*— an article 
of information, which, in thp minds of 
all fenfible men, muft have produced ^ 
refolution, that a million of money 
fliould never tempt them to accept ^ 
wife who had been fo hawked about. 

1 had by this time reached my nine- 
teenth birth-day, and hitherto my cpufin 
the counteis^s name had been ufed as a 
ftimulatlve to my endeavors : now it 
became a term of reproach. My pa- 
rents wouldj, as! moved acrofs the room> 

aik 
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aft each other, what co«uld be the caCife 
of my having fo much worfe kick tharv 
my coufin, who was ht from handfome^ 
and very fiightly accompli(hed : they 
would then upbraid me with having 
fomething irtdifcernibk to them, cither 
ia niy: deportment, or converfation,. 
which kept the men at a diftance : I 
was eajoioted to alter my rftanner, and u> 
put: my felf forward t my jewels were* 
new fee agalnfli the approatchiftg winter : 
I* was fent unafked to vifit my right 
hcroorable coiufin, that I might learn her 
attraftioas; aaidt evety thing fti^t of 
putting- me up to puWio a^ftioa wks. 
Awe — —and d^e^ineflfeftually ; for the 
ftuniner fo«nd me* in the fta^^tos autumoi 
had left m» ia. • 

It would: be tedioiis m receunt the 
various fcbeme^ that have' been purfuedf 
in b0^ of makiflg my fortune (a phfafe 
Fain fick of hearing).- I have been ex- 
pofed like a wild bcaft in the moft fre- 
B 5 q[uented 
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quefiied cities and towns on the conti- 
nent, St almoft every fcene of diffipa- 
tipn in Europe, and at an expence which, 
but for the authority that direded it,. J 
Ihould go mad to think on, have been 
rendered ridiculous and wretched. 

Our politics are now at a ftand : I am 
turned of twenty-five. My father and 
mother feem nearly defperate, and I 
' hope will fpare me the pain of telling 
them I can no longer endure fuch hu- 
miliating kindnefs. In the courfe they. 
have adhered to thejr have dcprived^mc 
of the pleafures of fociety — ^the men. 
hate me, and the women defpife me. 

Difcontent, mumiuring,and reproaches 
for having neglefted what it was not in 
my power to do, I muft learn to bear 
patiently. I have, I perceive, forfeited 
jtiuch parental love by failing in this 
important pointy it would grieve me to 
relinquiih tlie fmalleft particle of ge- 
nuine affedion, but for that regard 

which 
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which is to be proportioned to the rank 
I iraife myfelf to,, I own I am not very 
folicitouSr 

For the benefit of others in my fitu^ 
ation, which I ain inclined to think by" 
no means unique^ allow me to indulge 
in a few reflexions on ity and to aik 
tliofe parents who are ambitious in the 
way I have defcribed> whetherthey really 
think their daughters happineft depends-- 
on their marrying to a* title or a coroi 
net— or indeed on their marrying at all.- 
Had I a daughter whofe peace of mind 
was as dear, to me as it ought to be,.!- 
would not difluade her from matrimonyy. 
but I nev^r would urge her to it ;. for- 
the virtues of the prefent age are not 
fuch as-embellifli conjugal- life^ A wo-- 
man mufl:.wink.liard5,or have l^^ftmucte* 
of the original purity of her mind> who 
ventures to. yoke, herfelf with any one: 
of nine-tenths of our- men of falhioa,* 
xank or fortune : thefe are not times ta^be 
Bd fqueam*' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



12 THE WIAROS. [No. XXVI. 

fqueamifli: — If my lord can be pre- 
vailed on to renounce his miftreft, when 
he becomes a hufband^ it is all that can 
be expeded : — that he never Ihould have 
kept one is a point not to be infifled on 
by a fair candidate for wedlock. 

There ^re fome young women fo 
foitmed, or endowed by nature, as with 
very IKght recommendations, and very 
moderate capacities and acquifitions to 
attrad regard, and thefe generally will 
be found, if they will fpeak fincercly, 
to place their fummumbonum in marriage, 
and to look forward to it as the ultimate 
parpofe of moft of their adions. — There 
a:re others, who, with well informed 
and elegantly cultivated minds, Ihall pafs 
through the world unnoticed by the 
fingle men, yet beloved and refpedted by 
ail that are not on the fcent ; and fiich 
have other ebjeds in- view :f-wnany erf 
them^ would accept matrimony if it pre- 
feated itfelf to them exadly in the focm 

painted 
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painted on their imagination, that is to 
fay, were it accompanied by good fenfe^ 
good affeiftions, and unftained conduft, 
and did it promife connubial friendfliip ; 
but not one of the clafs 1 fpeak of would 
ptrfs the threihold to invite Hymen to 
ftop. 

But fuppofing a parent thinks it his 
duty to feek the advantageous eftablifh- 
ment of his cfaughter, can it pbflibly be • 
fatisfadorily effefted by the means ufed * 
to difpofe of me ? — whatever is con- 
fbitttly or often feen * palls upon the fenfe% 
and fome degree of difficulty in obtain- 
ing, has ev^F been deemed heceffary to 
the full enjoymei^t of pofleftion.— What 
chgiKe then fhould I have flood for hap- 
plnefs had I been mirried to a man tired 
of gazing on me, fenfible of the arts 
made ufe of to fell me, ind p^fhaps 
difguiied with th6 forW^dhefs he had 
witnelfed, but w^iich- nothing cduLd 
convince him- wa§ ttot natural to me ? 

A friend 
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A friend of mine once afked a lad\v 
whofe good fortune in difpofing of her 
daughters has been eminent to a degree 
of wonder, how flie contrived to marry 
them fa well — towhici^ ftie replied— 
Ry not contriving at all about it— and, 
indeed, I bdlieve her fuccefs was pro- 
moted by this abfence of anxiety. She 
made her daughters defirable compa- 
nions, and flie trufted to Providence for 
the event; but where the conduft of a 
parent manifefts extreme folicittide on 
this head| it excites the contempt of the 
libertine,, and puts fober men on their 
guard. As there are few cafes where 
wedlock is abfolutely neceflary to the 
comfort of a viriuous daughter, it cer- 
tainly muft raife unfavorable fufpicions 
when a father is by implication offering 
her to every man he fees* I proteft I^ 
Ihould fuppofe either that the lady's 
reputation needed a fahx^y or that the: 
old gentleman feared a gazetting,-. 

. My 
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My garrulity requires an apology, but 
I have alrendy too much tranlgrcfled 
on your patience, therefore beg leave 
to fubfcribe royfelf. 

Your very obedient admirer, 

ArabsLla Sikgke. 
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La politefTe n'infp're pas toujou*^!, la bente^ l!e* 
quite, la complaifiince, la gratitude: ille e» 
donne au moins le^ apparences^ et fait paroitre 
rhomme au-dehors comme il devroit etre inteii* 
curement* 

£a Bruyere. 

POLITENESS has been defined 
to be an abridgmeat of every good 
qualit)'', but it was, I prefume, the po- 
litenefs of the laft age* That pradtifed 
in the prefent, deferves a very different 
definition ; and may, I think^ be called 
a temporary imitation of every good 
quality. 

That uniform fteady politenefs which 
makes a man equally defirous to fliew his 
good-will towards his fellow-creatures,, 
and unwilling to, give pain, is an accom- 
plilhment as unlike that aimed at among 
MS as tin is to filver. The one is innate 

and" 
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and permanent, the other acquired and 
fludtuating :— no education can give the 
former, no rufticity can conceal it ; but 
the latter depends on the dancipg-maf- 
ter, and exifts only in the halo of a 
palace. 

As there are fome individuals on whofe 
perfons all inftrudtion is beftowed in 
vain, who, had they been the fcholars 
of Guido, would never have had an 
idea of grace ; who in fpite of the fplen- 
dor with which they are furrounded, 
ftnd the titles heaped on them, are ftill 
clowns, fo arc there fome in the loweft 
ranks of mainkind, who, in their meaneft 
occupations, difcover not only grace but 
dignity* — ^Who has not feen a peer of 
the realm with a deportment that would 
0nly become his footman ? or what at- 
tentive obfervcr can fay he never faw a 
fcavcnger or coal-porter, whofe natural 
addrefs would not have difcredited a 
much higher ilation ? 

But 
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But external condudt is but one branch^ 
of poKtenefs : there . is a politenefs of 
the mind which Ihould precede this. He 
who profeffes his wiQi to ferve me (hould 
feel that wifti at his heart ; he wha con- 
doles with me muft have in his veins 
^ the milk of human kindnefs/ or elfe 
his offers and his fympathy are only the 
cant of that fort of good-breeding which 
implies every thing, and generally mean* 
nothing. 

For the birth of thcfe rejfledbions I am 
indebted to a recent inftance of good- 
breeding in a nobleman of very high rank,^ 
who is every day extolled as a model of 
courtly elegance, and pf whofe claim 
to the charadter of a gentleman, or a 
i^ian of humane difpofition, I will leave 
my readers to judge, when I have laid 
before them the following letter, which^ 
on enquiry, I find to contain matter ©£ 
faft. 

S I R> 
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MY fituation in life is that of an opu- 
lent, and I hope refpedtable trader. A 
few months ago declining health made 
a Vilit to a watering-place in Somerfet^- 
Ihire neceflary for me ; and as I love my 
family, and wifhed to gratify them, I 
took my wife and daughters with mc. 
The place was fo filled with invalids^ 
and thofe who came to (hare the inva* 
lids* amufements, that there was no 
choice of lodging. We were accom- 
modated in a iecond floor, and that un« 
der us was inhabited by a family of the 
firft diftinftion. The journey was nearly 
fatal to me, but I began to mend foon 
after my arrival : and Ihould, I believe, 
in a few weeks have been able to return 
to my compting-houfe could I have en- 
joyed the comfort of fleep, bur it was 
the cuftom of my lord and the ladies to 
tegin a concert gt midnight, and when 

thus 
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thus difturbed I could reft no more that 
night. Imagining the firft time that it 
was accidental, and being unwilling to 
give offence trf my fuperiors, and thofc 
who were tenants prior tomyfelf, I bore 
it: — the following night I hoped it 
could not be their conftant pra<Stice, and 
again fubmitted to it, but in the morn* 
ing I learnt that this unfeafonable amufe-^ 
meht had continued ever fince they took 
the lodgings. As the chief bleffing erf 
my life, my health, was at ftake, i took 
the liberty in a very humble: card to re* 
queft his lordlhip to alter the hour of his 
concert : to this I recedvcd. na anfwer^ nof . 
was the cuftom given up. My wifSe next 
applied to the ladies— they gave them- 
felves airs- — ^they knew nothingabcut tt-i^ 
my lord was from homeland the womaa 
muft call agaiii in the aftemooo. 

To this my fpirit would not ftoop* 
It is foreign to my purpofe to tell you 
how I revenged myfelf, :but if I iup». 

prefs 
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prcfs it you may fuppofe I ftill fubtnitted. 
As I knew the confequence of this mid- 
night revelry was, that the gentlefolks 
lay in bed till noon, I made one of our 
family fervants, whenever there was mu- 
fic at night, the next morning fcrub one 
of the floors over their flteping-rooms, 
with, as much noife as fuch an operation 
could occafion. Regard for their own 
peace did what humanity had failed in : 
the concert foon ceafed, and I flood 
very willingly all the complaints the 
ladies uttered to i:hofe from whom they 
knew I (hould hear thjem^ of the mifery 
of living under tke iame roof with pe^ 
pie who kept CJheapfide hours^. 

My rev^ng^ was a digre£Gon. It was 
my bufinefs to remark the compatibility 
of modern good-breeding and inhuma- 
nity. I am fatisfied from good autbo- 
rityj that I was-not a marked viilim of 
his lordlhip's rudenefs, for his behaviour 
is capricious to all^ and often intolera- 
bly 
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bly infolent ; but yet who dreffes, who 
dances, who bows, who fimpers fo ad- 
mirably, fo gracefully, fo graciouily as 
this diftinguiflied nobleman ? 

I am, S I R^ 

Your's, &c. 

^ A Plebeian. 

The foregoing letter I would have 
fuppreffed as being perfonal, but confi- 
dering that a ftranger to the fad: could 
not apply it, and that thofe who were 
informed of it already knew as much as 
they would learn from it^ I conceived it 
would do no harm, and might remind 
fome one or other of the incongniity 
it points out. — An incongruity fo un- 
becoming the Englifh character, and 
produftive of fo much pain, that nothing 
tending to difcourage it can be deemed 
futile. 

There 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I^o. XXVIL] THE PHAROS. 23 

There are fome fefts and bodies of 
men who have a fort of myftic jargon 
unkitelligiblc, at leaft in its right fenfe, 
to perfons not initiated. This corporate 
infcrutability is common among our 
high-bred people, and is generally called^ 
faying one thing and meaning another : 
they know what they intend by their 
%vords, and their pradice is regulated 
by this knowledge ; but to one of the 
plodders in the beaten track of fincerity, 
it makes them appear diffembling hy- 
pocrites. It has likewife an efFedt ftill 
more pernicious, for it deceives fre- 
quently. — ^Many an artlefs girl have I 
feen tempted to intimacy by the urgent 
goodnefs of a lady of fuperioi; rank, 
who has foon found that fhe had erred 
lefs had flie only curtfied, and fimpcred, 
ahd difbelieved all the fine things her 
ladylhip faid. And often have I been 
jreproved for long abfence, when in my 

heart 
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heart I was convinced it was more ac* 
ceptable than my viiits. 

A ftrange kind of ignorance is an at- 
tribute of fafhionable good-breeding* 
A gentleman is invited by another to a 
dinner-party — he is introduced to his 
friend's wife, who behaves with winning 
affability, and by that fort of modifh 
eafe which, accompanied by fincerity, 
would be very amiable, Ihe foon obli- 
terates from his memory the novelty of 
their acquaintance. In doing the ho- 
nors of the table, (he accepts his <»flferai 
afliftance, and repays him with abun- 
dance of fmiles. Perhaps in rfip even- 
ing, at her particiilar requfeft^ he makes 
a fourth at a whift-table : — ^Ihe jexp^effes 
herfelf much indebted to him, as her 
hufband had ioforcaed her he never 
played when he could avoid it-— tells 
him all the little diificulties that arofe 
in adjufting her party, and how diftrcfled 
Ihe ihould have been without his aid :— 

he 
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h& takes his leave^ and pleafes him<' 
felf with thinking he has formed an 
agreeable intimacy. 

Well now — who would not imagine 
that thefe two perfons muft become fo- 
ciable acquaintance? — No— good-breed- 
ing forbids it. — They meet the next 
evening at Ranelagh : the gentleman 
approaches, bows, and offers to fpeak :— 
flie, in the centre of a line of what flie 
calls her friends, curtfies <J Ja latiere ; 
prefents him with a repelling vacant 
flare, that fays, I know you not ; — paffes 
on, ana giggles with her elbow-neigh- 
bours. — But ihould this identical gen* 
tleman be again invited to dine, fup, 
or fpend an evening, as he will be in 
the courfe of Whom^ we muft ajk before we 
go out of towHy he will find madam as 
captivating as at firft — flic will recog- . 
nife him as . an old acquaintance, with, 
perhaps, a promife that (he fliall never 
forget his charity in making up the 
whill-table. 

VOL. II. C The 
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The rcafoa of this abfurd eotuhiA is, 
tiiat the foundatioa of modern civility^ 
is not urbanity, but a defire of fame- 
fame of a particular fpecies, for no one 
cares how rude they are ija a diird place, 
but at home they wilh to acquire the 
character of polite — they are ftudious to 
haveitfaid they do the honors elegantly. 
This defire of fame is not wholly for its 
own fake : there is another latent pur- 
pofe. The more agreeable they render 
their houfes the greater refort they draw, 
and who does not know that abesre half 
of the felicity of bon Ion depends on living 
in a croud? — But furely they cannot 
think politenefs more attraftive for being 
local or temporary. 

Much has often been faid of the man- 
ners of perfons of noble family as be- 
fpeaking their nobility. I have often 
heard it afierted that a gentleman or 
lady of really high-birth might be dif- 
covered by the extreme courtefy of their 
behaviour, whereas in plebeians, or 

thofe 
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thofe nearly raifed from that order, there 
is a felfifti difregard to be obferved 
which evinces vulgarity. I believe time 
was when this was very true; but that 
time is 1 fear no longer. Stfme remains 
of that valuable accomplifhment, called 
old-faftiioned good manners, are occa- 
fionally to be met with in perfons verging 
towards the decline of life ; but let no oiw 
expeft it whei^ the party is under forty* 
The generality o( out young people in 
high-life will be found to behave in a 
manner that, were it not for their titles, 
t)r fortunes, would be deemed infijlent 
and faucy^ A lady may fall down a 
flight of ftairs without any gentleman's 
interpofingto fave her, and a gentleman, 
unlefs recommended by a cockade, or a 
fword-knot, may fpeak twice to a lady 
without her vouchfafing him a reply* 
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.Reft not under the expired merits of othen, 
ihinc by thpfc of thy own. 

^ir Thomas Browne* 

^ I R, 

I WAS lately invited to fpend a few 
days at the houfeof Mr. BtAzoK, a 
gentleman of confiderable eftate in York- 
fliire. Our acquaintance arofe from an 
accident, for having fome bufinefs to 
tranfad with him rn London for another 
perfon ; he, upon finding^that my name 
was *****, immediately afked me if I 
was * * * * *sof the North or Weft-riding. 
I replied that my family was originally 
fettled in the Weft-riding ; he then 
took me by the hand, declared his hap- 
pinefs in meeting me, told me my fa- 
mily was as ancient, and as honorable as 
iiny in the county i and infifted that whea 

1 next 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 

.J 



No. XXVIII.] THE PHAROS. 2^ 

I next came into it I ihould vifit him at 
Blazon-hall. 

He was fo urgent, that I could not 
avoid promifing to accept his kindnefs> 
though I found little in him that at- 
tached me, and am naturally Ihy of 
making fudden intimacies ; and accords 
kigly, when I next fleered toward my 
native country I made Blazon-hall in my 
way. 

Upon my arrfvallwas ftruek with the 
venerable appearance of a very ftately 
manlion : the ftyle of the architedture 
flhewed it had weathered the reformat 
tion ; it was now much out of repair^ 
uninhabitably fo, I conceived it,, and 
imagined it flood only becaufe its pof- 
felTor confidered it as deriving, fandity 
from its antiquity,. 

But this I foon learnt was the prefentj 

dwelling-houfe,. and here I was received 

with all the hofpitality of the time whea 

k was built. Mr. Blazon protefted a- 

C 3. gainft 
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gaiaft my fervants or horfes being fent 
away — it would be an irreparable difgrace 
lo his family — ^his ftables could accom- 
modate a troop of horfe, and nothing 
belonging to fo refpeftable a vifitor, as 
now honored his roof, (hould be enter- 
tained elfewhere. 

I was (hewn into a largo antique apajrt- 
ment in a ftate of miferable deeay, where 
I was introduced to Mrs. Blazon, ^d 
the young gentlemen and ladies^*^e-^^,^ 
jeAion fat on the countenance of the 
lady of the houfe, and uncouth rufti^ 
city marked her off-fpring. We fat 
down-— my hoft gave m© the hiftory of 
his n\anfion, who built it, who had oc^ 
cupied it, who had befieged, and who de» 
fended it ^ at the end of which narration 
feeming warmed by the recoUedioA bis 
occafional biographical digreffions ex- 
cited, he rofe, and telling me, if I 
loved hiftory, he could ent^tain me, 
deiired me to follow htm. I obeyec^ 

and 
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and was led through bed-chambers, 
kitchens, halls, atid courts, light and 
dark paffages, to an entrance which be- 
fpoke a modern edifice.— Here flopping 
on a fudden, — Sir, faid Mr. Blazon, I 
have been at the expenee of building 
this gallery fot a very grand purpofe, for 
wKich my poftef ily will be ift the higheft 
degree indebted to me ^— then paufing-,> 
be puU^ from his pocket a large bvmeli 
cokeys, and wit& an air of nK)re folemn 
importaiKre tkaa I can convey an idea of, 
put one into the lock aftd turtied if. He 
entered, I followed, and found myfelf in 
3 large lofty room hung with many por- 
traits, fome in modern dreffes, fome in 
jmcient, and fome inr armor. 

I was about to enquire whom thefe 
paintings were defigned to commemo- 
f ate, when my Cicerone began his lec- 
ture. — Sir, faid he, I may, without va- 
nity, congratulate you on having now on 
9tU fides of you, fome of the gfeateS: 
C 4 men 
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men that ever lived. — You, Sir, are of 
an ancient family as well as myfelf — the 
Blazons and the * * * * *s may (hew 
their pedigree againft any, north or 
fouth of the Tweed. — I am therefore 
fure. Sir, it muft give you pleafure to 
fee the pains I have taken to keep up the 
refped: due to family; for let me tell 
you, it is not making this fellqw an earl, 
and that a duke, that will render them 
our equals — let them produce their pe- 
digree, my good friend, and ftiew fuch 
a fucceflion as I can, and then I, will 
fay, — my lord, or your grace, the king 
has done great things for you ; but for 
the beft coronet in his treafury I would 
not lofe the appellation^ of an ancient 
gentleman to be called a new-made 
peer. — Thefe Mr. ***** I fhould 
have told you are my aUceftors, at leaft 
as many of them as exift on canvas-— • 
there is not a link wanting in the pedi- 
gree — that I keep fafe in this iron cheft 

fcrewed 
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fcrewed to the floor. — This cane, con- 
tinued he, taking up a fmall: ftick of 
that fort which I had not yet noticed,. I 
keep to point out to mjr friends the- 
portrait I would diredt their attentionr 
t^; and wtwthlefs zs it appears in the* 
eyes of fuch as do not refpeft antiquity^ 
and long pofleffion>. I would not part 
with it for my lord mayor^s^piaee; This* 
cane,. Sir,, belonged to my father's* 
great-grandfather, Thomas Blazon, who 
was an adjutant in the king's army at 
tfce battle of Edgehill,. and with this 
very cane,. Sir, he ufed* to enforce his: 
KgimentaL orders.— But now let us turft? 
our attention to-the poryaits*. 

Lwas now dinned witlfc— this is^my fa^ 
ther, and this my mother ;, this is m^ 
uncle, and this my aunt, &c. &c. witl> 
an acre of pedigree to each name, am 
enumeration of the families into which 
fifth and fixth coufins had 'married, . ant 
account of all the admirers each, lady 
C i. ha(£ 
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bad had, and of .whatever had diftin** 
guifhed the gentlemen. 

At length we araved at an old fbldier; 
he happened to have fliared the honors 
of the capture of Terouenne, though, 
by what I could karn, in a very humble 
department ; but what rendered him ftill 
more remarkable^ ^nd lef& a favourite^ 
than the reft with his pious progenitor, 
was^ that he firft difcontinued th^ &^ 
mily praftice of ftylixig themfclves ^ 
Ka^on. 

In about three hours we finiflied with- 
Walter de Blazon^ the founder of the 
pace^ who was, if the genealogy i» 
faithful, harbinger to William Rufus. 
I expreffed my aftonifliment at the anti- 
quity of the portrait; an oil-painting of 
that date, would have been a far greater 
curiofity than any thing I h^d feen, ex- 
cepting my illuftrious condudor ; but i 
was informed, that as to have fet out in 
his feries of portraits^ with a chafm, 

would 
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would kavc been uncouth^ he had em^ 
ployed a paintei to fabricate a genefatiocb 
ar two— the drcfs, fakJ he, we could eafily 
adjuft ; and as for the features I made tW 
painter ftudy the fiamily eharader of 
countenance^ and confider the adioca 
q( thofe be painted, and I dare fay the^Q 
would be found very tolerable likefteiBt»# 
After 2^ df cfettnatieiif ottth« depravity 
•f modefiu opifiion,> wheiv riches wcro* 
fo iDueb more efteemed than family, I; 
Isoped my penance wa« at; an end.— A 
penance whiclv had been fingularty gyiev-^ 
eus of its kind, for I coukl nett hav^ 
thought it poffible that fo little. wonK 
notiag could have been coUe<%ed^or that 
£0 maay generationsrihould have pafled^ 
away without one perfon having, baecom^ 
fkmous any whe(e b«t at home*. I did: 
not at alt difcover that the blood which 
flowed ia ^ veins^ of the Blazons was 
better than that of the reft of the world. 
They had been for many yea^s paft buD 
C 6. fimple 
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fimple country gentlemen, and, in the 
earlier times, like the reft of the gentry 
of this kingdom, foldiers ; yet of thefe 
no great exploits have been tranfmitted : 
they had lived, they had married, they 
had died, and had it not been for my 
friend's infirmity they had been for- 
gotten. 

We now adjourned to the dining- 
room. I had almoft gazed away my 
appetite, and well it was that I had done 
fo, for here were no figns of the Blazoa 
hofpitality. We fat down to a meal, not 
only homely but fcanty : — as the He- 
bridian traveller fays, ^ t believe they 
caught a fowl and killed it/ — ^To in- 
troduce myfelf colloquially to Mrs. Bla* 
zon, I remarked on the fpacioufnefs of 
the gallery we had vifited, and from her 
reply coUe&ed that this mania of her 
hufband's was an obftacle to her peace, 
and this new eredion iht caufe of the 
frugality I witneffed. 

Feeling 
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Feeling myfelf little inclined to bear 
^ith good*humor a fpecies of folly that 
in its confequences was melancholy, and 
too plainly perceiving that the exertion 
made to entertain me would require the 
atonement of many a meagre day, I 
withilood all Mr. Blazon's urgency, and 
purfued my journey the fame evening ; 
and, at the inn where I put up at for the 
night, learnt that he and his pidture-gal- 
lery fumiihed mirth for the whole ridings 
while the unprovided ftate of his wife 
and children excited univerfal pity and 
indignation. 

Your, &c. 
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Nor with the guiky world upbuud 
Tke fintuaet of a wntch hurvfd. 

Mao&s* 

THERE IS na point of moralitf 
that fcems to be left in a ftate fo 
Bmfccided as the qrreftioH — How far 
©ught we to be kind to the vicious-?— 
The rigid moralift replies, kind to the 
vkiotts .^ — Let no kindnefs be fhewn to 
tibem, for in proportion as you are kind 
to them you Feflcn the peculiar tempta- 
tions to a courfe of virtue r take away 
the, infamy and contumely annexed to 
fin, and you encourage the pradtice of 
it. Virtue is not to^ be attained to but, 
by a perfeverance, which nature every 
hour oppofes, nor can it be purCued 
without a painful energy.. The path of 
vice on the contrary is attradtive. 

5 Smooth the defcenti and eafy is the way/ 

She 
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She rewards her votaries with inftant 
pleafure, and allures them with variety : 
flie places her punifliments at the fame 
diftance as virtue holds her rewards : flie 
draw» a veil before them, and induftri* 
oufly banishes the remembrance of them.. 
If, therefore, by kindnefs you take away 
her reproach, you remove the only im- 
pediment Ihe meets with in the world. 

T0O well founded is this argument of 
f^vere morality, and yet cafes do fome- 
tknes arife in which a fteady adherence 
to this doftrine has lanaentable effefts. 
But let us hear the advocate of com- 
paffion.— Far be k from me, fays he; to 
kflen in any way the authority of virtue . 
1^ punifliments of this world are in* 
ftiiSted on the wicked, doubtlefs for the 
wifeft, the moft merciiul purpofes : they 
may, perhaps, refcue the fufferer from 
eternal perdition, and they may dehort 
jodiersfromtheruinous^track. ShouMthe 
2xm oi impotent ma» be Wretched forth 

3UJ 
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to ward the blow, the Ahuighty may, im 
juft vengeance, with-hold the falutary 
chaftifement^ and at the laft confign him 
to the mifery his beneficence would have 
averted. Here then the interference ofl 
human pity terminates in cruelty But, fon 
this reafon, muft we be entirely deaf to the 
woes, the namelefs woes of the vicious >' 
—Woes for which they can hope no re- 
drefs, from which there is no flight, and 
which the flings of confcience are every^ 
moment aggravating— Ihall the wretcfc 
be fufiered to defpair while we look oa- 
and moralife on his calamities ? ,Na 
fiirely,. In the jufUce and power of God. 
we confide, that he will never punifli usc 
for well-intentioned errors, nor fufFer us' 
to thwart his divine will.# The blefEngs 
of this tranfitory life are,. by the Great 
Parent of Nature,, defigned for all : hia 
infliftions frequently call. forth the latent 
virtues of fellow-beings : — let then evety 
fpecics of human kindnefs be exerted 

with 
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with equal earneftnefs for every one : 
let us. not make diftin6tions our Creator 
has not pointed out. Were his light or 
his rain with^held from the dwelling or 
the field of the unrighteous, we would 
obey the heavenly injunction ; but while 
the world is the common inheritance of 
the juft and of the unjuft, let us confider 
ourfelyes as related to all, and obliged 
indifcriminately to every adt of huma- 
nity. 

To this latter argument the fympa- 
thifing mind fpontaneoufly affents ; but 
the moment in which we regulate our 
praftice by it, proves it repugnant to 
fome natural and eftablifhed principle. 
In fhort, let us follow the dictates either 
of feverity or compaflion, I fee not how 
to avoid in one cafe the cehfure of our 
own hearts, in the other that of the 
ftcadieft though the auftere friends of 
virtue. 
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It is remarkable that the loudeft cla- 
mors are ever excited by kiadnefs (hewn 
to fuch wretched females as have for- 
feited their charafter of chaftity ; and 
indeed the clafs of vicious, who arc ta 
be wholly Ihunned, appears to me to be 
compofed erf* fuch without any mix- 
ture — No one thinks himfelf contami- 
nated by aflbtciating with the Eaft^Iodian 
plunderer, the ufturer, nor the rich vil- 
lain of any fpecies — he vifits him, he 
partakes his fumptuous baoiquet uncenv 
iVured ai^d unlufpe&ed; but fhouki a 
woman of \mimpeached purity be feem. 
%e enter the dopr of one of dubious cha- 
rader, or known to have been kind evea 
in fecret to a fraii fifter, Ihc would from 
tJiat nynnent be fiamped, if not as a 
fellow^cf iminal, as an imprudent friend 
to immorality. 

That this ftriifbiefs is proper and ne« 
ceffary, 1 readily admit — ^much of the 
happinefs of fociety depends on the 

virtue 
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virtue and the reputation of the female 
part of it ; but I cannot think it ought 
to fuperfede the duty of charity, nor 
thit it is in any degree juftifiable to 
oblige oui' wives and daughters to a£k 
in direft oppolition to our Saviour's 
daftrines, which always inculcate the 
difchargc rf out duty towards God and 
our neighbor, without regard to the 
cenfure of the world. 

The young, the bejwrtiiful, the wealthy 
Ci^AKA has facrtficed her peace cm the 
akar o£ popular -opinion. A favorite 
female fervant, educated with her, and 
of whofe many excellent qualities fhc 
had the teftimony of experience, whom 
fimilarity of age made her love as a 
fitter, and difparity of circumftances as 
a daughter; this happy dependent has 
been the dupe of fpecious promifes and 
illicit love. In all the horror of remorfe 
and dtfpair (he unbofomed her grief to 
her kind miftre&jt and requetted that a 

feparation. 
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reparation, worfe to her than death itfelfi 
might fave her from approaching in- 
famy. Clara heard her with emotions 
truly Chriftian, fhe wept with her, fhe 
bemoaned her mifery, and finding in the 
offender fuch a degree of penitence as 
made farther rcprehenfion not only un- 
neceflary but dangerous, flic promifed 
her her aid ; but on the way in which 
flie fliould be difpofed of, it was fit thafi 
an old maiden ^nt of Clara's, whofe 
advice ihe was always guided by in do- 
meftic concerns, ftiould be confulted.— 
Do with her ? fays Penelope, when her 
niece had finiflied the melancholy re- 
cital,, fend her packing inftantly,. or the 
world will cry out on you for harbouring 
ftrumpets — think of fcreening fuch a 
flut truly ? — I would not keep her an 
hour — you will have all your maids 
do fo, and though you fay you could 
make a reafon for fending her to a rela- 
tion in the country^! warrant it will not 

be 
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be long a fecret, and when it is difco- 
vered you will be thought little better 
than your favorite.-r-Your fituation is 
particularly delicate — ^the eyes of all the 
world are on you, and one falfc ftep, 
even in your family government, may 
ruin your reputation forever— befide the 
girl has done wrong, and ought to fmart 
for it; fo, as you value my favor, or 
regard your dttty -to me, I charge you 
to difmife kcu 

The injunflion of a dying parent, that 

Penelope's experienced prudence (hould 

•ever controul Ciara's will in matters of 

icondud:, made her niece fubmit — Ihe 

nrequefted her aunt to do what, had all 

4he pofleffed in the world been at flake, 

her young' and fufceptible heart could 

not have done — to tell this wretched fa^ - 

vorite her doom — ^but let her not, faid 

Clara, leave my houfe borne down by 

the added weight of poverty — let my 

purfe accompany her difmiffion from my 

favor 
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favor — ^Tliis would be fine juftice truly^ 
£ud ftge Penelop^-^with imc hand I am 
to thruft her out at the door^ and with 
the other fill her lap with gold— ^No, 
leave the affair wholly to mc — ^In tears 
Clara yielded — O what would Ihe now not 
give that (he had not ? — for, in the en* 
fuing day, the olyed of her pity and 
compelled feverity, after declaring in 
indelible charaders that the unexpe£ted 
cruelty of her miftrefs had funk her t<> 
defpondency, finilhed her temporal mi- 
feries by poifon* 

The law axiom that the extent of 
juftice is extreme cruelty, holds out an 
admirable leflbn : a lefibn which all wh^ 
adl on principles of juftice, and who do 
not in punilhing oficnders, feck the gra- 
tification of their owit private pa£Eon% 
will gladly learn. The rod of power 
fhould be felt, and the common good 
Irequires that it be often feverely felt by ^ 
Cofttemners or traD%reffiirs of the law; ' 

but 
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but it was never intended that lofs of 
life ihould be a concomitant punifhment 
implied but not expreffed : whatever, 
therefore, hazards fuch a confequence 
muft be deemed injuftice : we know, or 
rather we know not, to what extremes 
del^air will urge a wretch — had the cul- 
prit I have adduced as an inftance Ihewn 
no figns of penitence or remorfe, that 
Icverity which would awaken her con- 
fcience had then, and only then, been 
wholefonie. — May none, in Clara's fitu- 
ation, be ill advifed as Claral — ^May 
none, by the fuggeftions of their own 
paffions, realize to themfelves her irre- 
mediable anguifh. 

It was the lot of Beatrice to live 
immediately over-againft the miftrefs of 
a nobkman in one of the fafliionable 
ftreets of London : of what rank or occu- 
pation her neighbor was, could not have 
been inferred from the appearance of 
the houfe, or its inhabitant, for (he lived 

in 
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in external decency, and in humble 
privacy. It happened that Beatrice ac- 
cidentally learnt that this neighbor was 
dangeroufly ill, and of a difeafe which 
Beatrice herfelf had ftruggled through, 
and from which (he thought her pre- 
vious experience could in fome degree 
relieve her : flie accordingly communi- 
' cated her recipe to one of the fervants, 
and the next day received, from the fick 
perfon, a very earned requeft to fee her. 
With this ftie readily complied ; during 
a fortnight, which terminated the life'of 
her new acquaintance, fhe was pundual 
in vifiting her, and at the hour of her 
death was ch eared by. the confoiatory 
hope, that her attendance and ferious 
exhortation had facilitated her repen- 
tance, and done m,uch towards making 
the peace of this (inner — ^but Beatrice 
foon after found, that unlefs (he was 
proof againft flight and infult (he muft 
quit that part of the town. — ^Her mind, 

t^LUght 
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taught her^ that the purchafe (he bad 
made was cheap, (he had forfeited worth- 
lefs regard, but flie had, perhaps, con* 
duced to the falvation of a fellow-crca*- 
ture. 

Now, left malice or ignorance Ihould 
mifconftrue or mifunderftand me, let 
me explicitly ftate how far my argument 
reaches. I recommend no intercourfe 
with perfons of impeached or fufpeded 
charafter : — as I would ftiun a peftilence,^ 
I would Ihun the houfe or fociety of 
thefe, and all other children of fin ; but 
when compaffion, calls on me to alleri- 
ate perfonal misfortune, or a means is 
pointed out by which I can render them 
fervice in their fpiritual concerns, then 
away with all diftindion — ^(liould all the 
world cenfure, I will, as I expeA forgive- 
nefs for my own numerous, my hourly, 
increafing tranfgreffions from the God 
and Father of us all, perfift in the opi- 

VOL, II. D nion 
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nion attd praftlce I have hitherto adopt- 
ed and .maintained : — I will (hew mercy 
even though the Prieft and the L.evji;e 
pafs by on the other fide. . 
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Thefe, and ^ thoufand griefs minute as thefe 
Corrode ourcofnfoit, and deitroy our cafe, 

Miftir. MbRE. 

WHEN wc meet with people 
whom it is particularly hard to 
pleafe, and who, by a convex pcrvcrfc^ 
iiefs of nature, magnify the molehills of 
K:afual inconvenience into mountains of 
real calamity, we dxc apt to aik ourfclves 
how others, who muft have met with the 
liike comdum impediments^ could go 
through the world, not only with con- 
tent, but' in the evident enjoyment; of 
their cxiftence? — This quefiion hits bcto 
frequiendyTuggefted to me by art occur- 
rence, whiih though trifling in. itfelf, 
may ^Xford my readers fome aam&mcnt 
in the te^ital* • ? 

I reouved aasotse, k fbort tune ago, from 

«iy old liricnd and fchool-fcllow, Mr^Ben- 

D z jamin 
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jatnin Liftlefs, fignifying that he was juft 
twrrived from Devonftiire, and requefting 
me to fpend the evening with him, at 
his hotel in the Adelphi, as he flood in 
nped of my afliftance. The pleafure of 
feeing a long-abfent friend, and the hope 
of being ufeful to him were; either of 
them, motives fiifficiently ftrong to my 
compliance, and I accordingly went. 
I found him in perfe^ health, and that he 
wanted my aid only in procuring him a 
lodging for a month, which, as he 
came on not much buiinefs, and chiefly 
•with a view to fee what changes his fif- 
teen years retreat had made, novelties to 
him, was the time he meant to be al> 
fent from his re£kory« Time feemed to 
• liave dealt very lenient with Ben : he was 
ithe fame in mind and perfon as when 
- 1 ^companied him to take pofleffion <^ 
his living : he was the fame fuperficial 
yetj to common <^lervation, profound 

fcholar> 
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fcholar/ the fame prejudiced yet bene* 
volent man 1 ever knew him. 

The evening ftole imperceptibly away 
while we wpre eager in communication, 
and at parting we made an appointment 
for the next day, when I hoped I fhould 
be able to fix him in an agreeable lodg- 
ing; and indeed nobody could think 
he enjoined me a difficult taik, for a 
healthy, quiet fituation, in a clean houfe; 
and with reputable people, was all he 
defired. 

At our meeting next mombg Mr* 
Liftlefs enquired from what point the 
wind blew, and being told it was north- 
weft, he called for his great coat, and 
Wondered at my hardinefs in venturing 
without one at this feafon. He told me, 
that his refidence in the countiy, * where 
free w follow nature yr^ the mode,' had 
accuftomed him to prefer the preferva- 
tion of his health 'to any other conve** 
Bjcnce, and it had like wife made4>eace 
D 3 and 
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and quietncfs very ncceflary to* him. 
He then digreflfed to the mifery of living 
in fo noify a manfion as that where he 
had pafied the nighty and declared that 
whatever lodging he agreed for he muft 
occupy immediately, or be ftunned with 
inceffant uproar. — Here was a difficulty 
addcSTto the effcntial requifites: the 
houfe I was condu&ing him to might not 
be immediately fit for his reception ; but 
I hoped the beft^ and could not but 
concur in his opinion of the inconve* 
nience of an hotel to a perfon fond of 
quiet. 

The weather at noon proved more 
than feafonably warm^ and I cxprefled 
to my companion my fear that he was 
too well dad : be told me his garment 
was a little oppreffive^ but that pcrfpir 
ration would carry off any latent cold 
^e might have oontraded in his jauri> 
tiey ; a^d^ indeed^ by the time we reached 
x»»t deftinatioiis I think no iever conkl 

have 
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have with ilQod his recipe. As. we ap-^ 
preached the houfe he could not flay to 
confider its external recommendation, 
but bolting into the fitft room of which 
he faw the door ppen, requefted that all 
air might be excluded,* and the expiring 
fire rekindled, that be might cool gra- 
dually, ftfter which, he faid, he would 
take a vievy of the apartments. 

In about ^n hour he ventured, in his 
w^lkiiig accoutrements, up tp the firft 
i^oor, for whiph^ after a very nice in- 
fpedtion, ^nd the moft minute enquiries 
as tp the healfhinefs of the afpeft, and 
the qyietof |Jie neighbourhood,, he. was 
^i:^ the ppint of agreeing, when he re- 
recoljeifted |that his frien4 Peter Careful 
always, while in London, engaged a 
flpcping-ropn? at t^c top of thp houfe : 
j^pmin^ely in this he could be grati* 
f^cd> end ^s hepjiight haye irjftant pof- 
jfeffioi^jj I Ipojced on thp af&ir as fettled. 
Ip leaving th? houfe he admired the 
D 4, qyier 
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quiet and cleanlinefs of the court it 
flood in, and thanked me repeatedly for 
having fo well fuited him. We then 
parted : he to remove his portman- 
teau, &c. from the hotel, and I to pur- 
fue the various occupation of the day. 

As I thought my reputation concern- 
ed in my friend's accommodation, I 
went early in the forenoon of the next 
day to.make enquiries, and to my great 
concern found him diffatisfied, and out 
of humor. He began with faying, that 
his remaining where he was, was im- 
poffible, for that till day-light he had 
been kept waking by a congrefs of cats 
on the tiling, and when they retired, 
and he hoped for peace, he had bee'n 
difturbed by the poultry at the ne^t 
neighbor's. I propofed his putting up 
with the front-room on the fecond-flobr, 
which would obviate both evils, but his 
heart was fet on an upper ftory, arfd 
we {allied forth in qucfl of a new abode; 

On 
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On the oppofite fiiJc of the court 
lodgings were to be had, and as the roof 
of the houfe rofe confiderably above thef 
reft, it was fafe from cats : here we 
knocked, and Mr; Liftlefs was juA. going 
to enquire whether any poultry were 
near, when the figh^ of a cradle alarmed 
him, and he marched off, declaring it 
impoffible that peace aiSid a child could 
inhabit the fame place. I followed him; 
now plainly~f(H^feeing it was an Hercu- 
lean labor I had undertaken. 

The next houfe we ai&ited was in a 
new-built ftreet, not yet paved, fo that 
the carriages would move ibftly, and 
here was every thing we fought for ? 
good air, uninhabited houfes on each 
£de, no child, no cats,^ no poultry. 
Mr. Liftlefs, and the landlady, foon 
came to terms : but as we turned from 
the door, he perceived that the oppofite 
houfe was occupied by a tin-man, who 
being then at work, alarmed his audi- 
D 5 tory 
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tory.iacuUy ; and after ftancjing foipe iH 
language frotn the gentkwoman we had 
jufk agreed writh, we west farther a-field in 
quefi of iqgiet and the other requifites. 

I wit looking at a.HU on a (kop^ 
wmdow^ at the pih^ end of the ian^e 
ftfcet, wheiQ Bes. told me we need »o( 
enquire there, foif titat h^ iaw the flairs 
tfkm into ihe (hop, md the wind ximSt, 
^refore, make the firftrfioor lAwrys 
coU^andconfequemlydaog^OiBf frkf^ 
was now a new %edej^ of objeftion-— 
fiiops thiis circumibancied were eKchaded 
from Our .choice, ^nd.I fhould have 
defpaired. had I not juft th^n fpied ^ 
acquaintance who I thought ccflj^ld helfi 
us* — Qf him t enquired fpr a quiet^ 
ckan,, heaJlthyJodging, where, there waa 
no diild in the houfe, nor any noify tr^e 
in the ;imghbowhaod : it fo happeped,» 
that he knew of one exadly fitted to 
ouer n^cds, but it wu at fome diftancc 
fiomtHc i^lace.we w*re then exploring* 

This, 
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This,; contrary topxy Qx^cd^iOfi, wis 
no obj^f^icMji with Mr. Lifllefs ; we cal^4 
a coach, and I pcrfua^ed my acqviai^C* 
ance to accompaoy us, as his influf^c^ 
migljH pc^bjy p«>f?une thpfe <:<H»fAi- 
anf ef \¥Mch a j[);r^Bger 1^ fa^(% a rig^!: 

: My beaFt ftm^ as we.kBOcked at thf 
9^^ bujtl AVJ|S ^ixcoufa^ed by bearing 
P^ejQ./ay VJifee^' tjie ftj^eet, 4i¥J afpeA 

;«kJ aJK'fec^op^ .^iW^wifted :-r-tbe ap» 
peftWpqe ftf *He npiftpefs befpokjc gQQ4 
Ji0»fey^ifry i the yoewns wer^ fp«w>!as ^— 
H^ jivflfg ^ir^ ]fcftt:i«> catfs Iwd ever 
b«ifBrtfSa# 0«i tlie ropf; that nQ poultry. 
Wtnre withiil i^^^ingj an^ there was aft 
e^Q^Uowt .up|>^ qbatnjj^er wMcKMr. Lillf 
kfs n?i^t feavc. 

Nodiftoulty d€cyr«4 i» our pafli'ge^ 
from th^4M]^pnpi,€o^h^iopof the {);ak^ but 
oa entering this proo^tfiog upper-^room^ 
it^^ared tQ^ay'el>e^ newly fcrubbed^ 

'This 
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This I could not deny was a reafon 
againft inuncdiate occupancy, but I (till 
Batteted myfelf that the niany recom- 
mendations of this uncommonly well^ 
conditioned abode would prevail on my 
friend to poftpone his remove till the 
next. day, when he might fafely enter^ 
I was ignorant that h^ had once caught 
cold by croffing the welter in -a boat that 
had been ktely mopped', and that Petet 
Careful had, on that occafion, told him 
it was his confiant pra&ice toihun peo^ 
pIc that were fond of mops and fcrub^ 
btng-bruflies. — The exhalations^ faid 
Ben. that rife from a floor that has beeti 
wetted, continue a long while hangmg 
over it: nothing is wdrfe than damp 
wood-^ftone wetted is not half fo perni- 
cious, becaufe being lefs porous, the 
-^'ater lies on the furfece, and isfooa 
difperfed— earth when wetted receive, 
tobefure, a greater quantity c^moifture 
below its fuperficfes, but then the ajJ)ie- 

fion 
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fion of its components is not clofe as 
the particles of wood are, and confe- 
quehtly the moifture fooner- gets loofe, 
and is imbibed by the air; but wetted 
timber, hdd level as a flpbr,'rsihardl7 
ever dry again: — ^What his objoftions 
wanted in force I found fupplied by firm- 
ncfs : 'he precipitately retreated from the 
noxioiis vapor he fuppofed fteaming from 
the boards; atod learned, 'vexed, ind 
confbimded, I fdUowed him but of the 
hbufe. 

I could afk no more aid— My taik re- 
fenibled the burthen of fome fongs where 
the brily merit confifts in addihg to 6vcry 
fia;iAza, ind ^thereby rendering it morfe 
difficult to articulate. — ^I could not for- 
bear hinting that I feared we Ihould ndt 
meet in one abode with fuch a concur- 
rence of citcumftances as was requi- 
fitc.^— Never fear, replied Beii, — ^I fee a 
bill over the way ;—- perhaps that may 
fuit us :r-I fee ,we muft not be too nice.^ 

It 
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It may be, thpugHt 1,^ 4^a.t wh?it; |ie- 
chuics himfelf will better pie^Ib him; 
an.d I ha4 r^aion to think ip,. fpr ijieith^ 
jthf^hpufe fior ^u^Wjf J\a4 fe-fayprfbi? 
^ SPRCar^ftCf? ?s thf; ^e;,fe?d -*^^(^ 
^Qtn. .|ipr»rever >eie, y^^ s^; uf^pef 
.chwxhen^-^i^ f9u\txyw^f9( nWr^h^^ 

Hajghi; iw'ie poflfeflfon jdicea^yTT^Rd ^ 
jXMftr.eft i)wMcd hiffjfflf «?.ffwa[|r #P 
enemy totwatcras my friend :-^th^ iJjp 
jByppcarcwGe jyf the feouft? Qwtfii^^ It 
.w^ ooti >Ir. Xiftlefs ia«i^ fi> ^^cj^^^- 
,he wMh^d 2-t^but.ane coxM npt,h^^ 
^very thipg, H^ was ^ecuri^ fs^ ?Jl paf^- 
ticular^i jjut^hajc.of the f^itSi ^^A hei^ 
iny feajr was founded. : . , . . , 
- Beipg,,I|j€WpWj«ioffethantelfjyj^^ 
Jpeft, . agr^df fof ;^efe ^^«;niRpt|3. i^r 
jretw*ed tf3!fjet||j|gf ii;^ o^ iaf*flftjr-x<»^' 
tp remove 4?f* rJ^dr^fep i jm^ Jj^yil^ 

houfei 



Digitized by VjOQQIC 



Ko. XXX.] THE PHAROS. 6^ 

hoiife, I left iim, not fo properly to fix 
bimfdf in his new lodging^! to dilcover 
the fsiults of them. He reqiieft^d me 
tJOt br^akfaft with hin^ the jBe« mornings 
jnd (ttmtd' now ^ havis iteacbed*<it^ 
idtima Tb$de he wasiii q^i^flof. r ; 

It was with littJe hope that i vifite4 
hioa at the appmntgi hour. I thdiight 
of the cats with pain, btttifty apprtfi- 
bcofions proved groundkfir* ^ He Ijali 
fle{tf Qodifturbed, and feecif]^ quit^ 
hau^j :-^Miie miftrers of the Kdirie wa* 
exGeedingjly affiduous iai^er ferlrkes, arid 
all promifed peace and content. He 
nowpropofed to enjoy himfelf in finding 
oiit his old friends, and with many 
acknowledgments of the pains I had 
taken for him, he exonerated me from 
my troublefome ofiice. 

But the next morning he and his port- 
manteau were with me before I arofe. — 
The lodging was untenable : — from fix 
in the af ternooh till near twelve at night 

he 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



64 THE PHAROS. [No. XXX. 

he had been tormented with the tink- 
ling of a harpfichord^ and the fqualling 
of a girKs voice. ,Hc had fent for the 
landlady^ and complained to her of this 
intolerable nuifance : — ^flie replied^ that 
her daughter was a very eminent vocal 
psrfoitner — and that the lodgings had 
better remain empty than her girl negled 
her practice* — ^After much altercation, to 
dei^art was popr Liftlefs's refolution, and 
I muft again accompany him in hisiur^ 
therfeach. — How he fped iny readers 
&all learn in my enfuing number^ 
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How lon^ with random fieps (hall mortals roam 
Unknown their paths, and more unknown their 
hom^ ? 

Be AT TIE. 

MR. LISTLESS had now been 
three nights in town, and had 
had as many different dormitories. As 
we walked along I efpied a bill, and 
would have ftoppad, but he told me it 
would be labor loft, for that he would 
not run the ha^sard of catching a putrid 
fever, or the fmall-pox, by living op- 
pofite a houfe where the knocker was 
' mufBe'dV This circiimftance had efcaped 
'my attention, but it added one to his 
infuperables : hd haftened out of this 

t, be- 

iolved 

signbc 

' Difappbintnient did not feem to liave 

bowed niy'frien'd'rhumon 'At ttie dif- 
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tance of about a quarter of a mile he 
law a houfe, whofe appearance he liked ; 
but on confideration he difcov^red that 
it had an eaftern afpeft, a thjng,. hq feid, 
to be dreaded in London. }/ly patience 
was at its laft gafp, when we were again 
tempted toaik the previous queftions at 
a houfe in an adjoin ir^g court, called in- 
deed a place. A dirty ^irl opened thj& 
door, which we had no fooaer left be- 
hind us than the fmell of paint aQPQye^ 
us. Fear never made a qyicker retreat 
than my perfecutpd friend : he cou^f 
not think himfelf f^fei Within five bya* 
dred yards pf th? fppt. 

The ne^^t attempt we m^de was reff- 
dfcred abortive by the yi(ciri}jy qf 9 f^- 
low-chandler — anptljej; by beip^ t99 ae^ 
aftandof coa{:h(es : — ;q a tfitrc) (he i^I^Ub^ 
was top low— inany ha|i |jo ^pfH^ eh?P^- 
bcr :— rfomp houfes w^re fo ?jew th^^iQ,i;|(t 
be dajnp— otjiers fo ol<J ^^ey wi5B? not 
weather {iroof<—«()d after a mofl fatiguii^. 

maabjk 
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march, Mr. Liftlefs was forced to ac- 
cept my offer of lodging him with me 
till the next day. 

As I occupy no more fpace than I 
want, and have not been nice in my choice 
of an abode, I could invite him only ta 
that which I feared would be very irk- 
fome to* him, a Ihare of my table and 
bed ; but I found him much more com* 
placent than I had expeded, and his 
chearfulpcfs during the evening fliewed 
that h\$ peculiarities were not the confe* 
quence of nwe^ty* Notwithftanding 
th« ilreet I live in i« ^ frequented tbo-^ 
rougl|fare> Ben. ilept foundly through 
tho ^ight, and I hoped to find him in 
fomt meafure freed from his whims.—* 
Vain hope ! — his yefterday's fatigue he 
ikid. bad made him a little, feverifh, and 
K^rimiil beg to quarter himfelf on m^ 
fi>r thnt day. To this I had no object 
tion : he fpent themarning^ by the fir^t 
^Uutkig biidtfordetwitb grueland frpall 

whey^ 
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whey, while I fought the bufy hum of 
men ! 

In my return home I met my acqxiaint- 
ance, who had endeavored at fettling 
Mr. Liftlefs. He knew of another lodg- 
ing in an airy and perfeftly quiet fitu- 
ation : — the houfe inhabited only by a 
man and his wife ; and, in ftiort, every 
thing in defcription that the moft fanci- 
ful being could wilh. Though out o( 
heart I determined to mention this to 
Ben; and that I might fpeak on my 
own knowledge I went immediately to 
reconnoitre it. I had by this means an 
opportunity of warning the people againft 
wetting floors, &c. and promifed, if my 
friend was well enough, to bring hiih 
the next day to fee it. 

The news of my fuccefs was a rdlo^ 
rative to Ben. he would have a coach 
called, and go inftantly. When arrived^ 
it was the fummum bmnum — this was what 
be had been in fearch of^ for, fiud he^ 

one 
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one may obftrve, that the human mind, 
when engaged in any arduous puduit 
^an never reft till it has attained the 
identical point it aimed at — it cannot 
diftinguifti to our fenfes precifely what it 
feeks, but when it has reached it, there 
is a kind of fatisfadtion, a complacency 
difFufed over it like that we experience 
from a mathematical demonftration.— 
Here. were to be fure many advantages 
-^cleanlinefs, quiet, falubrious air, and 
over and above all an extcnfive profpe<9: 
of the country from the fleeping-room : 
he could enter the next day-— and the 
people of the houfe undertook--*-© ra(h 
undertaking !— to pleafe Mr. LifUefs. , 
To this his fifth abode he repaired 
with high glee, and I now thought my 
labor might end. Even the next day he 
appeared as much delighted as at iirft ; 
he had forgotten his indifpofition, and 
laid he ihould haveno more occafion to 
change. Nevertbelefs in the evening 1 

had 
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liad a fummons to attend him, which 
indicated that all was not right. As 1 
entered the room — ^Don't you fmell 
fomething very difagreeablc ? faid he : 
I fear the fewers are offenlive. — There 
was, it is true, fome fcent rather un- 
pleafant, but not potent enough to have 
attrafted the notice of any but an idle 
man. — Ring for the people of the houfe, 
faid I, and enquire what it is.-»— The 
man obeyed the call, and fet all ftrarrt, 
by faying, a kettle of water had falleft 
into the fire. He was enjoined to be 
more careful, and this rock was paffed. 

Having now again (c^h nif friend 
comfortably houfed, I left him, and 
went for a few ckys into the country. 
My firft vifit at my rehirh was^'to him, 
or rather I Ihoiild Tay to his place, few: 
m y bird was flown. On enquiry I learnt 
he' was annoyed by the bells of the ad- 
jacent church, and had^ therefore re- 
moved.-^And indexed, faid tie woman, 

ii 
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Jf he would have paid us double rent I 
would not be plagued with fo troublc- 
fome a lodger. 

He was to be found at about, half a 
mile off, and thither 1 purfued him with 
foine curiofity to know what comforts he 
had procured forhimfelf. I entered with- 
out ceremony, and faw him pacing back- 
wards and forwards along the room feem- • 
ingly in an agony. I haftily interrogated 
him as to the caufe of his emotion — ^Do 
you not hear, faid he, that intolerable 
jargon ? — an organ, a tambourine, and 
a hurdy-gurdy, for fo the woman qf the 
houfefays it is, have been tormenting 
me this hour, and the people below 
ilairs cannot drive them away. From 
this mifery I knew a few halfpence would 
releafe him, an<| I had the fatisfadlion 
of composing his . fpirits. When he 
grew calm he confirmed the account I 
had received at his former abode, and. 
farther toM me this ^as the fccond he had 

removed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



72 THE PHAROS, [No, XXXL 

removed to fince I quitted him, having 
been driven hither by a medical next door 
neighbor, who wias often called up in the 
night. Here, however, he was perfedlly 
at eafe ; and as he had not yet had leifwre 
to tranfadt any of the bufinefs he came 
to town about, he had engaged his pre- 
fent habitation for a month certain* . 

Two days paflcd without my feeing 
him, I then had a vifit from him, and 
as 1 had now got over my fears, I 
boldly faid I hoped he was as comfort- 
ably fituated as he could wifh. — O no, 
he replied — unlefs I can fleep fome* 
where elfe to-night I fliall be dead in 
four-and-tw6nty hours — ^How fo, faid I. 
Why, returned my defponding friend, 
they have this morning, at one o'clock 
%egun, what the woman calls, a great 
wa(h, and the houfe is from top to bot- 
t6m a waftiiftg-tub : the windows are 
covered with fteam, and it is pouring 
'>iown the walls ; th^ are hanging evety 

room 
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room but mine with, wet linen. — I wilh 
I may not have caught cold. — I have 
brought my luggage with me, for I can- 
not go back. 

I could fcarcely reftrain my laughter 
at the folemn face with which poor un- 
happy Ben. related his mifortunes ; but 
I comforted him with a hearty welcome, 
and congratulation on his having difco- 
vered his danger fo foon. To cheat his 
fj)irits, as it was a glorious day, I pro- 
pofed to him a ftroll over Blackfriars and 
Weftminfter bridges ; he confented, and 
when we had juft quitted the former* 
(lopped to admire a row of houfes, in 
which he faid he fhould be happy to 
get a lodging. I would have alfked, at' 
fome of the Ihops near, if any part of a 
houfe there was vacant, but he recol- 
ledfced, that when the wind fat that way 
be Ihould be incommoded by the city 
fmoke, and the damp from the water 
might make paffing by the bridge un- 

VOL. II. E wholcfome. 
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vrbokfbtne.^ As he is not a man tOr 
he reafoned with^ I fuflfered bim to fol* 
law his owa opinion, and we reached 
dharing-crofs without being any moi^ 
tempted; 

Here my avocations obliged us to Se- 
parate ; hut when we met atdinner-time 
iperceiveduncommon glee inmy friend'ss 
<:ountenajo^c. Shaking me by* the hand — 
JMow, faid he, wiflv rae- joy— ^1 have 
found a delightful abiding. pkce> and it 
T»ill be an a<9:of charity tatake it. The 
IKKwr woman was on the point of giving 
•up her houfe in defpair of letting her 
lodgings-^I have taken them for three 
months certain — you cannot think how 
I delighted her — ^You muftrgp with nie 
to fee them : — they are not three ibeett 
off. 

To indulge his rapture we poftponci 
our dinner, and vifited thb happy fpot^ 
The landlady was, by her drefs^ Jately 
a. widow, and to my aftoniftLment I faw 
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rib fNier th^n foihr childrcfnj but thefe 
t^ere no obftacles with Bern— fof their riio-^ 
thcr was in diftrefs. She had been beau- 
tiful, but looked like one veffed in miP 
fortune, and I mud own that the ftyle 
of her converfation and demeanor af-' 
forded a good excufe for partialit)r. She 
gave us a melancholy narrative of her 
forrows, and fo won on Ben. that zt 
parting he put five guineas into her hand 
iw advance. We then took our leave, 
and the next day Mr. Liftlefs became 
hbr tenant. 

My worthy friend's fpirits were fo 
raifed by the profped: of affiffing the 
vdddw and fatheilefs, that he found nj 
fa;trttin any thing, though I do not re- 
COliaS that he enjoyed h«re any one of 
the coAVi^nienties foi* Which We had fa 
fdught, and fo flickted. The ftreet was 
a noify thoroughfaire, the houfe flood 
toward the notth-ejlflr, he could have no 
^pper room that could be made a tole? 
E z rable 
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rable chamber, and the children every 
day detained ^n organ before the win- 
dows ; but all went on fmoothly, for 
tiis mind was employed, and his be^ 
oevoleivce excited : he w^s perpetually 
contriving -fchemes for the benefit of his 
boftcfs^ or ier infants— one he would 
educate entirely, another he would apt- 
prentice, ;and this fortuitous meeting was 
to do wonders for the widow. 

One morning, after he had been iu 
bis new lodging above-a week, he called 
on me, and in the height of his bene- 
yolent good-humor propofed to me to 
goto the play in the evening— And, faid 
Jie, let us take Tom, my landlady's el- 
deft bpy with us — Jane Shore is a good 
play to gauge his underXlanding and his 
feelings with. — This twas the only part 
of our fcheme that fail«il. Tom^s mo- 
ther, on being aiked, replied with the 
ytmoft gratitude and politenefs, that it 
;Vras hqr ftudy to keep her children igno- 
rant 
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fiarit of expenfive pleafurcs — and, added 
flie, if I were to let my little boy gb 
with you. Sir, he wduld neither talk 
nor think of atiy thing but Dumont and 
Haftings for this rrionth to come: he 
would excite a longing in the youngef 
children, wjbich I ct)uld not prudently 
gratify, and he would be unhappy him*- 
felf Without a frequent repetition df the 
pleafure. — ^^This point was given' upj 
and Ben. and I enjoyed together our the- 
atrical repaflr 

Tn our way to the play-houfe, my 
companion's thoughts were employed on 
the finglilargood fenfe of his landlady'ii 
apology fbr her refufal i-^— this was na* 
tural enough ;- but in our return he was 
perpetually ftarting from the fubjeA I 
was moft profile to comment on, thtf 
drama we had feen reprefented, and ftill 
recurring to his favorite topic. I rallied! 
him on this propenfity, and faid, I wiftied 
he did not return to his living a different 
E 3 man 
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fnaafrom hiro that quitted it. — You may 
Jaughy fays Ben, but I have fcen very few 
fucjiparfons' wives as this bewitching wo- 
man would make — and the pfeafure of 
being kind to her and her infants ! I 
^oiv nothing that could delight me fo 
inuch as hearing her fay I had made 
her happy. He h^d juft faid thefe words, 
§0^ ^convinccd qie jth^t natters wcr^ 
pricing towards a coi^cl^fion ii;iore ^d- 
yi^ntageov? to one p^ty .than hpnoraW^ 
to the other, when we reached hi3 blifjsfid 
^^elling. ](t ^as not mi^ch pail eleyen 
o'clock, bqt, though the millreft of 
ihe houfe had prpmifed to be in 4:he 
way to let us i^ herfelf, i^ot a fouJ 
npfwered our knocking or ringing^. Afr 
ter calling apd thumping for full hal^ 
f^p ^qur, a H^ri H tiie pe«t door cami^ 
put and civilly ^e4 vk^ ^^ waQtjS{4 
We to|d him> a«4 r^c^iwd in fet\^^ 
fjie cpmfortabje jtfH:elligence, %h^ th* 
WOflW» who hjad occupied li^ ho^fe w^ 

a re<- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a reputsed ifwindlcr- — that the landlord- 
had had much difficulty to get her 
out — stteit about fix o'clock that after- 
iioon fhehad begun tomovehef goods*— ^ 
that at ten the houfc was clear, and the 
key delivered to him for the owner;*— 
but whhher fhe was gone no one knew. 
Wretched Ben. was now raving;— 
for on fearcbing4:he houfe not a veftige 
iremained of his property. He had, 'm 
iiis great care, left he^fbould lofe them, 
ttepofited his w^ch and purfe in tht 
laands of diU Syven : they were irreco- 
^»erabiy gone, ^nd 'he really ft6bd in need- 
<rf«3«folatio5.-.**Cdtirage man, faid f-^bb 
comforted that k is ^ot a itiore eon$- 
derable lofs — ^the watch was not gold, 
and I fancy you are too prudent to rifque 
carrying much money about you. — ^Aye^ 
replied he, with the look of a criminal, . 
but there were, in my portmanteau, notes 
to the value of three hundred pounds, 
which I brought to inveft in the funds,. 
£ 4 I in* 
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1 intended to have fccured it fome days 
ago, and I mentioned it to this jade. She 
told me then, that fhe hoped next week 
to have a hundred'pounds to lay out in 
flock^ and I undertook to tranfaft her 
bufinefs and mine at the fame time, and 
fo I put it oflP-r-and now I have loft 
every penny of it. 

Neither the ftreet nor an empty houfe 
being agreeable places for reafoning, I 
therefore dragged my fhipified friend to 
my lodging, which he quitted the next 
day, in the Exeter coach, with, a fuU 
conviftion, that when we feek for ex^ 
traordinary felicity we arc too apt to neg- 
leA common comforts^ 
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Guide not thfc h^nd of God,i nor order the 
finger of the Almighty unto thy will and plcafurc ; ; 
but fit quiet in the foft ihowers of Providence, tnd'- 
favorable difbdbutions in this world. 

Sir^THO^MsAS BROWN«.' 

IT has frequently been obferred^ that* 
, the poffeffion of uncommon taJents- 
has added but little to the happinefs of 
him • who pofleffed them. This reputa^ 
tion : of fbme has been ftifled by envy ; 
the world has been thought not fufhcj- 
ently awake to the merit of others,, and 
genius has been permitted to linger under 
the d^preffion of poverty and diftrefs, 
whilft thofe of inferior endowments are 
in the enjoyment of all the eafe and 
happinefs .that luxury and indolence caiv -> 
beftow. 

Befides thefe. calamities to ^hich the ' 
man, of genius is expofed, ;here -are natur 
. J ^" E-5: ' Vali 
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ral turbulencies attendant on a mind in 
an extraordinary degree aftive, whick 
affail his peace no lefs powerfully from 
within than the envy or negleft of man- 
l|ii)4 from without. £^u|t that in ps^« 
cular to which I ihaU confine my pr^ 
fent fpiecir^tions^ and which like the 
trophies of Miltiades, prevents his en* 
joying any other happinefs, is the per- 
Itiafion that his talents were defigned for 
fome other objeft than they are employed 
on^ and that the reputation he has gatined 
is confequently lefs than it would have 
been had he followed the bent of na- 
ture. 

That talents may be, and have been^ 
negle<%ed or mifapplied no one will 
doubt. Men of the greateft natural 
abilities have frequently, by the circum- 
ftances of their birth, been compelled 
to fill very low llations in life. When- 
ever we rtieet with fuch inftances of the 
caprice of fortune^ we are moved to 

pity 
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pity thofe whom (he fubjugttefi; birt 
when we hear the lamentations of a. 
man over-anxious for fame without the- 
meam of acquiring it^ and who would 
abandon a profeffion he is eftablifhed id 
for ibme one not mott beneficial to fo^^ 
^iety or himfelf^ we look upon them aa^ 
the effects of a weak mind*. 

Thefe reibftionft luive bte^ eisdted in ^ 
my mind by the recolledioii of an ante*, 
dote df Sir Go^i^y Kftdter^ in which 
Ke is faid to bavse dtctered emphaticallf 
to Gay, that h"^ thought himfelf borni 
for a general:. ®f thofe who recollift 
this^ circumftince, and the chssrafter o^' 
the artift, I believe few have felt them- 
felVesJnclinedtiD regret his fate, or to^ 
conceive thatthe Interefts of kingdoms, 
« the dignity of princes^ woiiW have 
been, greatly advanced by his means^ 
for though Sir GodiErey^s abilities as a 
painter are difputed, ^nd:th<y certainly 
never wtK^ld bave raUed him from thd 
^ E fr. bottom. 
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bottom of a faw-pit, this fells far fhort 
of proving, nor did any thing in his 
general temper prove, that he was born 
for a general : no one of his panegy rifts 
"" ever yet thought of enduing him with 
the qualities effcntial in the character of 
a heroi But in the ardor of his fancy 
he anticipates his military honors, and 
declares, not that he is born for a foldier, , 
but for a general. 

Inftanees of this kiod are not rare> 
and they ferve to (hew that our wiihes 
and bur natural impulfe are not always 
the fame, or in any way conneded. I 
once knew a yjDung msw who had natUf 
rally a ftrong predileAidn in favor of a 
liberal profeffion; for the fake c^f fol- 
lowing \yhich, and left he fliouki be con- 
fined to his father's rural occupation, he 
renounced his home, and after many 
difficulties had afl&.iled him,, reached 
London, and placed )iimfelf in the fitua- 
tion he had jTo ftrenuoufly fought. His 

excellence 
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€xetllenct\ iti hisf art was far' beyond' 
Avhat the world bad then feen^ and he 
rofe to celebrity and opulence; and yet 
buc.a very Ihori^ time befope his death 
he fisxioufly, and I am fure with fince^ 
rity> declared tq me that it was mert 
chance that threw his profeilion in his 
way> for that had he been left to chiife^ 
thearmy. would have. been biSreleAion. 

It feldoms- happens that a man is pof«^ 
feflbd o£ talents which could render him 
equally eminent in- two diftin£fc irrelatv 
tive. callings, and where it does happen 
ftiil.lefs can we ei^ped uncommon txj^ 
cellencie. Divided energy" cannot adt 
with the fame force, as when cjireded t& 
one objed:. Perhaps Sir Richard Black* 
more^ and Sir. Samuel Gartb^ would 
haverifen higher in poetical fame had 
they not been .phy£ctans> fop as their 
abilities were employed on fubjefts. to- 
tally independent of each other^ i^majr 
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be prefumed that tlie whole of their 
powers could never be feen at once. 

An argument which Ihould make us 
fufpeft the foundation of our wiihesy 
when we think as Sir Godfrey Kneller^ 
did^ isy that from the fuperior influence 
of felf-love few men can form a candid 
judgment of their own faculties. Msmy 
have felt a defire to write, and a firil per* 
fuafion that they were eq'ual to the tafk^ 
who^ on making the experiment^ have 
failed' moft wofuUy ; many have quitted* 
lucrative callings to rage an Othello^ or 
a Hamlet^ whofe minds were incapable 
of the flrft principles of hiftricMiic repre-t 
ientadon : many have quitted trades for 
profeffions, and have been ruined. 

It might probably be {6 ordered by 
Providence to demonftrate the imbecility* 
of humani^erAanding, and to induce 
fubmiffion andrefignation to his direfting 
hand. Between the ordinary gifts of 
nature^ a^d thofe which (he beftows 

only 
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only on a favored few, a juft balance is 
preferved- If the foniaer do not bring 
with them pre-eminence and glory, they 
fubjeft us lefs to thofe weakneffes and 
infirmities which have often rendered 
great talents defpicable ; and if the lat« 
ter are attended by uneafy circumftances, 
we are repaid by the admiration and ap« 
plaufe of the world* 
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-Love dwells not there. 



The foft regards, the tendcrncfs of life, v 

The heart fhcd tear, th' Ineffable delight, 
Of fnrcct humanity 

Thomiok» 
DEAR SIR, 

1HAVE often heard my fplenetic old 
uncle fay, that it is the bufinefs of 
one half of' the world to plague thb 
other half. I was angry when he firft 
broached this aphorifm to me : it founded 
harihly, and was very difcouraging to a* 
young girl juft entering on the pleafures- 
of life, but I am now becoming a ponvert 
to his opinion- , 

My eyes have been enlightened^ and 
my underftanding informed, by a vifit 
I have lately made to my coufins Mr. . 
and Mrs. Serpent, who live in a town 

fourfcore 
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fourfcore miles from London ; ind af- 
fuming the liberty you gave me of 
chufing my fubjedt for a contribution to 
your undertaking, I (ball prefent you 
with a iketch of the Serpentine cha* 
rader and political oeconomy. 

The matter of the family is what the 
boors around him call the lawyer; — an 
appellation by which I fancy they meaa 
to 'confer great honor, for he is ever 
defcribed amongft them by the ftylc 
and title of Lawyer Serpent. Indeed, 
if we may eftimate his importance by his 
ufefulnefs, he is a very great man, for 
no neceffary of life could be more iKardly 
fpared than this doughty legiflator, who 
can involve, extricate, puzzle, and per- 
plex, I will venture to fay, as well as^ 
the moft litigious fpirit could defire. 
His profufion of bufinefs, and his utter 
inability to talk on any other fubjeft; 
have, in a few weeks, let me into a 
great deal of legal knowltdgp, and cdn^ 
t vinced^ 
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vinced me how egregicmfly people err 
who talk of rural innocence, ruftic iim- 
jplicity, peace in retirement, ttahquility, 
cootqnt, and fuch niaudUn pleafures, 
And would have it thought that the fa- 
miliar acquaintance with, and confianc 
^njc^ment of nature^s moft beautiful 
produdkionB can idharm down paflion or 
^nfpire benevolence^i^ 

So Ar jH djis from being true, ijmt I 
find the tcojuntry the fitteft foil for thofe 
hopefiil plants, o^ce and raacor 2 thejr 
y^e^ate fatter^ with more certainty, 
wA iefs trouble than .potatoes and csib*^ 
b»ge$; they requirie no mjtriment hut 
(he br^Wfh of ^ /lawyief^ ^Saachas xny ho 
jMred tCio.ujBfi^ ;a^d rtbey will ibtnd itbs 
moft iatfi&fe droughtji ami fev^ell ixofl; 
JPeopie here m^ft quaarcJ, or be often at 
a I0& for amufeoaent, for not one in tern 
vf them kjaows bow to employ a vaonst 
hom ; smd whien they are quits at a .ftand 
thiey fifid great retiff i» combg to dxis 

houfc 
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houfe of juAice^ aad talking over their 
fuits apd adions, fo that it is neceflary 
to their comfortable exiftcnce, th^tf they 
and their neighbors Ihould be inceffantly 
together by the ears. 

One doubt ftartkd me when I firft be- 
came acquainted with this rural fyftem^ 
I was at a lofs to find fubjefts of dif- 
pute in a prolific county, not too clofely 
inhabitx^dj^d ^uo^ot in whatever can 
es^fe tb^ wa«ts ^f Ufe, w (^ntr ibute to 
its pleafures ; byt .<ny ,ooi\i<in foon icjt 
i^y head rightp iin i;his partjp^ilar : hn 
^alkfCd moft \tkt^^\f of ixefpa^ tKonr^ 
&q. ,&c. iteriys I .fi^npot rc^ciwbflr ; ^4 
thw tppt intp«iyiiai¥l an jtbftraigt, ^5QPii- 
piled by Wnpifelf, i)f i^e ga«i^-fci]w^. A 
^n^fory yiew iirfp^med me fvfficietfiyj 
Md npw my wonder was ho^ they c<ralA 
live at peap^ 

But as tfee evils we do jjot ourfelves 
iifS»r l)y^ ma^e lUttle im^reifioo on the 
mkkd, f aotiiarlty would iSpoa have Mrorn 

off 
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off my aftonifliment had not my coufinV 
houfe prefented to me a hot-bed of em- 
bryo litigation. His family confifts of 
his wife, a fon> four daughters, a young 
lady unhappily a wardy and a competent 
number of domeftics ; and from morn 
till night it fecmsthe bufinefs, the joy, 
and the endeavor of all thcfe perfons, 
excepting only his ward, to torment 
each other. The fervants would claim 
pity, for the condition of a galley-flave 
muft be preferable ta theirs ; but that 
Mrs. Serpent has hired and difcharged 
all of that clafs in the neighborhood, 
who deferve regard, and they are now 
attended onr by fuch a crew as no one 
clfe could keep. Nay, half the year at 
leafi, if what I fee is their general plan> 
ihey muft wait on thcmfelves, foi: they 
have a change in their miniftry almoft 
daily :th e dinner is' ieldom di^eft twice 
by the fame perfon ; and> from what I 
am forxed to hear, it not unfrequently 

happens^ 
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happ' ns, that their whole houfliold de- 
part at once — *tis well if they go empty- 
handed. 

Mr. Serpent himfelf is a man of flial- 
Jow underftanding, weak intelleft, and 
-confined knowledge ; but for thefe defi- 
tciencics he amply atones by the moft 
perverfe obftlnacy, whicli by making 
his will the rule and reafon of and for 
.every thing, gives him in the end the 
fame advantage as thofe enjoy who are 
-Terved from willing obedience and hearty 
.affection. He has to be fure generally 
a conteft before he carries his point, but 
' fooner or later they all muft obey' — liti- 
gation is his trade ; and I very firmly 
believe his viftory is endeared by the 
ftruggle and pleafure of it, enhanced by 
the difficulty of obtaining it. 

Borrowing my ideas from the objedls 
around me> I compare him and his wife 
to indented parchments— did they ex- 
jBL&lj refemble each other they would not 

tally. 
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tally, but happily their tempers are Co 
formed, that the prdtuberaflces of one 
prefent themfclves to theinterftices of the 
other. The dolce Jpofa is of that fpecies 
of fair termagants, called Whimperers : 
flie will fret berfelf into a rage twenty 
times in a day, and by the fame method 
become cool afgain. Her lord and ty- 
rant, as ffie generally calls him, loves 
good eating, therefore fke fets before 
him the mod? oirdihafy joints 6f nieat 
dreft in the plaineft way, and which (he 
will fuffer no one to carve but herfelf, 
becatife flic will have the meat cut /ra- 
ptrly; that is to faty, wherever it is 
higheft, without chbice, or attention tdf 
the palate of thbfe whpni fhe helps. A 
quarrel ufually enters witlt the dinner : 
the hufband complains he is fed with 
horfe-flelh; and' caii neVer get a gbOd 
meal at home — ^then recounts what he 
had at the laft turnpike-meeting — and 
fwears hte cannot live on infipids.— If 

Ihe, 
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Ihe, Which very rarely happens, isr filent, 
he tcUs her the meat is tainted, and that 
file does not know how to provide a din- 
ner-^Madam then lays down her knife 
and fork-, and, in the moft tremulous 
accents, protefts he is fo nice it is im- 
poflSble to pleafe him— it is very hard 
he cannot cat what (he and his children 
eat and thrive on— inftead of /complain- 
ing and finding groundlcfs faults, he 
ought tci down on his knees and thank 
God for .every mouthful of bread' he 
has— for time wa^ when he was not fo 
iurtof having any dinner to fit down to. 
This in general is the outline of the 
-cdHoqoy which I prefunte ferves for 
grace before meat, as I never heard any 
<>ther; but fometimes, if the meat is 
really coarfe or unpalatable, Mr. Sier- 
pent will order the cook up, rate' her 
heartily for that in which Ihe has no con- 
cern, for his wife is caterer, and then 
order one of his daughters to leave her 

dinner. 
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dinner^ and prepare him fome made 
dilh. Mifs declares flie will be nobody's 
cobky and (its ftill : Madam bounces "up, 
fays ihe will not fuffer her viftuals to be 
fo wafted, and pofitively refufes to fur- 
nifh the ingredients, reminding her hyf- 
band again, in the true fpirit of Chriftian 
piety, that Grod's good gifts >are not to 
be fo deipifed. To this the anfwer is 
ihort : Sir rifes^ produces the gold in 
his pocket,, vows he will not fee home 
while a ihilling of it remains, takes his 
hat, and repairs to the neighboring inn, 
whence he returns, perhaps, at fun-rif<?, 
intoxicated. 

Here is now a fine field for madam, 
toexercifeherfelfin. Her reft is broken 
by his arrival : flie is in hyfterics all 
next day — complainipg of the cruel 
man, who, flie firmly believes, wifties 
nothing fo muph as to fee her in her 
grave — and well would it be for her 
if Ihe were there, for there the wicked 

ceafe 
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•cafe frbm troubling, there the weary 
Me at reft.— -In this ftrain will (he rant 
for an hour inceflantly— then fcold 
fome one near her for having iio feel- 
ing — intimate that fhe perceives who is 
her tyrant's favorite, and why fhe is every 
day ufed worfe and worfe, &c. &c. 

I pafs by the multitudinous variety of 
fubjedts for contention which this charm- 
ing couple ftrike out for themfelves. 
They both love money, he to fpend, Ihe 
10 hoard : Ihe reproaches him with extra- 
vagance even in needful expence— pro- 
phefies that ihe and his children muft 
die in a parifli houfe, and declares his 
t)Oundlels-4>rofufion keeps her without 
the neceflaries of life. They both love 
argument-: flie aflerts fomething — he 
<lenies itr— Ihe fupports it with vehe- 
mence—he tells her Ihe is an ignorant 
fool— ^they both talk till they are en- 
raged, he furious, flie in tears — he leaves 
lier in fits — ^goes to the Three Pigeons— 2. 

^0'^. !!• F. ihe 
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fhe fuddenly recovers and relieves lier- 
felf by unbofeming ber griefo to tke 
parfon's wife. 

But the fondnefe of tbefe tuutle^ i$ 
ftill more provoking than their battled 
are. Sometimes for half-a-day they will 
'he billing and cooing — ^then ftie takes 
i:he opportunity of reproaching him with 
Something he has done aniifs : — he has 
fpoken unkindly to .his deary, or he has 
ieft her alone— or he has fpent his mo- 
ney, or he his looked at we of the 
maids. — ^He tnay forgive her if ftie wrongs 
hun, but fhe fears that Joyce, the girl 
that fetches up the cows, has a Ihare in his 
heart, and nothing woUid £o foon break 
his poor wife's as having a rival. — Then 
flie tells him flie has determined on the 
•courfe flie will purfue if ever ftie finds 
him unfaithful to her— Ihe will ftarve 
herfelf to death, and convince him, that 
flie prefers that fuffering to the mifery 
of being fupplanted in his affefiion* — 

Sdldom 
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Seldom does her gentleman contain him- 
felf fo far; but if he does, the ftorm is 
fulpended only to burft with mor^ fu* 
ry : — an abode of half a week at the 
Three Pigeons enfues, and for a fort* 
night after they do not fpeak to each 
other. 

I intended to have given you a flcetch 
of the younger charaders, but have fo 
intruded on your patience, and fo nearly 
exhaufted my leifure, that I muft poft- 
pone it till another opportunity, and 
remain. 

Dear SIR, &c. 

Elizabeth, 
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iBy virtuous ufe thy )i£^ and manners fcame. 

Rows. 

2^i February, 1787. 
^ I R, 

THIS age is fo fluftuating in its 
manners and falhions, that poffi- 
blj^ before this addrefsto th« fair orna- 
ments of focicty fees the light, the evil 
J mean to reprehend may have given 
place to fome other, I thereforic date my 
letter, and hope^t wfU not be entirely 
forgotten, that on the .23d of February, 
in the year of our Lord 1787, it was the 
cuftom for the ladies of Great-Britain to 
drefs in a manner which diftinguifhed 
no rank, and excited no refpeft to their 
external appearance — A pyramid re- 
ijverfed was certainly a happy diagram to 

xej)re- 
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rcprefent the fafliionaBle outline ; but it 
has feveral minute curvatures which are 
not expreffed by this form. 
. Reafonably may the contour itfe^f be 
objeiSted to : — it has but one recommen* 
dation — its inftability — hut who knows 
what may fucceed to its fall ? — who fhall 
dare to prophefy what will be the next 
mandate iflued by that tyrant caprice? — 
that (hie cpnfults neither beauty nor con- 
venience is evident, for nothing can be 
more ungraceful than the modern difpro* 
portion, and fome of her eccentricities 
one wpuld think defigned to ftarve her 
votaries* 

The hint for the prefent mode erf* drels,: 
from the Ihoulders to the feet, feems to 
have been fuggefted by the fight of wet 
drapery ; the material of which the gar- 
ments are made, has in itfelf no elafti* 
city, and confequently clings clofe ta 
the limbs. By the abolition of that ju-? 
dicious line of circutiivallation the hoop>. 
F 5 ^ thrs^ 
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this propenfity is caricatured, and though 
fome perfons, who arc fond of fimpli- 
city, and what approaches ncarefl t% 
nature in drcfs, has aiked, who that was 
employed to ctethe the Medicean Venus 
would have p\ic oii fo uncouth a machine 
as a hoop, yet this is no well-founded ob- 
jection. In mixt fociety fomething be- 
fide Grecian beauty ihould be jftudied : 
I afl^ert that there is a decency, a dcc6rum' 
in ^^earing that uncouth, that unnatura! 
tiling, a hoop, which ought to tecom- 
tnctid it ; and hcAveter mconveirfcht it 
ifiay be deemed as occupying a large 
portion of fpace, while our females weaf 
hats of near three feet diameter, this 
feafon againft it cannot be admitted as 
extravagance of fize is not neceffary.— » 
JJly opinion that it is a decent part cff 
drefs will, perhaps, be controverted hf 
tliofe who remeftib^t how tifefol fome 
ladies nfiake a ho'bp to the pXibKcation o^ 
theif h6fiW*s excdlehce; but even this 

abufe 
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abufe of it had bett?er be tolerated thair- 
the out-line of the female form be con^ 
tinually obtruded on the fight. — Every 
refpcdtable woman would be fliocked by 
a propofal to introduce a habit exadtly 
fitted to the body and limbs, or one that 
in its prefent form fhould be tranfpa- 
rent — political reafons have been urged 
by an Italian writer againft this vifual 
proftitutlon, and fuch as fhould recom- 
ttiend the pradtice I plead for. — ^But, 
lays a modern Venus, rifing o\it o£ 
the water, what dfeeorum can there be 
in carrying fuch a circumference oi 
whalebone about with one ? — furely de- 
corum fhould fuggeft the propriety ef 
-occupying no more fpace than nature 
made necefTary. — Not fo faft, my good 
lady— whatever can tend to elevate the 
•fentiments thofe of the other fex entef*- 
-tain of women, is decorum ; the female 
^rfon is in fome meafure facred; and 
ihe who knows how liable is to attack, 
F'4 and. 
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and how incapable of defence, will never 
demolifli the outworks* ' 

Your% 

A FRIEND TO FEMALE BEAUTY, 



SIR, 

I T is twenty years fince I retired into 
the country to enjoy the produce of my 
youthful labor, and am now, for the 
firft time, attraded to London for the 
pleafure of feeing my old friends, many 
of whom indeed I have long expeded 
to follow my example, but retirement 
into the country is not now the mode ; 
, my friends have retired from bufinefs to 
luxury ; moft of thofe I left in Mark- 
lane I have beea forced tafeek in Mary- 
bone, and I cannot find that any thing 
toorc rural than Epping foreft, or Put- 
ney 
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ney. common, fuits the tafte of modern 
opulence. 

After the lapfe of twenty years I need 
not fay I perceived wonderful viciffi- 
tudes, nor that ftw of the changes 1 
met with pleafed me; but one in. parti- 
cular has giVea me lingular offence, 
perhaps Tarn moft fenfible of it, becaufe 
my errand to town brought me beft ac- 
quainted with it : this, is the cuffom of 
perlbns, when at home, denying them- 
felves to cafual vifitors ift terms that de- 
ceive.. I called yeflerdiay morning, on ^ 
my old neighbor Alderman Invoice, at-' 
his houfe in Portman-lquare — the por- 
ter — for a porter there was — faid he 
was gpne. out — Having urgent bufinefs^ 
with him, and imagming, as he is yet^: 
ia trade, that T might fee him at the 
counting-houfe, I ' enquired whether he - 
was gone, and was told, that it was to^ 
wards fome other part of the town to - 
meet a geptleman ; while I was fpeaking 
F 5 a fpruccj 
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a fpruce fellow of a footman came into 
the hall, and called out to another — ^ My 
matter's chocolate direftly* — I faid to 
the porter, that his mailer then certainly 
was at home ; when the fellow redden^ 
ing with infolence, replied, that his 
mafter was never at home to any body 
till one o'clock, and ihut the door on hie. 
I do not mean to animadvert on the 
general licentioufneft of fervants, but I 
would remark, the very bad tendency 
of this unthought of practice of putting 
a lie into their mouths. A friend, with 
whom I have converfed on the fubjed, 
tells me it is a pradtice fo common, that 
a fervant who Ihould hefitate at it would 
rilk the lofs of a place ; and that he 
has known inftances where a footman, 
who with a meflage, has related to his 
miftrefs the difficulty lie had to parry the 
vifitor's enquiries, has been applauded 
for his ingenuity in framing the falfe^ 
hood, and his perfeverance in maintain- 
ing it. 

It 
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It is apparent to «yery body that dierc 
muft be times when pedbns^ though at 
home, wilh to be free from company 5 . 
and as this is, or ought to be ^the cafe 
fometimes with each of us^ it is pity 
thatfome form of fpeech is liotuievifpd 
that fliould anfwer the purpofe. of this 
lie without the guik irf it ; for, in itfelf 
and its confequences, it is more criminal ^ 
than im)ft people I fiippofe think it-r— 4^ 
^ntlen3an in the coffee-houfe juft now 
defended it, by faying, it was always 
uadcr&ood properly^ but this I .deny, for 
I myifilf was ^deceived by the fellow^s . 
eflfrontery, and many bcfide rayfelf cer- - 
tainly are deceived ; for as there is 
no difcrimination in the repulfe, either 
thofe who ^meet with it, muft fuppofe • 
their friends thus denied to them, al- 
ways • out, or always at home, , which 
cannot be the cafe, and pray how am I, 
or how is any body to divine when I 
or they hear truth or falfhood, if de. 
liver cd in the fame words, and with the 
F 6 fame 
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fame uhblu&ing countenance ? — Ano- 
ther lame defence fet up for the pra&ice 
SS9 that is the onty method of denial 
free from incivility. — ^And what ia the 
name of virtue are we to involve our- 
felves in the guilt of faUhood left we 
might offend a perfon whom at lafl per* 
haps we care not aftraw for ? — ^Here let 
me obfcrye the inconfiftence of the two 
4>leas that thb form, of denial is properly 
underftood^ and that it is the only one 
free from incivility. — ^If it were proptrbf 
underftood, that is to fay, if the perfon 
denied fuppofed you at home when youf 
fervant fatd you were not^ which to my 
apprehenfion is the only poffible way of 
undcrftanding it property you then de- 
clare whatever would conceal the inci- 
vility, for you declare that you fhun 
your vifitor, and would rather tell a lie 
than fee him : and now I would be glad 
to know wherein the civiUty of the lie 
confifts. 

But 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



Na XXXIV.] THE PHAROS: ; 109 

But mafters and millrcffes, who in- 
ftrudr and autkorife their domeftics in 
this praftice, are not perhaps awar« 
that they are arming a fcrvant againft 
themfelves: that the evil I reprobate 
is a fin in thole- who even only per- 
mit it, is deaF, but I can hardly fup» 
pofe- that a very powerful diffuafive, 
they muft be convinced that they them- 
fclves will feel the bad effeds of it 
before they abandon it, and furely 

-it requires na great fagacity to point 
out, nor any credulity to believe this 
truth* It is admitted that no man ar- 
rives at once at the height of wicked- 
nefs, and that it is good and needful po- 
licy to cruih it in the egg- Now, \)^hat 
can give a poor illiterate needy creature 
better encouragement to purfue, or furer 

. footing in: the. path of villainy than this 
conqueft oveiv truth, and fliame— John, 
a raw lad taken from following the 
plough^ is brought to London m.qua- 

Jity 
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lity of a footman — his matter or iniftrefs 
puts the lie of Not at heme in bis mouthy 
and bids him ftick to it^— he does as he 
is bid^ is commended^ and laughs at the 
people he has impofedon.-.— He breaks- 
-a glafs^ • is feaiful of i eprdienfion or 
-difmiffion ; tberefore^ when taxed with 
^ it^ ftiffly denia that he did it, and is 
believed, becaufc he is too iimple a 
creature to^tell a lie.— The town and its. 
pleafures allure John— he haff no mo- 
ney — be cafmot fupprefe his inclination-^ 
he pilfers, and while in the ad, fays to . 
himfelf, ^ My maftcr and my miftrefs 
make me tell lies every day, fo either 
there is no fin in it, or they do not think 
it a fin ; and, why (hould a poor fervanr 
be nicer, or wifer than his betters ?* — He 
is fufpefted ; a ftout negative, perhaps,, 
fails where pecuniary intereft is con- 
cerned — ^he impeaches a newly hired fei- 
low-fervant — and is agairfTC-in dated for 
a Ihprt time— he grows bold — makes 

free 
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free with the plater— and the fecjuel 1 
need not enlarge on. 

Thofe who are moft ready to join my 
opinion, may flill reafonably call on me 
to fupply the chafm this abolition of an 
eftablifhed pra^ice would leave, and 
this I think may be done, by united oppo* 
jGtion to the cuftom, I fay united, be- 
caufe not only the perfon, whofe fer- 
vant is to make reply, muft adopt the 
new method, but he or (he who makes 
either by themfelves or their deputies^ 
the enquiry. 

Failing by Whitehall, while my head 
was full of this important fubjedt, for 
important it is if we would preferve 
in any degree the morals of our do- 
meftics untainted, I faw a duke*s coach 
ftop at a houfe, and heard, that the 
queftion put to the fervant who opened 
the door, was in thefe words — Does 
lady ****** fee company this morn- 
ing ? the reply was a negative — She is 

not 
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not gone to Mrs. ******V is flie? 
faid the lady in the carriage — the fer- 
vant replied — ^No— my Ikdy. is at home, 
but has given orders not to be^ inter- 
rupted. — ^Now here were, I dare fay, 
two ladies who had talked over and 
fettled this point, and had agreed, as 
all might do if they, really difliked 
falfliood, that neither fhould be offended 
at the refufal — If againft this it be urged 
that few perfons would brook the re- 
pulfe, I anfwer, let the experiment be 
made ; and at the fame time, let it be 
borne in mind, that whoever will not 
brook it, is an acquaintance whofe lofs 
need not be regretted. With all good 
people an early apology, and a declara- 
tibn of your motive, will prevail;, and, 
on my confcience, I think the experi-- 
ment would make a very ufeful teft. 

But be the inconvenience or trouble 
occafioned by this reform ever fb great., 
it muft be produdive of good effedh. — 

When. 
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When your fervant knows you will not 
ypurfelf tell nor permit ^ a- falftiood, he 
will hardly dare, to utter one to you — the 
worft will fear you, and the beft will 
refpedl and honour you. — In, the pleafing- 
hope, that what I have faid may hav^ 
fome effeA on a few minds raifed above 
the flavilh cuftom, I fubfcribe myfelf, 

Your rery humble fervant, 

Philalethe^ 
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Ye motley mafs of confradiAions ftrong, 

DEAR SIR, 

IPromifed you a iketch of my youog- 
coufins of the Serpent family, and 
1 now fit down to fulfil my engagement, 
ill the hope tkat if what I relate is not in 
irfelf curious it will at leaft be deemed 
Angular. 

I told you the younger part of Mr. 
Serpent's houfhold confifted of a fon, 
four daughters, and a female ward ; but 
I believe I omitted mentioning that of 
his five children, four are by his former 
wife, a circumftance to wl;iich no fmall 
portion of the fpirit amongft them is 
attributable. 

The fon, an overgrown lad, is per- 
force chained to the deik, and brought 

up 
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up to his father's profefEon : his natural 
diflike to books and pens fecms to in- 
creafe his father's inclination to make 
him a lawyer : the poor boy's genius 
leads him to the profefEon of a fox- 
hunter, but he is doomed to hunt his- 
neighbors — I fhould heartily commife- 
rate his condition did he not find a ba- 
lance for his misfortune by the pleafure 
of teazing : he is tbe leail dangerous of 
bis family, for hre tlevcr docs mifchief 
otrt of dowih-ight malice, nor any that 
he does not laugh at. Eating what his 
liep-mother had referred for another' 
day, demo^liilnng preferves, burning his 
fifters' clothes or work, telling ridi- 
ctilous ftories of them to ftrangcrs^ and 
fe^tmg them together by the ear$, are 
the higheft adhievfements of rhrifter 
Jackey's brain, fo that he is not mtich 
Wt^T'fe than a monkey or marmofet. 
' The youngeft daughter, being natu- 
rally the beft belorved of the reigning 

emprefs. 
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emprefs, is made the inftrument of 
plaguing all the family. The father 
Ihews his fpirit towards the girk chiefly 
by peremptory commands, and thwarts 
ing their wiflies ; but they are generally 
more in his confidence than his wife is,, 
and he will hear any thing they can fay 
againil her. Befide this advantage over 
her, they can fometimes get money pri* 
vatcly from their father, and this is an 
excellent means of tormenting her, for>, 
parfimonious as flie is, fhe loves to be. 
the fineft at church, and they can fre- 
quently furprife her into an ill-humor 
by appearing in a new gown, hat, or 
cloak, fhe never faw or heard of. — In 
thefe fchemes they are united ; but when 
their ill hunior has not an objeft, it is 
turned on each other, and there is no 
peace among them. 

But their ftep-mother has fuch full 
power of revenge as make their victories 
or aaticipations dearly bought. She 

caa 
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can force them to employments that hurt 
their pride, interrupt them in their fe- 
vorite purfuits, mortify them before their 
acquaintance, and in a thoufand other 
ways. In thefe honeft endeavors the 
^ood lady is much aiBfted by her own 
daughter, who, when bribed with fugar- 
plums or fruit, -will fit at the door, 
liften to their converfation, and report 
it, by Which means many a dcfign has 
been fruftrated; but I doubt whether 
"little mlfs will ever forget what (he fuf* 
.fered lately when Ihe was^ difcovered, 
and treated with dipt horfe- hair in her 
bed. 

Such are the members of this family 
united by confanguinity or alliance. 
There is befide a young woman, of con- 
fiderable fortune, whom the wife choice 
of her father condemned after his death 
to an abode here, till the lapfe of time 
fhould remit the management and dif- 
pofal of her eftate and perfon to her 

own 
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own choice. Emancipation is now at 
hand: a few months will releaJfe poor 
Charlotte, and rob my amiable relations 
of one obje(3: of their torment. Pity 
made it painful to obferve her fufferings, 
but could an unimpafl&oned fpe^tor have 
viewed her fituation>he would have found 
abundant fubj eft-matter to contemplate. 
This very dcferving girl it was her 
guardian's pious intention to beftow on 
an unacknowledged, though near relation 
of his own, and to bring about this pro- 
jed: ihe was for a year and a half peftercd 
with his addrefles and foUdtations : this, 
in addition to all the vexation Mrs. Serr 
pent and her daughters, through hatred 
and envy, could devife for her, was in- 
tQlerable, but happily tbie endeavors of 
thefe tcrreftrial fiends produced an effeft 
juft contrary to their wiflies. The <Uf- 
tinguilhed beauty and fortune of this 
y^ung lady made her an objeft of ge- 
oeral curiqQty^ and her perfonal merit 

had 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



had attached many friends to her. That 
{he was unhappy was well known, and 
ihrewd guefles w^re macje of the man- 
ner in whicli her guardian' would dif- 
pofe of her. Her danger infpired the 
worthy fon of a very worthy baronet in 
the ^ neighborhood with courage to do 
^hat he had long meditated, and often 
-attempted. He at one. inftadt told her 
he loved her, and would proteft her : 
3iis afliduity in the latter proved the fin- 
ferity of the former declaration, and he 
^demanded of her guardian to be ad- 
-mitted as her future huiband. This 
brought with him too much refolxition 
to be refufed, and from that hour the 
fweet girl has experienced adifferent-fbrt 
X3f torment which I witneffed. 

The arrival of a ftranger not quite of 
the family genius cheated her when I 
ventured on my vifit, and gave a little 
life to her countenance. At breakfaft, 
the .morning after I reached this Para* 

dife. 
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dife, her ftic-guardian, in a tone of ma- 
levolent raillery faid to her — So, mifs, 
now you have got a beau to dangle after 
you, you can look as pleafed as any 
body — This was followedbyfome galling 
jeft from two or three more of the com- 
pany — I was alloniihed, but I foon found 
this was family wit. If Charlotte be- 
flowed a little more than ordinary pains 
on her drcfs, it was to allure Mr. * * -^ * *, 
and fhe was advifed to leave ofFthofe 
arts, for her pink ribbons would not make 
-^him a better hufband. If to avoid this 
farcafm ihe rieglefted her perfon, nothing 
was to be heard but expreffions of won- 
der that any woman ftiould think a man 
liked a flattern ;— *but the vanity of fome 
people was aftoniftiing : — they thought 
themfelves fo perfeft.nothing could add 
to their beauty, or obfcure it : — ^perhaps > 
it would now be found that fine feathers 
rtiake the fine bird. To defeat this 
-pointed malice I advifcd her to brave it, 
- > to 
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to ufe thofe innocent decorations of her 
pcrfon which were agreeable to her lover, 
and to avow that flie ftudied to pleafe 
him. — ^Now flie was worfe ufed — ^her 
forwardnefs was fliocking to the delicate 
lady of the houfe — flie could not bear to 
fee girls hanging out encouragement to 
the men.— -You know, my life, faid fhe, 
with an odious leer towards her huftand, 
that even after we had fixed the day, 
and every thing was fettled for our 
weddinjg you ufed to complain that I was 
as ftrange as if we had never met be- 
fore*— ^Aye, my chuck, replied he, yCu 
was ftrange enough, God knows— I al- 
ways thought there was fomething ftrange 
in you — ^Don't you remember how the 
boys ufed to call you mifs Prue ? and 
don't you remember the ftrange letter 
you wrote to Kitty Crony about me ? — 
and don't you remember— F remember 
very well, returned the veftal, reddening 
to the eyes, how I confcnted to be mar- 
voL. II, G ried 
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lied a month fooner than we had fixed 
for fear Molly Peachum ihould be cla- 
jnorous^^I thought it now high time 
for Grangers to withdraw; I retired, 
Charlotte followed me, and the young 
Sadies of the family remained to edify. 

Mrs. Serpent was, after this, quiet 
for the reft of the day, but the reftraint 
feemed only to wet her faculties. "Pbc 
' next time Mr. ****** * vifited Char- 
lotte, the daughters were, in his hearing, 
V ordered to fet two chairs quite clofe 

to each other for the lady and her 
knrer, and Charlotte coming into the 
room 41 few minutes after his arrival, with 
the rofy hue of modefty and plcafure on 
her cheek, Mrs. Serpent whifpcred aloud. 
10 one of the girls-*She has laid it on 
finely this afternoon-— I fee if a youx^ 
lady wants a lover ihe has^only to apply 
to a bnck-]i)at. 

It would occupy a volume to relate 
fully the variety of miferydiefe venomous 

beings 
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J)emgs inflift: their ing^iulty is per«^ 
^tually at ivock in fabricatiiig tales to 
produce fomc family contention^ and 
whenever Charlotte's hiappy hour of t^ 
leafe arrives they muft infiiUibly fting 
.each other to deaths for her fituation has 
£0 Sharpened their wits, and Tendered 
:their kind exertions fo habitual, that 
they cannot fink even to their or^nal 
degree of malignity. 

And yet all, and abundantly more than 
I have defcribed, excites no indignation 
in my mind. I have never felt the leaft 
anger rife againft my coufin, his wife, or 
his children : on the contrary, I efteem 
them objedls of compaffion, for I well 
know that all the pain they give is as 
nothing compared to the pangs they 
feel — their tempers are cauftics to their 
vitals : they are anticipating the torments 
of the nether world : the efforts of their 
malice are but the fcreams and groans of 
perfons in agony ; and I doubt not, did 
G a their 
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•their pride allow them to own the truth, 
irhey could confefs fufiering beyond hu^ 
jnan inaagination^ and deny that they had 
^y part in the pleasures of life. 

I have already too much tranfgreffed 
on your Jeifure, and (hall, therefore, 
kave you to make your own comments 
*on the amiable qualities I have defccibed 
to you. 

Your% moftrefpeafully,' 

Elizabeth. 
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Let that day be blefb 



With holio^is and confecrated reit.^ 

CbwpER. 

THE manner m which Sunday 
fliould be kept is a point on 
which all who call themfelves Chriftians 
ought to be agreed ; and yfet, if we 
judge from the variety of pradice^ it is 
as unfettled as the moft trivial article of 
human conduct. Not only feparating 
churches differ from each other in this 
particular^ but perfons of the fame reli- 
gious denomination^ as if caprice and 
humor had once in feven days a licence to 
iofluence them, without regard to the 
rule of right, which can never vary, 
become feceder$ and feparatifts, fo op- 
pofite in their condud that a ftrangeo 
G 3 . to 
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to the deviations nature is prone to would 
hardly believe people agreeing in re- 
ligious opinion could be fo far from 
unity. In my vigilant capacity I Ihall 
take upon me to call my readers atten- 
tion to a fubjca on which I hope they 
need only think rightly. 

The Sabbath, or day of reft, derives 
its original from the expreft command- 
ment of God, who, having by his power 
Ci'eated the world, by his mcruy prortuil^ 
gsited^ fuch laws as tended to the tem« 
poral and^ eternal happinefs of his cr^i^ 
i^es : It was a commas^ment which we 
ftwft fuppofe the Jews to have received^ 
with y^Yy for' it contained a permiflioa 
to do what the infirmity of man made 
Aeceflary and defirable ; it gave them 
leave to reft from their labors ; and th#^ 
firidnefs \^ith which this reft wis eiijoined 
was an evidence ^f the benignity of the 
Dfcity, as no fervant couW be forced bf 
his mafter to work ; it was a command; 

eafily 
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cafily obeyed, it conduced 10 the vigor 
and ability of man and beaft, and, by 
its frequent return, it bowed in the mod 
gentle manner the Ihibborn hearts of 
God's favored people to his obedience. 

By the promulgation of the new law^ 
for which that of the Jews was only pre- 
paratory, nfuch of the ceremonial was 
abrogated, and oi;her parts were fo re* 
laxed as to make the obfervance of them 
a rational duty, a duty not impofed to 
try o\ir obedience by arbitrary command,, 
but confident with thofc principles of 
immutable re&itude, which our bene- 
ficent Creator implants in the hearts pf 
all his people ; none of whom can, with 
fincere conividion^ deny the reafonabk- 
aefs. of the fepvice he commands, nor 
complain that it is opprcffive. 

Hardly any reia of the ritual govern- 
ment Was nK)reilackened than that whicb 
wftrained the Jews^ in keeping the Sab- 
bath. Our Blefled Savioc himfelf thought 
G 4 fit. 
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fit, by an aft which the Ifraelites looked 
on as ofFenfive to God, to fliew that 
mercy is better than facrifice, and that 
true religion confifts not in the per- 
formance or non-performance of things 
in themfelves indifferent, but in the af- 
feftions of the mind. 

No doubt can be made that while the 
gofpel difpenfation retained its full power 
all who fubmitted to it and fincerely 
aimed at imitating its divine promul- 
gator, kept the Lord's day as he ordained 
it to be kept, that is to fay, not by fuch 
a fcrupulous forbearance from all work 
as fliould hinder their good offices to- 
wards each other, but by devoting a 
large part of it to the immediate fervice 
of God, ,and the mutual edification of 
themfelves and others. 

At length when Chriilians had, either 
to accommodate their religion to their 
pradice or their prejudices, formed them- 
felves into fefts, and by breaking the 

peace 
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peace of tfie church, had, in their opi-- 
nion, fecured their own, this holy-day 
met with a reception almoft as various^ 
as the countries on which its fun-rifes ■ 
are different. In fome climates it was • 
received with a mixture of devotion and' 
Bacchanalian revelry ;. in others with . 
fervile refpeft inconfiftent with the placid > 
joy it fhould infpire ; and in too many ' 
with a degree of indifference that mani- 
fefled unconfcioufnefs of its prefence. 

In the cenfure afHxed to the firft clafs^ 
I include the Church of Rome; in thar 
of the fecond the Reformed Church, as > 
iDfubfifted originally in Germany, &c.. 
and in that of the third, the efla- 
blifhed Church of England. And in fo 
doing I fear no juft imputation of un- * 
charitablenefs for all that claim an ex- 
ception, as individuals, are excepted. . 
I believe with St. Peter/ that in every ^ 
nation,- he that feareth God and work-- 
eth righteoufnefs is accepted hj him x- 
• G 5 and . 
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and I am as thoroughly conTniced^ that 
in every nation and fcdt fueh are to be 
foutkl. If the fubjeAs of the papal go- 
vernment ftedfaftly beHeve the infallibi- 
Iky of their church's head, I honor them 
fear their impltck faith and obedience. 
If the difciples of Luther, or Cahrfav 
or Zuitgltus, or any other teacher,, think 
they have recovered the ri^ path, ub 
falvation, they have my exhortation to 
purfue it ; and if we of the Church of 
Enghind are perfuaded that we worifaip 
the Father in fptrit and m truth, the 
fame candor isi, I hope, extended to us : 
but let thofe of every Heft remember 
they have no claim to this refped to 
their principled unlefs they confirm ^cir 
fincerity by their pradice. 

To return from thb digreffion. — ^As 
the manners, and even the elimate of 
countries may influence the tempers of 
their inhabitants, and operate on their 
opinion refpefting the obfervance of the 

. Sabbath"; 
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Sabbath :— as tbe warm funftine of Rome 
may naturally oppofe the frigid dodtrines^ 
of Copenhagen, I ihall confine my ob- 
fenrations to^ this ifland,. in which one 
climate, one atmofphere, and one go* 
vernment aft on us ; and as the Jews ^id 
Papiftsare, with regard to us, alawta* 
diemfelves>. I (hall confider only the- 
members of the Church of England,, 
and fuch as either by theiir compliattce* 
^th our mtode of wor&ip, or their ge- 
neral agreement in our fundamental te-- 
nets, own tMemfelvw iubjedi to the 
fame law- 

The(e perfonsthen, confiictered as one- 
rc>igious^eommuBity,Itouft divideon this- 
htsA inta four claffes : the firft, formed- 
by the rigid, or fuch as- receive Sunday 
with darknefs and an overweening fcru— 
pulofity : the fecond, containing the gay,, 
or fuch as make it a day crfpleafure more 
than of devotion : tfee tMird, compofed 
of the infenfible, or iucly asdefift from. 
G. 6. nd; 
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no employ, or recreation in token of its^ 
prefence; and the fourth, thofe few who 
receive it with joy, ufe it with gratitude, 
and make it conduce to the great end of 
fpiritual perfeftion. 

The three firft of thefe clafles rcfem- 
ble in defcription the three above-men- 
tioned ; and it needs fomething a-kin to 
Romifh faith to believe them memberij« 
of one communion ; but fuch they are, 
at leaft they belong to no other, and by 
the rule that every man is of fome reli- 
gion, they are all Chriftians. 

The rigid have often the remains of 
Calvinifm in their tempers and opinions i 
they conceive felf-denial a virtue highly 
acceptable to their Maker: they are 
ftridl in their attendance on public wor- 
Ibip, and hold chearfulnefs, or any de- 
gree of fociety on the Lord's Day, fin- 
ful : they are nearly as fcrupuk>u6 about 
labor as the Ifraelites*; will ftir no where 
but to church; eftimate the merit of 

their 



Digitized by VjOO^IC 



NaXXXVL] THE PHARQS. 135, 

their preacher by the ftrength of his 
lungs ; and, unlefs ufe bas blunted their 
natural feelings, as they have pafied 
the day in glooni they retire to reft in 
difguft. 

Of the gay fome rife early, drefo for . 
church, are ready to fct out when the 
fervice is near its meridian, difturb the 
congregation by their entrance, and their 
finery, and in leaving the church pick 
up a party for Kenfington-gardens, Hyde- 
park, or whatever ia the pruda of the 
place they live in 5 return home to drefs,, 
entertain company at dinner, and fpend 
the evening hy the help of mufic, or, 
not improbably, cards : others wait 
with impatience for the return of Sun- 
day, that they may employ it in a jaunt 
out of town, or fome fuch tecreation. 

The infenfible there is little need of 

defcribing : traders, whofe attachment 

"to wealth has fuffocated their love of 

pleafurcj make a large part of this clafs : 

they 
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they plod* on, regarding neither times 
nor feafonsy and for the eafe of their 
confcience cultivate a groundlefs belief 
that morality may be pleaded as merit, 
while they negleft the ordinances, of 
God. They deride all worftfip, laugh at 
prieft-craft, and think a chvrch a proper 
refuge for none but old women and hy* 
pocrites* 

After conHnenting on cbaraders tluir 
defermed,. h&vt amiable does cbe hSt 
da& I pointed ouc appear. A malter 
or miftrefs of a family jeadiog an infant 
offipring and domefticsto the fervke of 
God, enforcing their precepts of refi»* 
gi<Mi by their pious examf^, teaching 
their children decency and attention in 
their lifping adorations of the Almighty.. 
When public worlhip is fufpended caf^ 
rying them, not to the crouded haunts of 
men^ where tbey ind:ribe the fisft evil 
prineipfesof Iuxury,^but to fbch.pltace8>as 
fkeu forth the uncios^^anunated works of 

their 
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their Creator, dircftistg tbeir views to 
the glorious expanfe of Heaven, the 
rich profpe(9l, or his more minute handy- 
works; and after a chearful participa- 
tion of well-ebofendomeftic indulgences, 
again inffanadbng thon in their duty, and 
difmiiing them to their reft with prayers, 
that the grace of God may co-operate 
with their honeft endeavors — Pleafures 
fuch as thefe. It will be faid, it is in the 
power of parents only to procure. True, 
all cannot indulge the luxury of bene- 
ficence, but all may perform the duties 
of religion with alacrity and devotion. 

Let me therefore advife fuch of my 
readers as wilh for eternal peace, and 
the approbation of their confciences, to 
'regard this day with the reverence it 
demands. Rejoice in the Lord, but let 
your moderation be known unto all men. 
Let all worldly cares be difmiffed, let 
them conteniplate with chearful grati- 
tude the bleffing they enjoy in the peace- 
able 
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able exercife of their religion, let them 
endeavor to mark this day by deeds of 
goodncfs, and remember that the day 
on which our great Creator refted from 
htswork, and our bleffed Redeemer rofe 
from his grave, is neither to be fpsnt in 
fuUen gloom, nor trifled away in thought— 
lefs pleafur^s.. 
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Alive to every woe- by fi^Hon drefsM. 

AUfsH.MoRX. 

MY DEAR FRIENP, . 

THAT you may not exaggerate the 
quantum of obligation you are 
under to me fpr immediately attending 
to your requeil that 1 would furnilh a 
paper for your work, I mull preface its 
contents by affuring you that I think 
myfelf indebted to you for an opportu- 
nity of. holding the.glafs up to folly* 
You have raifcd my expiring hopes of 
reforming an evil that poifons all my en» 
joyments. I may now reprehend with-^ 
out being betrayed by paffion into too 
barih expreflions, and yet without fuf* 
fering love or pity to filencc me. To 
oblige you is a ftimulus of itfelf fufficient, 

but 
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but in this inftance I look ftill farther, 
fince if I do not deceive myfelf many 
in my fituation will be glad to fee an al- 
moft intolerable folly expofed, and the 
admonition I defign principally for one, 
may be falutary to all of the fame clafs. 
That you may be able to judge how well 
my complaint is founded I muft give you 
a fliort narrative. 

One morning about fix years ago I had 
occafion to call on an intimate friend 
>arhom: I wiihed to fee on urgent bufinefs. 
He was from home, but as he was ex* 
pcded to return almoft immediately I 
was defired to wait, and was therefore 
fliewn fay the fitrvant into a parlouiv 
As foon as die door was opened I would 
have retreated, for the firft obje& I iaw 
was a young woman drowned in tem^ 
amd leaning on a table. Whea ray 
name was announced fhe raifed her bead^ 
and in fome confufion invited me in. A 
imile now fpread over her countenance, 

and 
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and perceiving, Ifupppfe, that I looked 
6lrprifed^at her appearance, flie told me 
the grief I had been a witnefs to was arti- 
ficiali for that it was caufed only bjr 
reading a tragedy. We were now im- 
mediately acquainted : I found fhe was 
my friend's lifter ; as her forrow diffi^ 
pated her countenance refumed its na.- 
tnral caft, and after an hour's converfa* 
tion, which I was almoft forry her bro- 
riier's arrival , interrupted, I determined 
that my new acquaintance ihould noc 
end here. 

My conneidon with the brother made 
my acce& to the fiiter eafy* Every timo 
I iaw her I thought her lovelniefs im- 
proved : of the goodnefs of her nature I 
could entsertain no doubt ; our firft in- 
terview had difcovercd the fufceptibi* 
lity of ker heart : I knew enmigh ot 
hier familty to be convinced that an alli^ 
ance v^icb it would not difgrace mine, 
aad m a ^^ mooibs, £bding nothing 

to 
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to difapprove and much to admire, I of- 
fered myfclf and a very ample fortune to 
her ; not, I will confefs, much to the 
fatisfadion of my friends who wifhed me 
to choole from a higher rank, but L 
was dependent on no one and I perfifted. 
Thofe who had my welfare at heart 
however threw all poffible impediments 
in my way : my father wrote to her 
and enjoined her if fhe was really at- 
tached to mc, to prefer, my intereft to 
h« o'wn — rcprefcnted that a young man^ 
with fuch an cftate as mine, reafonably 
expeAed a woman with a fortune ade- 
quate to it, that as (he had fcarcely any^ 
flie. injured mc by accepting me, and 
repeat ng his prohibition and denuncia- 
tion of perpetual enmity. When I faw 
her next flie (hewed me his letter, and 
had I not been refolved before, this 
would have determined me — ihc beg- 
ged me to fuffer her to do as my friends, 
commanded her, faid (he wx>uld not foe 

the 
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the world bring uneafiriefs into my fa- 
mily, and produced to me the reply flie 
had written to my father's ftern epiftle* 
I took it and promifed to deliver it ; but 
he muft have been more or lefs than 
man who could now have remembered 
filial obedience : her diftrefs was ren- 
dered more obvious by her efforts to 
conceal it, I faw my affedlion met the 
return I wiflied, and I did not leave her 
till I had fworn that no earthly authority 
fliould part us. 

I went immediately to my father. I 
ihewed him Tier anfwer to his injundtion, 
and had the unfpeakable comfort of fee- 
ing his features relax from their feverity 
in the perufal of it — -the tears flood in 
his eyes when he returned it to me. — She 
is a gopd girl, faid he, and you muft 
have her — ^I am fure flic has not a mind 
capable of refentment, therefore let us 
fee her ; and you at dinner to-morrow. 
I flew back' to her with thefe joyful ti- 
H dings,- 
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clings^ and^ left prepoffisflioa fhcndd 
cool^ haftened our marriage. 

In a delirium of hzppincfs that left 
me nothing to wiflil continuedforlbme 
months. My wife was received by all 
my relations with the utmoft cordiality, 
und indeed^ now that I have been mar* 
ried to her five years, and therefore may 
be allowed able to judge impartially, I 
muft in my own juflification maintain 
that no one could be iive minutes in her 
company without feelbg themfelves 
captivated either by the uncommon ex- 
preflion of her features or the cxcefEviC 
fweetnefs of her convcrfation. rShe 
knows fo well what beioiags tx> the fe- 
male charader, can fo properiy judge 
when to confefs herfelf Ignorant and 
wben to fupport her x)pinion, ba$ fuch 
an enchacitmg diffidence about her, and 
yet fuch^animaUon as wins all hearts; 
and over all this^xceUence is fpread lb 
graceful an air ai diffdtj and fuch vir* 

tuois 
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tuous referve as entirely frees me from 
all fear or jealoufy. 

Though intoxicated, I was not how- 
ever fo blind as to fuppofe my wife un- 
touched by the imperfedion entailed on 
the progeny of Adam. I could perceive 
that in her general deportment her 
mind wanted elafticity, that in her opi- 
nion of error that which was the refult 
of originally good affections was for- 
given, and, in fliort, that ftie deemed it 
excufable to give the rein to thofe paf- 
fions that are not inimical to the in- 
terefls of fociety. As I found her cir- 
cle of literature included little befides 
works of imagination, and as (he had a- 
bilities equal to any thing, and was now 
to adorn ah elevated rank in life, I ven- 
tured to propofe her dividing the many 
hours file -devoted ^o reading, between 
books that might infirudt and thofe 
which would amufe her, but I could not 
prevail on hen No new novel efcaped 

her. 
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her, (he faw every tragedy that was 
brought on the ftage, but nothing that 
was not addrefled to her paffions had 
any charm for her. 

As her marriage had placed her above 
all houfliold cares, Ihe had more leifure 
than ever to indulge in her favorite 
ftgdies, and I foon was convmced that 
in the purfuit of this pernicious fpecies 
of amufement ihe materially injured her 
health. She became pale, weak, and 
relaxed ; her nerves were fo attenuated 
that fhe could bear no noife : if I fpoke 
in any other than the moft gentle tone 
of voice Ihe was in tears : Ihe was fre- 
quently in caufelefs forrow, and was of- 
ten obliged to confefs that (he did not 
know what (he would have. . 

But notwith(binding this extreme de- 
licacy of mind, (he would, when (he 
was provoked by arty mi(behavior 6f 
the fervatits, ufe the moft unbecoming 
language: they were ftupid wretche^, 

igno- 
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ignorant wenches, or mod abominable 
fcoundrels. Befides this (he had no tcfn- 
dernefs for the real misfortunes of any 
body : had a girl died of a broken heart 
for the perfidy of her lover, perhaps my 
Mimofa would have wept for her ; but 
when her maid was at the point of death 
in a fever, her miilrefs infifted on the 
impoffibility of her doing otherwife than 
well, obferving that fuch ftrong vulgar 
creatures could battle any difeafe ; but 
however the poor girl died. 

Providence at hft bleffed us with a 
fon, and I hoped Mimofa's affeAion and 
attention would now be laudably di- 
reded : Ihc was for fonie months very 
fond of her charge, but the young gen» 
tleman happening to prove (lout and ro« 
buft^ and beginning to fhew a counter 
. nance indelicately rofy, was difmifled 
from his mother^s company : he looked 
fo vulgar and was fo noify it was im- 
jv)ffible to endure him. This was the 

VOL. II. H firft 
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firft open rupture we had. I barba- 

roufly prohibited his being fent away 

^rom us. My wife told me I was very 

.cruel, and indeed J wa? obftinate, but 

'flie "fitted me, 'for fhe. faw; her child at 

a flated hour once a day, and the whole 

rof her leifure was again devoted to that 

infernal rhapfody the Sorrows of Werter 

,tind half a hundred fuch books. 

In addition to thrfe numerous pro- 
evocations, her behavior to my relations 
is infupportablp ; Ihe ftigmatizes them 
all as. vulgar and cruel, becaufe they do 
♦npt give into her way of thinking. 
'When they vifit us, they are eternally 
.peftered -with her fine feelings anddif- 
gufted with her .complaints of delicate 
health, when, in truth, flie is ruining 
a very fine conftitution by enervating her 
-mind with the tralh Ihe feeds it on, and 
growing every day weaker by lying a-hed 
till noon becaufe flic; thinks herfelf too 
ill to rife. 

^SucK, 
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Such, my dear friend, is my fituation 
unexaggerated. I hope brutality of 
temper can never be juftly charged on 
me, but perhaps I am fo difgufted with 
the nonfenfe of fine feelings that I err on , 
the other fide, lean pity the misfor- 
tunes of my fellow creatures, and fliould 
hate myfelf were I not ever ready to 
render to others that afliftance which 
we all alternately need. The precepts 
of our Saviour make me bear with my 
wife's folly — I will never fdrfake her ; 
but while Ihe perfifts in this courfe I 
cannot entertain that afFedtion for her 
which is neceflary to our happinefs. 
From the fpecimen I have in her, I 
conclude modiflx fenfibility to be a 
weaknefs compounded of incongruities, 
and, I dare fay, were the heart of a fine 
lady anatomized, it would be found to 
contain an aperture only to be entered 
by fuch darts as are every week Ihot at 
random under the form of puling trage- 
H 2 dies. 
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diesj rhapfodical letters^ and furfeiting 
XT&ts of love. 

Sureljr it is the dirty of every moral 
writer to endeavor the extirpation of 
this fiily, this noxious tafte^ or we ihall^ 
in the next age, not have one woman 
.untainted by the infedbioo. What 
wives, mothers, and daughters we may 
fee, when this rage is at its height, I 
jtremble to think on. 

Your very finccre friend^ 

H. W. 
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She has mofl chariti» who b the lAdfl (Incere. 

Gauth, 

THAT there is Ho infult which a 
generous mind refents more than 
an endeavor to impofe, is an uncontro- 
verted truthy yet the charafter of a dupe 
is univerfally thought as fcandalous as it 
is pitiable* Surely were our notion^ of 
good and evil corretftwe (hould not regard 
with contempt the man who, for want 
of the ill qualities of diftruft and fufpi- 
cion^ fuffers indignity, or, perhaps, per- 
fonal injury. — ^The dupe at the gaming- 
table is juftly defpifed becaufe he has 
liailed in a vicious attempt ; but he, who 
by too good an opinion of his friendV, 
or his wife's integrity, has been ruined 
in his fortune,, or his peace, deferve* 
Mr pity and our confolation. 

H 3 Of 
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Of the various fpecies of fraud none 
calls more loudly for redrefs than the art 
_ of fimulation, none ftrikes deeper at the 
foundation of fociety. Its tupitude is 
proportioned to the end for which it is 
exerted : in politics, if we may credit 
the leAuring earl, it is neceffary, but it 
is. a fad neceflity- In ordinary com- 
jnerce, between man and man, it is 
never prodi^ive of any but ill confe- . 
quences; and notwithftandihg all the 
paijis that have been taken to recom- 
mend and to juftify it, it is much to be 
wiflied it were banifhed from the world* 
If it muft be retained : — ^if it be thought 
impoffible to fleer our fmall barks through 
4^crouded ocean of life without conceal- 
ing whither we are bound, at leaft ietthofc 
be forbidden the ufe of it x)n whofe fin- - 
cerity the happinefs of another is to de^ 
|)end. Tht re are concerns in which it is 
of the utmoft importance to us to learn 
the truths and of theic n<»ie i& held, by 

ferious - 
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ferious people, of higher moment than' 
that of forming a connexion, whofe con- 
fequences can never be neutral, but 
which muft afford us- either the moft ex- 
qiiifite pleafure fociety knows, or doota 
us through life to mifery. 

Sincerity between two- perfons who 
are to fpend their days together,, is fo^ 
abfolutely effential to the- peace of each, 
that it is incredible that deceit Ihould 
ever enter into fuch a negociation, fince 
it is obvious to every one's eyes, that 
the inevitable mifery following it, thotigh^ 
it falls chiefly on the dupe, muft recoil 
on the deceiver. Ahd yet apparent as • 
this truth Ts, fcarce a day paflfes in which 
marriage is not cohtrajfted "under falfb 
appearances^ Some palm themfelves on 
their myites for rich, whofe bankruptcy* 
nothing but this alliance can avert \ 
others for virtuous^, whofe reputation 
needs this cement. . Xantippe paifles her* 
fclf on her lover for a Grifelda, and the 
H.4. grand; 
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grand chjcA of gaining rank, or monej^ 
is thought to juftify any means of at- 
tainment. 

But of all purpofes which this bafe- 
nefs IS made; to lerve^ that of perfonal 
deception is the mod odious^ and the 
lead entitled to forgivenefs. It is a fuf- 
ficient mortification -on an enamored 
youth to find his afleAions were placed 
on carmine and pearl-powder inftead of 
flefh and bloody but there is honefty in 
the acknowledgment that in a degree 
atones for the deception ; whereas (he, 
who knowing what is her attra&ion, fuf- 
fers him who folicits her hand to be 
cheated into an indiffoluble engagement 
is guilty of unpardonable impofition; 
*and if (he has a heart that can feel flights, 
contempt, difguft, and hatred, flie wiU 
for ever repent and deteft her fuccefef ul 
fimulation. 

Hi L A R 1 o was the heir of a very plen- 
tiful cftate; his rank and perfonal re- 

commen-- 
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commendations afforded him a large 
circle of beauties to chufe a wife from^ 
but be iaw thofc of his own country* 
with indifference. On the Continent he 
was captivated by a young lady of a re- 
duced though noble family ;. and hoping 
that the advantage of bis fortune would 
furmpunt other difficulties,; be deter* 
Quned ta flay near her long enough to^ 
niake an intioiate acquaintance with her ;^ 
and, if Ihe proved what in a few vifit*^ 
Ihe had apjj^ed,. to offer her his heart - 
aad band^ 

All this enquiries concerning- her* rc*^ 
ceived the moft (atisfadtory anfwcr : all' 
1^ friends acknowledged her worthy of 
him. She wa^ €Very where admired for « 
her beauty and her wit;. and Hilario 
foon avowed his intention. - He found 
2)0 difcouraging imp^unetit; intimacy, 
increafed his p^affion, .^id Hilario pleafed 
ilimfelf with thinking he fliould carry, 
te his native country a woman, who in^ 
H 5 , p?r-- 
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perfonal lovelinefs and mental excel- 
lence furpaffed what had ever adorned 
the Engliih court. In this opinion he 
was not Angular; the palm of beauty 
had never been difputed with Aurelia; 
fee was gazed at even by thofe on whom 
her charms could have no influence as a 
model of grace ; the powers of her mind 
ifrere as admirable, and Hilario was en- 
vied by all whofe hopes had been ex- 
citerf. 

Thus happy, all his care was to ex- 
pedite that event which feould fecure her 
to him, and he enjoyed a flate of feli- 
city which he was certain muft increafe. 
He introduced all his acquaintance to 
her, and received from all a teftimony 
of his fuccefi^ in his endeavor to find 
fingUlar perfe^on. One friend onljr 
ventured to warn him, diat there weft 
means of heightening beauty, of which 
it was whifpered that Aurelia availed 

herfelf-- 
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herfelf — btat, added he, as in this coiin-^ 
try an artificial complexion is fanftionea 
by cuftom, if her's is fo ihe would un- - 
ddubfedly confefs it to you : — there it • 
no ftigma affixed to the ]kafitice here, , 
therefore it is innocent, andl only hint 
it- that yoii may not hereafter be vexed ' 
aryouT miftake* . 

Hilario looked difconcerted at this 
intimation, )b«t his confidence returned, 
and he promifed to mentioii the doubt 
to Aurelia. At their next interview he 
did fo, excufing the Angularity of his • 
interrogatory, hf ftating the opinion of 
the refpedtable ^part of his countrymen 
on this head, arid hinting that henevei* 
could forgive fuch- a deception. She 
fired at the imputation, infilted on^know- 
ing who had raifed a fufpicion fo inju- 
rious to her, and burtt into tears,- de-^ 
ploririg the inftability of female happi- 
nefs, which muft depend on the breath 
of. others. JFlilario was convinced, and 
H 6 heartily 
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heartily angry with himfelf ' for having 
followed fuch advice : he intreated Au« 
rclia's forgivenefs ; Ihc was not eafily ap- 
peafed : he was flilL better fatisfied^ and 
quitted her to reproach his friend; whoj^ 
after expreffing his forrow for the unea- 
finefs he had occafioned^. begged to heat 
what had pafled. 

. When Hilario had related his convcr* 
fatlon with Aureliawr— This,, faid his ad-- 
vifer, wai the effeftual way to. make her 
conceal the truth : I will fubmit to any 
penalty if my judgment is erroneous^ 
but I know Aurelk and. her mind per»- 
feftly welL I know it is of importance 
tp her faraily to difpofe of bee : Iknoi^ 
your happincfs depends on.het integrity, 
jand I muft urge you to a (econd trials 
not fo much that you may come at this 
faft, as that you may be afcertained as 
to her moral qualities. I blame no wo. 
man reiident here fpr uiing faditious 
beauty, becaufe oppofition to univcrfal 

cuftom 
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cuftom indicates pride or contempt of 
the public opinion ; but as I would a^ 
void miferjr I would fliun a permanent 
connexion with her who Ihould give into 
the cjaftom and deny it.. Tell her you 
can tolerate it, and even approve it bere^ 
and if flic confeflTes it, you have at once 
a proof of her love for you, and of her 
integrity — It required mudh^ rhetoric to 
prevail on Hilario,, but at length he 
confented to make diis experiment. . 

At his next vifit to Aurelia} he again, 
under the appearance of Aipplieating^ her 
forgiveneft, intrpduced tl^c fubje^k, and 
added ta it what his friend bad prompted 
him to. fay.— She, heard him .now with 
filence, and his faith daggered, till 
with hefitation and vifibie.reludance fht 
told him flie could have flopped his 
friend's calumny had flie liftened to his 
overtures — that flander v<ras often pro- 
duced by envy and difappointmeat, and 

tbai 
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thkt fuch was its origin in the prefent 
ihftanc^* 

This Was fufficient to alarm HUa- 
rio: — ftie fawhis anger ^ rife — ibt en- 
treated and obtained his promife ^never ^ 
to divulge what Ihe had faid; arid he, 
in agony at the infult offered her, both - 
in the flander and the (uf^icion it had ' 
awakened injiis mind, fought him wh6 > 
had fo injured Aur^lia^^and fo idvifedi 
him.. 

Enragied as h^waS he kept his |>ro* 
mife, and hfe'reprbaehes were coni^^eyed ■ 
tonly in^tnei^l terms. He. accufed the ^ 
author of this c^ohfuiioh with ' malicious 
bafenef»— th^y both grew heated ; fwords ; 
Were drawn, and Hiiario, in an inffiant, . 
few himfelf a viftor arid a ihurderer. . 
His friend'^ laft breath was employed in 
words of forgiVenefs, and injunftions to 
his advi^rfary to fly. — He went to Aure- 
liaj they embarked inftantly for England, 
^a^ were married; but his. felicity was - 

ppifoned : 
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\ poifoned by remorfe. — She fickened, in 
a few months died ; and her hufband, on 
opening her bureau to difpofeof her pa- 
pers, found there the feveral ingredients 
of that faiStitious beauty which had been 
the babe of his peace. 

The reader has anticipated all com- 
mcht on this calamitous but too true re- 
cital — ^he has imagined Hilarious diflrefs 
aggravated by compundion for his too 
hafty refentmeht, and can conceive, bet- 
ter than words can defcribe, that fituation 
6f agonizing grief for the death of a be- 
loved object, which is rendered not lefs 
pungent by the difcovery that the fub- 
jeft of our Torrow was unworthy of it. 
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Avec de la Tcitu, de la capacite & utic bonne con* 
MtCf on peut itte infupporttbk. Let mameret 
que l*oa neglige^cotnme de pedtef chbfes, font 
iburentce qui £ut que let ^nimet dicident d# 
Toui en bien ou en mal* . 

La B&UTEIE*- « 

CkNE of tKc many moral writers 
I who have labored for the good ot 
the younger part of the female fex^. 
has faid, fpeaking of converfation, that 
there is a fort of fi}ence which indicates, 
good fenfe. This is certainly true-:: 
there is a manner of attention to .what« 
others fay that ftirongly Ihews a mitid/^ 
and the various* turns of countenance 
and pofture, while thty ferve as encoo*- 
ragements to a narrator to proceed, are. 
capabk of much grace^ and often 
flrongly prejudice one ia. favor of" aa c 
auditor. 

Our 
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Our manner of attention, as it is ca- 
pable of pjeafing, is alfo liable to offend, 
and therefore it becomes a fit fubjeft of 
our care. Few I hope would be content 
in any point of focial intercourfc to flop 
juft Ihort of offence, fince pleafure given 
is ever refleftcd* Perhaps as tfiis is one 
of the minutiae of ethics, it may be 
ufeful to exemplify a few of the ways 
in which its rule of right, for a rule of 
right is to be found in all things how* 
ever fmaU or great, is infringed. 

When any one attempts to amufc 
Gelidus with a narration or recital, he 
fits in fuUen apathy, interpofing nei- 
ther word nor fmile of encouragement 
at any paufe : he hears patiently and at- 
tentively it is true ; but it is a fort of 
patience and attention that makes the 
fpeaker fear he gives him pain. — When 
jrou ceafe, he rifes frOm his chair, re- 
peating — Thank you, fir — much obliged 
to you, fir : but do not exptft any r<j- 

mark 
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mark or opinion from Gelidus — he 
heard you without interruption and in 
that he thinks he did enough. 

Chloe^s friend, Lucetta, brought hei? 
9 ncwly-publilh^d poem that they might 
Ihare the pleafureof perufing it. Well^ 
you have made me very happy, lay^ 
Ghloe ; now complete your kindnefs by 
fitting down and reading it. She does 
lb, and how does Chloe , manifeft her 
happinefs ? by playing with her lap- 
dog, and making him beg while her. 
friend was reading. Yet flie was not m^- 
«teiitive ; flie <:ould give a very good 
'account of the poem ; her playing with 
'TkteUe did not occupy her thoughts^-4wtt . 
fiirely <he (hould have forborne it. 

Tell Amelia aftory — at every threfe 
"Word^ihe interpofes — um-^fo — nnd theH^ 
»— and iuch like helps to difcourfe. Het 
Mer, GATHARii^E, pr»9ices anticipa- 
tion :— tell her an interefting tale, Ihe 
is beforehand with you in the cata> 

ftrophc— 
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ftropihe — while you are in the middle 
of it, (he cries out — and fo I fuppofe he 
was killed — or — and/o I fuppofe Jhe diedr^ 
or whatever elfe fhe fuppofes will be 
the conclufion. 

I once attempted to ft;ate a cafe to 
Tom Ramble, and began with faying 
"that the widow of Sir William Wealthy 
had been left in perplexing circum- 
ftances — ^What! cried Tom, lady Weal- 
thy ? — I remember her a famous toaft — 
why (he was one of the Longlands of 
Lincolnlhire — ^flie a widow ?-^ear me f 
I danced with her in the year fifty-three 
at Stamford races — I remember h very 
wen, for a comical accident happened 
at the time. — A wag that was there — ^no- 
body could fitid out who it was, but I 
fufped it was Jack Merryman, the fame 
that out of a frolic rode off one day with 
old Solomon Wifely*s horfe — ^you per- 
haps never heard that ftory — O ! a droll 
thing it was to be fure-^I won't detain 

yoa 
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you five minutes, only I mud tell it yo\r» 
Why you muft know, fir, old Solomon 
Wifely, as we always ufed to call him— 
I believe it was my poor dear brother 
Peter that gave him the name — you 
knew my brother Peter — he is dead 
poor fellow— died in the EaftJndie^ 
juft as he had made his fortune, and as. 
he left no will, all he has goes to his 
fon, a worthlefs young dog — ^but I was 
going to tell you about old Solomon- 
he fell in love with an old maiden aune 
of mine, and he was a, little lamifh — I 
don't know how he came fo— I have heard 
it was a fall from his horfe as h^ was 
returning from a vifit to his eldeft fitter, 
who married lord Porpoife — ^that great 
fat, rich old fellow with the fine eftate in 
Northamptonfliire — were you ever in 
that neighborhood ? 'tis a fine county 
and a delightful efiate in fummer, but 
in winter you may be dead or ftarved 
and nobody know any thing about you— 

-I ant 
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I am fure it makes out the old proverb— 
^e worfe for the rider the better for the 
bider-r-for it is a brave covtnty, and 
eftates there are getting ilp amazingly — 
why there was Sam Spendthrifts eftatc 
fold iafl: week for ^ five and thirty years 
purchafe — ^it was bought by Sir Harry 
Hardy, he Ithat beat captain Sportly 
St fomc affembly laft winter^— to be fure 
Sportly was hardly ufed, for it was a 
tfcry itmooent joke — he picked up a la- 
dy's glove, and took it to the place 
where the company chalked their fhoes 
—there he whited it all over one fide, 
and then llily clapped it on the back of 
every gentleman who had a dark coar 
on — ^the laugh was general when they 
appeared, but the beft of all was, that 
when Mrs. Rofy, who had loft her 
glove, faw ^he firft man fo marked with 
the pifture of it on his back, Ihc 
thought it had been her glove piiined 
there, and went to difengagc it. Ah 

^or 
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poor Mrs. Rofy ! — ^Ihe is juft dead — ^her 
daughter ran away with one of lord 
Mufliroom's fons — he that was in th© 
guards — and the joke of it was, that 
while young Mufhroom was efcaping 
with mifs Rofy, my lord's eldeft daugh- 
ter got off with Dick Lovelace, he 
' whofe mother was fitter to the famous 

duchefs of what was her name? 

I cannot think of it. 

This failure of memory gave me the 
firft opportunity of interpofing, and as 
I knew the advice I came for was worth 
having when I could get it, 1 attempted 
to refume the thread of my ftory. I got 
over a few particulars with only the* 
interruption of abovit half a fcore ejacu- 
lations on the marvellous changes that 
time works, and proceeded to ftate the 
matter of difficulty which was, that Sir 
William Wealthy had, by fome awk- 
ward expreflion in his will, unintention- 
ally put it out of his widow's power to 

accept 
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accept a very lucrative fituation oiFered 
to her youngeft fon. Here having occa- 
sion, to mention another perfon, Tom 
was again fet off, and when at laft a paufc 
allowed me to proceed, it was of little 
^vail, for on mentioning the fituation, 
which was mercantile, he digrefled to 
: the advatvtages of commerce fo luxuri- 
antly, that finding it impoflible to get 
any aid from him I feigned hurry, and 
departed, leaving Tom, I dary lay, not 
aware that he had heard but half my 
ftory. 

So various and fo common are thefe 
deviations from propriety and good man- 
ners, that one would be inclined to think 
attention an art or accomplifhment 
which muft be learnt before it can be 
pradtifed, and yet it confifts in nothing 
more than in a difpofition to refpeft- 
ful behavior, and a defire to fhun what- 
ever can give offence or impede the 
intentions of another* 

Id 
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In fome cafes a profound filence and 
unvarying countenance are proper a$ 
expreffing fubmiffion ; but in the com- 
mon intercourfe of life it is feldom plea- 
fant — ^the encouragement of a fmile — ^the 
interpofition of a word — an inclination 
of the head will often (hew that we are 
gratified, that we underftand or approve 
what is faid to us : and in the cafe of 
reading for the amufement of another, 
however interefting or conne&ed the 
compofition may be, I had much rather 
be flopped now and then by fhort ex- 
preffions of pleafure or admiration, than 
be heard with that fort of dunjb atten- 
tion which indicates nothing but that 
I have impofed fUence on my auditor* 
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■ Trifles make the fum of human things. 

Miis H» More. 

The following Letters Toeing allied by 
their fubjeds, they will furnifh this 
day's provifion for my Readers- 

Mr. Pharos, 

A T a time when tlie trading part of 
^^^ the inhabitants of London and 
Weftminfter are vying with each other 
in the fplendid decoration of their houfes 
andfhops/it may not be amifs to inform 
them that there is one particular in 
which they are ftill deficient; and which, 
notwithftanding their difplay of opu- 
lence and importance, fubjefts them to 
reproach : this is the ^ery inaccurate 
manner in which they fufFer their names, 
csilings, &c. &c. &c. to be infcribed in 
V o u II. I or 
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or about their windows and doors. Ill 
chofen, obfcure, and ambiguous cx- 
preflionsi, pun&uatioa that reduces all 
their recommendatory notifications to 
nonfenfe; and erroneous orthography 
difgrace fome of the moft elegant (hops 
in the metropolis and its environs, and 
muft imprefe for^igners^ who underftand 
our language, with a very contemptuous 
idea of Engiiflx erudition. 

I am aware that in reply I fhall be 
fold that the mailer of a ihop can incur 
no blame by his painter's ignorance, but 
I coatend that it implies ignorance in 
the employer, for the work is fubjedtta 
his oorre^fiion^ and may be made what 
it Ihould be if be knows how to corre^ 
it. I remember a pamter who brought 
an adioD agamfi a cook, by w4vomlie lud 
been employed to paint a fign with the 
vfQxA% RmJ and hilid evtry Jay, under it^ 
to recover the money agreed for between 
thenk-*<^The cook pleaded that the 

painter 
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|>ainter had not yet earned the money, 
as he had not done what was ftipu- 
lated, but had inverted the terms, by 
painting Soiled Mdroq/f tvety day^ The 
paintei* urged that he was entitled to 
his pay, having only correded the in- 
fcription, for tliat as every one knew 
boiled meat had the precedence of 
Toaft, he had, for the fake of propriety, 
fo arranged thehu This witty excufe, 
however, availed nodiing, it was deter- 
mined that he muft to do as he was di- 
re&ed before he could enforce his de- 
mand ; and Raffaclie*s brother artift was 
nonfuited. 

But a ftill more enormous inftance of 
this inattention, ignorance, or difobe- 
^lence, be it which it may, is recorded 
^n the entrance of a public building. 
A gateway in Blackman-ftreet, South- 
wark, diftinguiflied by the words The 
County Goal painted in large capitals 
over it.— What an idea, Mr. Pharos, 
I 2 . muft 
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«iuft this give a learned ftranger, who. 
After feeing this erudite infcription, hears / 
that this is the gaol, or jail (fpcU it which 
•way you pleafe) for the county of Surry ! 
He knows that a goal is a place whither 
perfons are propelled by a defire of rewad 
(Or rcjnown; that to reach it they in divers 
co^tcfts^x^ert the utmoft of their ilrength^ 
|:heir agility, or their dexterity; and 
when hfi fees a prifon named the Goal 
for the jcouniy vf ^urry what can he 
^hink of %\it people of that cou^ty ? — 
what b^t that their epdeavors .ai:e of the 
iijoft ^:^juftifiabj[e and moft injurious 
Jclnd, fince a priipn is the goal that is 
differed them| 

The French ballet-mafter who exhi- 
bited in the Stjand a painted board in- 
fcribed, ^ Generjy all dances teachei fy 
Mr. '* ^ * * * *% was not half fo abfurd 
as thefe Surry geniufes. Befide that a .. 
foreigner's errors of this kind are always 
entitled to pardon, he claims indulgence 

becaufe 
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becaufe any one might learn his mean- 
ing ; but, in the blunder I advert to, a 
new fenfe is conveyed, and one that it 
cannot be imagined any fet of men would 
be vain of. Perhaps this alfa was a 
witty painter, and defigned a fly farcafm : 
whatever was the caufe of the error I 
would advife inftant cofreftion*^ ' 

Your*s^ 

*odi Afercli, I N I) E X.- 



S I R^ 

I N all cafes I believe it is acknow* 
kdged, that the influence of a bad ex- 
ample is extended by the elevation of 
the perfon who fets it^ Errors fpsinging 
from high rank^ abundant wealth, or 
great genius, are not only tolerated, 
but it is foon forgotten and denied that 
they are errors*^ ' This is much to be 
I 3 lamented^ 
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lamented, becaufe it may, in timt, 
llamp a new effigy on vice, and when 
my lord or the doftor coodefcend to be 
wicked, their imitators may miftakenly 
boaft themfelves virtuous. 

The evil tendency of this imaginary 
authority to err is manifefting itfelf 
where one would not exped: it: It is 
corroding our language, and will foon 
leave it a queflion what dialed the 
South Sritons fpeak. 

People of what is called high faftiion 
affume a right of tranfplanting foreign 
words and idioms into their native Ian* 
guage : their dependents or admirers 
circulate them and ihdf become ki ufe. 
This is no facdielt an injury «o die 
£ngl& umgot than ^ it implies po** 
yerty,UM:ld renders obfblete words 4:>fteJi 
of a more foible and perfpiciiouft 
^eanbg thian thofe iiiiopi?6d« But tixc 
cwrupticm I compkin of ^sttends It^ 
snifchief owck £artker--«^it affiles mw 

mqan- 
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meanings to words of eftabliftied import, 
and frequently induces a ftrong fuf- 
jncion of ignorance ; and of this fuf- 
fer me to offer a few inftances.. 

The fignification of the verb to demean^ 
feems now if not loft, at leafl unfettled* 
I have often heard it improperly ufed in. 
converfation, but was very much fur- 
prifed a fliort rime ago at finding it ia 
the work of an author of learning and 
reputation made to fignify to condefcehd 
below propriety, or, in other words, to 
behave meanly* To demean is to behave, 
to deport, to conduft ohe*s felf ; it ne- 
ver was intended to exprefs the other 
fenfe which could only be affixed to^ it' 
if It were ^^mean and not demtzn. 

In like manner the adjedtive nienial 
IS mifunderflood. Many people lament 
the hard fate of others, who arc forced 
to fubmit to the Tnoft menial o^c^s : they 
do not confider that a menial office 
is nothing more than an houfhold or do- 
1 4 meftic 
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xneflic office: the duke's houfekeeper 
and kitchen maid are ec^ually menial fer- 
vants. They are not therefore to fup- 
pofe menial and fervile fynonymous 
terms, or that menial is an adjediive ad- 
mitting of comparifon. 

Corporeal is another injured word : it Is 
confounded with corporal, and frequently 
ufed for it. Neverthelefs we are guilty 
of an offence againft propriety when* 
ever we talk of corporeal ^rength, corporeal 
fatigue, or corporeal fuffering. Corporal, 
it is true, fignifies of or belonging to 
the body, but corporeal means embodied. 
All fubftances are corporeal, our exif- 
tence is corporeal ; but pain, ftrength, 
or wearinefs can never become corpo^ 
xeal, becaufe they never can exifl in an 
embodied flate. 

Thefe few examples will, I hope, ex- 
cite fome degree of caution in the ufe 
of words, and fhew the poffibility that 
our ears may deceive us into very wide 

devia- 
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deviations from eftablilhed rule, unlcfs 
we advert to the ori^nal. meaning. of 
the parts of fpecch. 

Your humble fervant^ 

Grammaticus* 
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• * 

Neglected fortune fliety and illding fwift, 
prone ioto^f oin fall fak feomM a&ire. 

Thomsok. 

WHEN I find the cacoet}>es fcriben£ 
in a flate of quiefcence, or, in 
other words, when my imagination is at , 
ebb, it 48 my pradice to yield to the 
influence of dulnefs, and to employ my 
time in gathering new ideas for the fer- 
vice of my readers. Yefterday morn- 
ing I therefore devoted to vifiting fe- 
veral of my acquaintance; and as I 
have not in great perfeftion that faflii* 
onable verfatility of countenance which 
wears the appearance of hilarity in one 
ftrect where a congratulatory vifit is to 
be made, and in the next, which is for 
the purpofe of condolence, can afllinje 

the hue of forrow, I feldom blend m^ 

bufineis 
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bufineft — but dedicates one day to gaiety 
and another to ferioufnefs.: My calls- 
therefore, ycfterday were reftrained to* 
(alas too numerous) a clafs of my 
friends — ^fuch as by their own indifcre- 
tion Tiad embittered the cup of life :— 7 
thefe Tconfider as beacons^ and as fuch 
fliall prefent them t& all who- honor my 
lucubrations with a perufaU 

The fchemers I determined to vlfit at 
the earFiefl: hotir of my fetting out, for 
reftlefs brains are moft likely to be (boa 
ftirring — ^tbofe who> by their iniaivity^ 
fiave ruined themielvcs, may be found 
atbreakfaft in the afternoon thought I^ 
but a proje&or muft be caught at a cri- 
tical minute. This ,confideration car- 
ried me to my friends Mr. and Mrs, Air- 
castle, wbom I fouftd in their newly 
inhabited two pair of flairs lodgmg — the 
breakfail equipage waiting on the ta- 
ble — ^he putting the iiniQiing band to a 
drawing of a model of a machine for 
16 boring 
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boring cannon ; which models when 
made, was, by the interceffion of a 
friend's friend, to be prefented to a 
gentleman in a public office, who had 
undertaken to introduce it, and its inc 
ventcM", to fomebody of weight at the 
board of ordnance — ^His lady was writ- 
ing apparently with great care — (he 
begged my patience 'till (he had clofed 
her letter, and then toLd me how ihe had 
been employed — I have written, faid flie, 
twice to lady Elizabeth^s woman, and 
having received no anfwer^ which I take 
very unkind, as when flie advertifed for 
a place, let her dire<ft to our Ihop ; I 
have now fpoke my mind freely to lady 
Elizabeth herfelf — ^And pray on what 
fubjeft ? faid I. — ^Why, faid (he, about 
our Sophy — theTrincefe Royal's houfliold 
muft, I dare fay> be foon enlarged, it 
is impoffible Ihe can do with only a man 
and a maid ; and I dare fay, if I could 
get lady Elizabeth to fpeak for ihe, So- 
phy 
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pBy might be thought on for a.maid of , 
honor. — But, faid I, is .^ there any prof^ 
peft of fucL^ an eftablifliment ? — ^No, 
anfwered Mrs^AircaiUe, I have not heard 
of it, but I dare fay it will be foon 
diought about. — I fhook my head^ for 
I would not be acceflary to mifleading 
people already fo far out of their way 
My friend had fijfFered a very lucrative 
trade to moulder away while he was 
planning fchemes- for the public good ; 
and his wife, inftead of attending to the 
family oeconomy, had for years been 
laviftiing money on the education of her 
daughter, in hopes tha*t the Princefs 
Royal might have a houfhold, which 
might confift in part of maids of honor; 
and that her royal highnefs might over-* 
look all thofe, whom rank or fituation 
prefented to her notice, and fix her atten- 
tion on an obfcure ftiopkeeper*s daugh- 
ter. — l was juft going to fpeak my fenti-r 
mcnts when Mrs. Aircaftlc began.-r— You 

know^ 
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' kaow, faid ftiCj my letter will put lady 
Elizabeth in mind that the public ex- 
peft this arrangement — (he will proba- 
bly fhew it to the Princefs, who will, I 
dare fay, after what I have faid of So^ 
phy, be very anxious to fee her — ^fo that 
at leaft it may get her an introduftion ^at 
court, and that, let me tell you, goes a 
great way now-a-days; and if bthei^ 
tradefmen*s daughters are tobe coCinteffeSy 
I do not fee why my Sophy may not pre* 
tend with the beft of them, for I am fure 
nothing has been fpared in her educa- 
tion—but, I was going to fay, I think 
it moft likely the Princefs, when Ihe has 
feen my letter, will go with it in htt 
hand to the King, and try to coax him td 
let her have perhaps two maids of honot 
firft^ and I dare fay thi^ King vidll agree 
to it, for they fay he Is a very fond mill' 
of his children— and there you fee the 
bufinefsis done— Sophy *^ fortune ii^madei 
tod flie will be able, may be^ by hef 

ihtereft 
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iritereft to kelp her poor father to bring^^ 
forward fomeofhisplaiis*-**Here her hus- 
band intemipted her-*-Come, come, my 
dear, fiiid he, do not talk fo much jufl: now 
about what may fe^—I want to talk to my 
old friend about what r^.— -You fee this 
drawing is now quite complete, and a 
complete thing it is as ever was fketchcd 
on paper. — This I have great hopes will 
be attended to, if I can keep about to 
ntgociare its introduftion, but that I 
fhail not be able to do unlefs lean raife 
fifty pounds immediately, for I have a 
few debts that p^efs^ and I have no al- 
temative but payment or a jail — my 
dear friend, coutd you aflift us ? 

Had I, unlike moft authors, been 
richi I doubt whether I could confcien^ 
tioirily have furnifccd fuel for this con- 
filming property in the minds of Mr.^ and 
Mrs. Aircaftle, but 1 had the privilege 
of inability to plead, and I own I do not 
much regret it, though I have jutt re- 
ceived 
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oeiveda repetition of the requeft dated 
from the Fleet. — ^Ib that fituation thefe 
two j)rojp6tors will incur lefs expencc 
than elfewhere ; and if it does but pon*-^ 
vince them that a good trade is a good 
thing,, it may be a falutary reftraint. 

From Mr. Aircaftle's lodgings I went 
to condole with Ned Omnium, who, 
I heard had lately, in hopes of doubling 
an overgrown fortune, fuffered deeply 
in -the Alley, and deeper Hill in his re-r 
putation. I found him in . a ftate , bor-r 
dering on frenzy, for his lofs was total : 
be had riiked all, . and chance had pu-r 
niflied : him for his devotion »to her. — ^I 
endeavored to foothe him — ^it was not 
to be done ; he raved at his ill fuccefs, 
he called- himfelf fool ten thoufand 
times ; , but yet, , when I would have re-? 
pi efentcd to him how he might turn his 
experience to advantage, and advifed 
him to employ his diligence and faga- 
city on fubjeds lefs obnoxious to difap- 

pointment. 
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pointment, he juftified eyea the mad 
rilk he had run. — Had I fucceeded, faid 
he, I fliould now have been worth aiv 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds- 
why Ihould I not be fortunate as other 
adventurers have been ? — ^it was a bold 
pulh, and an unlucky one — the riik was 
in proportion to the probable advantage, 
and had I again the fum I have loft 1 
will not fay I Ihould not venture it in 
the Alley. 

It was impoffible to do any good here^ 
unlefs I could have introduced Dr*^ 
Monro ; fa I departed and fleered my 
courfe toward a part of the town where 
I exped:ed to find another beacon in the* 
perfon of Sir Timothy Emulous: 
but a direftion to a green-grocer's where 
he now lodged, was all I could obtain 
at his former habitation : thither I fol* 
lowed him, and there I found him. 
This poor gentleman may date his ruin 
from a very remote caufe : heftoodhigh 

ia 
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in city importance, and was very com- 
fortably affluent, till it fell to his lot to 
make one in a congratulatory proceffion 
to St. Jtmes*s. The lord-mayor and 
IherifFs, whom he accompanied, declined 
the honor of knighthood, as ill agreeing 
with the fituations to whidi they muft,. 
when out of office, return j but my 
friend had different notions : he argued 
that no honefl: man need nerer fear dif- 
gracing a title, and that there was no 
danger of ks difgracing htm ; and he 
determined, m cafe the offer was made, 
to accept it : the refufal of all above 
him placed the temptation in his way, 
and he proved the confiftcncy of his 
principles and pradice. But he foon 
found that the trade of a grocer, and 
the honor he was invefted with juftled i 
his retail buiinefs increafed wonderfully 
for a week afterwards, every child in 
the parifli bought barley «fugar or plumbs, 
to fee die new kni^t, and their mo- 
thers 
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thers were purcbafers of fugar or fpicd, 
becaufe the girl or boy they were fure 
muft be miftakcn in faying Sir Timothy 
ferved in the fhop as ufual : he oimld 
not apprc^ch his ihop-door to breathe 
the falubrious gale that pafled through 
the lane, without perceiving that the 
eyes of all the neighboring flic^men 
and apprentices were on him : he there- 
fc»*e determined to give up his origtnai 
fdieme of realizing fuch a fum as 
would, at the clofe of life, infure bkn ft 
quiet retreat from its cares^^ took his 
head-fervant into partnerfhip^ remitted 
the care of his concerns tahim, and 
pui^chaied an elegant abode in one of 
the mot fasfcionabte iquares : this with- 
out a coach Wds intolerable : his lady 
jfound out thiw: in that refpeft they were 
withow exception jBngufer : it was ne- 
-ecfiary to do as the f^ of the world 
did, fee tho«g|ht it prefumption in peo- 
f4e of middling rank ti> deviate fromi 

the 
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the general praftice. Such eloquence 
and argument could not be oppofed; 
the coach and all its appendages was 
foon provided, and the fame rule of com- 
pliance was exteoded through all their 
oeconomy, fo that their houfliold, when 
arranged, coft them the revenue of 
many a nobleman ; and alas ! neither 
Sir Timothy's claret, ner his lady*» 
Sunday card-parties could procure them 
any refpedl or attention. Trade went 
on very unfatisfadlorily. Sir Timothy 
heardy in lefs than three years> from 
various quarters, that his partner had 
purchafed the befl villa on Clapham 
common, but the books, indicated no 
fuch affluence, nor could his moiety of 
the profits difcharge even the expences 
of his equipage. A ftrift enquiry^ was 
followed by bankruptcy — the fine Tur- 
key carpets were hung out at the de- 
gant manfion> and had not the creditors 
fubfcribed a few hundred pounds. Sir 

Timothy 
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Timothy and her ladyfhip had been at 
alofs for a maintenance. When I cal- 
led on him, I was furprifed to find him 
chearful and in good humor ^ his hair 
dreffer was doing his office, and as foon 
as he was difmiffed I was on the point 
of making ufe of the licence, long ac- 
quaintance gave me, by remonftrating 
on the non-neceffity of fuch an atten- 
dant, but he flopped me by faying he 
was almoft forry I had not delayed my 
vifit a few days, as he then could have 
received me at his former abode, whi- 
ther he fliould return as foon as matters 
were fettled. Many of my friends, 
continued he, advifed me to give up 
that houfe and take a larger, either in 
Grofvenor fquare or Portland place— 
indeed the duke of -— •— what's his 
title, I never can think of it, preffed 
me to have his houfe, bnt I do not 
love the antique, and I am not very 
ambitious; I love comfwt and quiet.— 

I cpuld 
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t could not divine what all this meant, 
and I fuppdfe my countenance pro- 
claimed my ignorance: for, fald he, 
do you not know I am to have a con* 
liderable appointment under govern* 
ment ? The minifter wants me into the 
houfe to oppofe Alderman Cat-in-Fan, 
and I have agreed on good terms, — ^I was 
introduced to him by a valuable friend, 
^stnd he immediately <5Hered to bring me 
in free of expence— But Sir, fays I, I 
will be nobody's tool^ unlefs you can 
fumiih me with an advantageous con- 
traft after I have done your bufincfs, 
I cannot flir a ftep-— this he did not 
feem much to rcHih — ^he talked of old 
claims, no vacancy, and lb fbrdi, but 
my friend, who makes five votes, was 
pofitive, and we catried the point. I 
vri&i Ae bufinefi wits guite fettled, 
for we had not, I tfrink, a <|uite explicit 
j)tomi(e-^but I have got at a cbnfiden- 
idal fervant of a very great tnan, and a 

prefect 
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prefent of five guineas, money very well 
beftowed, will, I am almoft certain, 
procure me a definitive anfwer. Ac 
this inftant a wretched fcrub of a girl, 
who I conclude filled all the fervile fta- . 
tions of the houfe, entered with a let- 
ter, for the carriage of which flie laid 
the chairman demanded half a crown-** 
this my friend moft willingly difhurfed^ 
and proceeded to open his letter — but 
alas ! bis coimtenaoce foon fell, and 
violent execrations fucceeded his hope-^ 
ful expreffions ; the co\irt-friend had the 
flight before voted againft the admini* 
flration ; by confcquence none of his 
party could be affiled in their honeil 
endeavors for the. good of their country^ 
and poor Sir Tim* waS' again cafi on 
the wide ocean of fortune, fbme few 
ppiinds poorer than before his hopes 
were excited,, and ibme degrees ieis a 
loyal fubje&. I iefc him foarce con-* 
fcious I believe of myahicnc^ for now 

he 
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lie begun to meditate a fcheme of join- 
ing the oppofition, and he became rapt 
in thought. 

My next cdll was on Harrt Heed- 
less, the beau barrifter of the Temple : 
him I caught juft rifen; he excufed his 
tardinefs ty faying the mafqueradc 
had kept him up till broad day-light. — 
And pray, faid I, friend Henry, what 
bufinefs called thee to tlie mafqiierade ? 
—IS it not enough that you get nothing 
by your profeffion ? — Muft extravagance 
affift idlenefs to impoverifh you ?— O, 
replied honeft Hal — I was at no ex- 
pence— -i went in my own charaAer, and 
the guinea for my ticket was fent me 
yefterday with a brief— fo do not re- 
proach me with having no bufinefs — ^and, 
by the way, continued he, I promifed 
to difpatch it early this morning — it 
came juft as I was going out, and the 
fellow faid, if it was not ready this fore- 
noon another council muft have it.— A 

hunt 
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hunt ndw enfiicd for the papers, and 
juft as they were found, and I was taking 
my leave, came the attorney's clerk for 
them and the opinioa*— It now ap- 
peared that this was his third vifit on 
the fame errand, two having been made 
ere the legal fage opened bis eyes, and 
he was reafonably difpleafcd 2 he in- 
^fted on a reftoration of the brief and 
fee, and nothing would prevail on him 
to go without thenu Poor Heediefe, 
now fearchinghis pockets in vain, begged 
me to lend him a guinea to fave his de- 
taining the mcffenger while he opened 
the efcritoir. The clerk then retired, 
muttering at Harry's negligence : I tried 
to roufe him to exertion, but I might 
have fpared my labor: a couple of his 
intimates called on him to take a lounge 
with them, and I found myfelf in their 
"Way. I retired ; and, at the bottom of 
the ftair-cafe, recolleded that Heedlefs 
>vou II- Jfv had 
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had made me treat him to the maf- 
ijuerade. 

I was confidering whither I fhould 
next wend, when I was accofted by 
another praftiticmer of the law, Mr. 
Raphael Virtit, wIk), feeble and 
ii>firm, was, by the help of his ftict:, 
tottering towards a dark ftaircafe : — he 
told me he was juft come from a view of 
piftures, and began to talk in raptures 
of a Veronefe and a Morillio ; but re- 
coUedling that I had not yet feen his 
Claude he infifted on my afcending to 
his chambers. He followed me very 
flowly ; but when once at the top of 
the flairs, even a blind . perfon would 
have needed no guide — one narrow 
path was left through the anti-room, 
the reft of the floor was entirely co- 
vered with pidlures - fet on edge, - nqr 
was his fitting-room much lefs incumber- 
ed — even there they flood four, five, or 
fix deep, and occupied every l])are nook : 

the 
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the Claude was now produced, placed 
in a favorable light, and prefented to 
my view — it might be genuine for any 
thing that appeared to myignorant eyes, 
but I would not have given it houfe- 
room, for it was by much the dingieft 
of any landfcape of his I ever iaw, and 
had evidently been refreihed — but this 
I dared not intimate to Mr. Virtu : it was 
a Claude, and he was delighted with the 
pofleflion of it. In the courfe of cohver- 
fation he informed me, that he recckoned 
he had nearly i^,oool. locked up in 
pidtures; fome of which he thought 
he muft difpofe of to make room for 
the reft; but a better reafon than this 
I faw lying on . his table — ^his butcher's 
bill of half a mile in length, which I 
fancy his tafte for ks beaux oris made it 
rather difficult to pay. 

While .he was entertaining me with 

the fight of fome of his beft pid:ures> in 

came an elderly lady to confult him on 

K % bufinefs^ 
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T>ufinefe, I made a niotiea to go, l>\it 
^e politely infifted on my ftay, and 
thus pre&nted another beacon to m/ 
^iew — She had, to fuppiy ^e extniva* 
gahce of an itfdtilged {oh^ made over 
j<he whole of her fortune to tim, and 
fiad Ifeft heffelf dependent on him for a 
yearly income — ^lie had done, as it might 
be fuppofed a young man wlio coidd 
.Accept fuch kindnefs from a parent^ 
could do— he had ^pent brie half and 
loft die other at a gaming-table, and 
ihe was to feek a remedy and a provi- 
lion. Her cafe feemed de^erate, and I 
ietifed that I might not hear her ad« 
^ifer tell h^er &. 

I was now returning homeward vvhen 
1 was overtaken by Lord HARixY in hts 
chariot J be made na? get in, and ai 
be drove towards my lodgings, told Qskk 
he had been in queftof me to a& my 
opinioij on a fubjeO; of ithportance. 
He reminded infe that he hid t*.o yeati 
* ^ ' before 
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before married, for her beauty, a girl 
of obfcure birth, forty year* younger 
than himrelf— he bad hoped gratitude 
would fupply the' place of love,^ and 
that he ih<H)id find an^ agreeable partner 
down the defcent of Ufe ^ but in this 
he faid he was deceived — ^her ladyfliip 
was proud of her conq^eft;- and infolent 
to her benefador — ^Ihe bad treated him 
with the utmoft contempt^ and he had 
teafon to fufpe^ her fidelity. His doubt 
was wljether he had Better Bear Jier 
tyranny in his-houfe^pr difmift hej: with 
^ feparate maintenance.— :I coy^d nptim* 
mediately refplve himj but promifed itp 
wait 0^ him Ihprtly. — I pitied ^iip Uxp- 
cerely, but I could .not exclude hira 
from my lift of beacons- 

Thps ended vny edi,fyipg ran^ble^ 
which^ in a very few inftat^ces of what is 
daily pafling, (hew^ me th^t no qua- 
lity or endowment, however amiable or 
dcfirablc, is to be compared with that 
.pn^ftmple virtue called difcretion. 

K3 
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]>iforder'd at the deep regard ihe draws. 

Thomsow. 
SIR, :.^ 

iW A S one of a company a few days 
ago where you were prefent, and 
from the deference paid to what you laid, 
prefume that you have an abundance of 
learning and knowledge, and can anfwer 
all lawful queftions. The thought of 
writing to you, for I could have died 
fooncr than fpoke, popped into my head 
while I fat oppofite to you, and ^having 
attentively furveyed your features, and 
difcovered by my flcill in phyfiognomy 
that you were not one of thofe crofs 
creatures who think a girl has no buff- 
nefs with a pen, I determined to addreft 
myfelf to you in this covert-way, the 
only one poflible to me, as you will 

perceive 



Digitized by Google 



No.XLIL] THE PHAROS, t^f 

perceive when I have difclofed to you 
the infirmity I labor under and confult 
you on, 

' You may, perhaps, tell me that xny 
cafe requires- more the aid of medicine 
than philofophy, but of rhis, nothing 
"^^ill perfuade me — Throw phyftc to the 
dogs — I'll none of it — it is a difeafe of 
the mind-*-not quite like lady Mac-' 
"beth*s, for thank God arid a quiet con»- 
fcience I can fleep peaceably in my 
bed, nor is it what I dare fay you wilt 
guefs — love. — My difeafe may I belieVe 
properly be named fear, and yet I am 
no coward; for I hav^ ridden and tamed 
a butephalus that none but myfelf 
could mount, and in the fpace of a few 
hours afterwards, though perfedlly well 
and in a- date; of uncommon enjoyment, 
^hen amted at a degree of happinefs I 
'had long aUxioufly itnd iijipatittitty tjs^ 
pefted, *fUFr6u&dtd by -whateve? couW 
eahilarate, and encouraged* by the pre- 

^ K 4 fence 
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iencc tif numerous friends, I fay, in tliis 
charming fituation, hare ibecome pale^. 
tremblingand miferable with fear-7-WeIl,. 
good Mr« Pharos, guefleil thou y^t ? of 
haTe I puzzled thee ?--0, if I hadiei- 
fure, I would divert myfelf in be-laby^ 
ruxthiAg you with pai^doxes,. but I tmxtt 
haflen to ftate my ca(e« 

Know then, fagacious Sir, that the 
genus of my malady is fear, and the 
j^cieft of it diffidence, called by our 
Gallicaa neighbors mauvaiji i&^^^--4lad 
I the ability I would ^ve you the Greek 
nod Latin appellatives, hut thofe you 
muft fupply if you are too wife to 
junderftand plain Englifh oi" cumren^ 
^French. — This malady is particularly 
ftroubtefome to m^ a^d never fails tp 
,vi£t me whenever I am fequin^dtoda^ce^ 
toSng, to pl^y the hafp6c(9rd« or u> 
jTctte in the prefeace of two, threes or 
snore perfons, and verily it is the moft 
JgaQpeftiooQit intruder, thr jmofi :n^lici- 

ous 
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ous tormentor that ow be, for it comes ^ 
when I moft wifh its abfcnce,, and nO' 
arts of niine can drive it away.. 

I fb^l write myfelf quite ferious^about 
it, and that I am not often notwithftand?- 
ing.this infirmityr^^ut really,. a|id t<y* 
treat tKe qwtter as it d^ferves, you do- 
,i>ot ^npw, yo^ caijnof pi^uiti? toyqfur- 
felf thje diftr^fs I pftcn fuffer from itrrr Jt 
have ftoodlo? theiJr^irs many a quarter 
of an hour before I could gef cpi^rag^ 
to enter a room^wherp lulf ? dp^icn of 
my beft fronds wcre^ and wheii ^ have,- 
Ifeft any one fliQuld cqmp out j^nd difq3r- 
vef me, made my triumphed eqtry, k 
has been,! atn certain, witjx the counte- 
nance and tremor \qf a m*lefaii3:or^-rr^Ia 
about an hpyr thb affe^on will fijbfide^ 
and I cati- then anfwer a qucftion pretty , 
fteadily ; but I^ieuld ^ny oi^ proppfe any 
thing by which T can amufe the com- 
pany, though I wifh as mijch as ppffible 
to render myfelf agreeable, did my life 
depend on it T cannot comply without^ 
K 5 evincing^. 
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evincing this foibie in my nature. — At 
^ bail I have often difgraced my dancing- 
mafter^ and puzzled my partner, and in 
a concert have had the mortification of 
putting all the performers out. 

Were 1 unufed to fociety, or had I 
been negleded in my education, bafti- 
fulnefs, or fear of expolTng my igno^ 
rane, would rationally account for this 
diflxcffing weaknefs ; but I have all my 
life been accuftomed to the beft company^ 
and aH fhat opulence, parental affeftionv 
and my own endeavors couM do to ren- 
der me accomplilhed, has been exertedi 
Nor exerted in vain, for if the fuffragc 
of thofe who have had the Angular feli- 
city of feeing me in a courageous mood; 
may be credited, I heed decline no com- 
petition in elegant attainments. — And 
yet, Gfad to relate! all my father's ex» 
pence, my mother's care, and the abili* 
ties of my teachers, have not enabled 
me to do what' thoufands, not half f6 

well 
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well educated, can . do without tke, Icaft 
exertion. As an inftance of my way-* 
wardnefs, as it almoft feems, take this — A 
kdy whofe . rank and kindniefs to me, 
obliged me.to a compliance with anyre- 
queft (he could make, invited me to 
bear a part in a morning concert; and^ 
left I (hould difgrace all connected with 
rtie, for a fortnight preceding I pradtifed 
the aiir I was to fing, till I believe all in 
the hdiife, who /had any car,, might 
have fung by rotc^Valufingandoamore; 
but when I was to exhibit, and had, as 
I thought,.. brought my courage to the 
ftriking place, not. a note, could I utter, 
but trembling, * pale and fainting, I was 
forced to leave xht room*. 

Many of my acquaintance who know 
that afFeftationhas no part in this folly,, 
liave advifed .me to treat it as a nervous 
diforder, and to .ufe fuch medicanients 
as are prcfcribed in thofe cafes — ^this I 
have done, but to no purpofe — when 
K 6 the 
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she orifeal erial is m £^t, I think how 
^eadful it k to appear before lo^many 
judges^ how incompetent I am to what 
i have luidertaken — my heart contrafts^ 
icfeif^ and away fly all my fpirita. Others 
of my friends xo encourage me have bid 
me confidence company prefent as pic- 
tures^ and a thoufimd other means of 
encoun^ment have beea^ fuggefied ta 
me^ hithetto without any eflfefii-i-Young. 
as I m^r ^^^ qualified^ as the liberality 
and care ef my parents^ faaire rendered^ 
me to' fiU the fiation Flro¥tdence placed^ 
ue in, I cannot wilfingly abandon^ i^ 
nor^fotefpthc innocent plca&ires of ele- 
fgxnt ibciety.^ If thnefore ljou cmkt 
fuggeft to me any confidemtions tendic^ 
to remove tiiis inocK^sniewe^ I fltould 
jiold myfelf indebted to you for the en^ 
Joyment of ^my fife^ and remain, good^ 
Mrr Pharos,, your obliged, 

and^moft buttible lervant, 

TlSll2HS^S:IMAr^ 
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THE cafe of Timidiffima is fuch as> 
ihtercfts me^ and* fliall therefore have mf 
eftrlieft confideraticm, and myr fihcereft^ 
wiftes that I could relieve her^ and fome 
Others of my acquaintance from the dk*- 
trefs ihe defcribe&. Tbatit is a difeafe 
<>f the mind is not to be doubted ;: it is. 
tifeen however increafed .by bodily ait 
:9icnts or w^dcaefs; but I am o£ opi^ 
w^n that iu>(effe£b of naedicine^, ihort of^ 
iotoicic^iliw, i¥Ould remove it. Men of 
the firft abitii^ have been :f\M>J:«ft to it,, 
as was the qafe with Add^foi^^^ho^I dare* 
fay, dten felt the feni^ms fo troubld*-^ 
.fymfi to ^y fair f^icndii^. |ilen of the; 
^cmn bavf? been eoiggg^ too^curity 
hy it ; a^ in#prt bpc|i(fei;es,4tllirainfcs„ 
l>ro£eiSona aad^^^s, havp fome^mong, 
ihem ^a^der its iidliieace.. 

But thai^ which renders it a peculiarly. 
.oppreffiv.eg4e^AGe is, that ifi our times^ 
it is wholly unfaihionable^. and a fiigma 
b affixed «o it'—bwt, for the comfort of 

Timidiffima,, 
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Timjdiffima, let her beaffured, that in- 
the opinion of that part of mankind moft 
deferving. of refpeft, h is preferred to 
modern confidence with which too many 
of our young women are equipped : k 
has* frequently called forth the moft 
tender affedions, and many a man who 
has determined that the age did not 
produce one young woman fit to be the 
domeftic partner of a' rational life, has 
changed his opinion on feeing excellence 
accompanied by diffidence. 

The conflderations that beft tend to 
encourage perfons thus pppreffed, and 
whofe minds have rejeded common swi- 
vice, are the fmall proportion they and 
all this world bear tothe great fcale o£ 
nature — our largeft fociety is but aa 
ant's neft, and but for the bountiful and 
Angular difpferifation of Providence, - we 
are below thofe creatures in importance, 
for their community, felf-erede<Ji felf^ 
fuftained, depends not on the life of 

others^. 
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Others, biit were man to rely wholly on 
the aid of man, how unfurniihed would 
he be found ! It niay ptobably be faid, 
that it is abfurd to enileavor at raifing 
the difEdent by degrading their im- 
portance, but not fo — I mean not to de- 
grade from importance any individual, 
it is only comparative degradation that 
is mortifying — if I could rob fociety of 
its awe-infpiring appendages, I fhould 
make it what Timidiflima wifties it, and 
this end is, ' in my opinion, be^ pro- 
moted by reprefenting the inhabitants of 
this terella in their orijginar proportions 

-^ The diftenfibn of pride, or the 

contra£i!ion of defpair, make us crea- 
tures pf afcate very different. from that 
In which we were formed^^^ but ftripped 
of all our gew-gaws, and reftored to a 
ftate of nature, we are viewed without a 
rcfradting medium. ^ ' 

Admitting the reftmbtance of fociety 
to an ant's neft, letTimidiffima fuppofe it 

fuch ; 
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jfUch ; and when (he is next called to one 
of her painful plealures^ whether to 
dance, to fing^ or to do any thing that 
Her diffidence oppofes,. let her imagine 
an a0embly q(. ants colle^d> and one 
appointed to fill her office — ^the little 
creature rife$> we will fay to dance — it 
aihrances tremblingand reludant — ftand^ 
at firft withput any motion, but that 
which vnatithpfauvaiJeboHte giv^s it^— 4hep 
moves a ^ttle,. and hai4ng;gpt through' 
(for we mufi not cs(ll it executing) wh^ 
it rofe for, it finkft^ ii^o its fe^t half 
dead — How would tym Timidiflimjt 
kugh at tfais' minii^re diftref^ !t— And 
yet it app^ars^. pcjrhap»,.not ib ludicrous 
tb her as ihe herfelf does to^one of our 
newly difcovered ^e^bor^, w inhabi- 
tant of the jGrcorjgium Sidus, who,. pro- 
bably without optic aid, is diverting^ 
himfelf with watching our motions* 

To conclude — I would recommend 
to thofe whoftand in unaccountable awe 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



No.XLIL] THE PHAROS. 109 

of their fellow creatures the ftudy of af- 
tronomy, not the fcientific, abftrHfe,or 
calculatory part of it^ but an attention 
to die magnificent asid ftupendous fyf^ 
tern of which our earth forms fo incon-* 
fiderable a part— in fliort, whatever 
would raife our concepti6ns 

^ Above the fmoke and flir of this difii< fpotyf 
iind teach 41s jthat^ as the virtuous have 
nothing to fear when all that they in* 
habit fliall diflblye^ fo is there tittle ta 
excite their awe in terreftrial greatnefs^ 
which muft vaniih^ and lite ** the bafe* 
^efs falw-ic of a vifiott leave oat a wre,ck. 
behind.'* 
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In a long flaxen wig and embroidered new coat, 
Her fpark, laying nothing, talka better than !• 

Frior.^ 

SIR, 

WELL aware how little perfonal 
remonftrance or verbal com- 
plaint avails in the reflification of errors 
of the judgment, I chufe your work 
as a channel for my opinion on the con* 
du(3: of a lady who perhaps thinks mfe 
too quiefcent to refent. ill treatment or 
too much awed to declare myfelf 
offended. 

The laft ten years of my life hare 
been fpent in acquiring all that I could 
learn at one of the moft efteemed uni- 
verfities in Europe, where moderate 
fame never bounded my views of im- 
provement, and from which I retired 

with 
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with the moft flattering teftimonies of 
my fuperiors* approbation. 

As. it was not my intention to lead a 
life of celibacy, I looked among my 
acquaintance for a wife, and as my cir- 
cumftances were affluent and my family 
refpedtable, I felt myfelf under no ne- 
ceflity to confult any thing but my own 
choice, and I determined to make a 
deliberate and judicious eledtion* Ac* 
cordingly I Ipent two winters in-Lon* 
don, mixing in all fuch focieties as in- 
eluded deferving young women, and 
having found in the perfon of Laura 
all that my idea of beauty required, aixl 
learned from fbme of her relations that 
(he Had the qualities neceflary to do- 
meftic comfort, I employed a common 
friend to mention me to her, fbon after 
which I went to make her my firft vifit. 
I found her lefs ihfbrmed than I ex- 
pefted, but as Ihe feemed' not dellitute 
oi intelledlual capacity, perfedtly good 

humored , 
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humored^ and free from vanity^ this 
gave me little concern. 

I did not difcover any thing dis- 
couraging in her deportment in feveral 
vifits I made her^ and therefore ima- 
gined I was every day gaining ground. 
Our intercourfe was frequent and un^ 
reftrained by ceremony: Ihe appeared 
to cpniider me as a £3untain of know^- 
kdgc to which (he could always refort^ 
and I endeavored to awaken the neg- 
lected faculties of her mind. 

You will by this perceive that oyr 
meetings had not the formality or awk- 
wardnefs of profelTed courtihip ; Ihe of- 
ten required me to folv^ii ^e difficvilti^ 
ihe met with in accounting for the ap- 
pearance or properties of natural objeds^ 
to deduce caufes fr^m effedts or tp ex- 
plain fome of the o^wy things that were 
phenomena to her pnderfignding t oijr 
converfatioDS were rational And inftruc- 
ttve, ^ndy ip a few mondis^ X bad the 

gleafunl 
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plcafurfe of feeing my endeavors to ren- 
der the future partner of my life an 
elegant companion, fuccefsful. 

Gratitude for the many new fources 
of mental enjoyment I had opened to 
her, I now hoped would influence her 
much in my favor, and I , refolved on 
. fpeedily putting the queftion to her, 
For this purpofe I one evening called on 
her, contrary to my ufual cuftom, which 
was to fee her early in the mornings 
when I knew her to have leifure, but 
there was a chance Ihe might be alone, 
And I had worked myfelf up to a degree 
of anxiety and impatience that would 
not brook the delay of fifteen or fixteea 
:*hours. 

I was difappointed in my hope aS 
finding her without company, for (he 
^ad many ladies and one gentleman in 
the room with her. She however atoned 
for my mortificatidn by refifting every 
motion I vasidc to withdraw, and by 

whif- 
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whifpering me, as ihe paffed behind my 
chair, "that her* friends would retire 
early. This evident preference encou- 
raged me beyond any token of favor I 
had received from her, and made rrie 
tear a part in the converfation with 
more fpirit th^n I could.otherwife have 
commanded at a time when a matter of 
fo much importance was on my mind. 

But I could not but perceive that 
Laura-feemed to think this knidnefs an 
excufe for neglefting me all the reft of 
the evening, and that flie was extremely 
attentive to whatever was faid by her 
other male vifitor, a filly, empty fellow 
drefled in the extremity of the fafhion, 
and who grinned with delight at the ad- 
miration beftowed on his tawdry waift^ 
coat and point ruffles. The creature 
could talk, of nothing but opera per- 
formers, card-parties and novels, ^and 
was^one of thofe contemptible wretches 
wholruft to fine clothes and a brazen 

aflurance 
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affurancefor admiflion and regard. His 
ignorance on all fubjedts that it becomes 
a man or even a well inftrudted woman 
of this age to be acquainted with, 
^as fo grofs, that had any one aiked 
him who was the firft Roman emperor, 
I (hould have expefted him to have 
anfwered (like the French treafurer 
D'Orville) Vefpafian. 

At laft, to the no fmall relief of my 
patience^ this coxcomb departed, and 
the company in a little time after fol- 
lowed him. I afked Laura who the 
gentleman was : fhe replied, with much 
furprife at my want of information, that 
it was Sir William * * * * * *, and 
afked me if I did not think him a very 
genteel man. I was going frankly to 
tell her my opinion, when Ihe flopped 
me at;^ the firft unfavorable expreflion, 
by faying — 'O do not try to fet me 
. againft him : — he makes me a noble 
fettle;menti keeps me a moft elegant 

equi- 
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equipage, and is exceffively good-na- 
tured, though perhaps net overbxir- 
xlened with wifdom — I do not doubt w^ 
fliall be very liappy together. 

I was, as you will believe, fir, thun* 
derftruck. I took my hat and was a- 
bout to retire in filence, wben Laura 
infifted on knowing what had given me 
offence. I told her that however my 
Tefped: for her had reftrained my decla- 
rations, I well knew 4he was «ware of 
my views in making an acquaintance 
with her, and that I confidered lier ad- 
mitting me on the intimate terms jve 
had lived on while Ihe was encouraging 
a man who had nothing but the fortui- 
tous vgifts of chance to boafl, as an in- 
fult. She burft into a loud laugh, and 
afked me, with a pert fnccr, whether I 
thought natural philofophy and the fo- 
lar fyftem ncceflary ingredients in mak- 
ing love; and then, in a fit of theatrical 
indignation, left the roora%-^On farther 

enquiry 
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enquiry of a friend I learnt that her ac- 
quaintance with Sir William was not of 
two months (landing. 

Now be it known to this infolent 
lady, that the method I took to win her 
aiFe<^ons was fuch as ought to have re- 
commended me, had (he been j[)o(re(red 
of any thing like a mind, I introdu- 
ced myfelf to her in terms, though dif- 
tant, yet not ambiguous : I inftilled into 
her fuch knowledge as I thought would 
add to her aniufemcnts and teach her 
to purfue rational happinefs, and every 
adtion of mine indicated earneft regard 
and very fincere love. I wi(h her like- 
wife to be convinced that (he has on the 
whole confulted my eafe in her con- 
duit; for a woman who could be fo 
Icandaloufly mercenary as to iaccept a. 
man (he had known only juft long 
enough to (ind out that he was a fool, 
tecaufe he was rich and would indulge 
her, who could with complacency be- 

YOL. II. L hold 
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hold fuch an external appearence, who 
could be wooed by fuch a block, and 
who can be content with fuch a com- 
panion as Sir William * * i^ * * *, would 
have, made a thinking man and a fcho* 
iar miferablc* 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

Classicus* 
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Scenes different fer from thefc gay hope difplay'd. 
Ah ! how the faUe one fung and how betray'd ! ' 

K£ATE« 

SIR, 

DO, if you have any regard for the 
riling generation of females, en- 
deavor to conYince their parents that it 
Is Icfs cru d to bring th«m up in total 
Ignorance, than to educate them in the 
:fefhionable Ihcwy manner, where there 
-k neither rank to require it nor fortune 
to fupport it^ Tell them there is no 
creature fo helplefs as a young woman 
turned out to ftruggle in the world, 
that therefore it behoves them either to 
fecure a proviiSon for them, or to teach 
them to endure hardship and earn their 
living. Who that tenderly loved a 
daughter would lavifti expence on ufc- 
L z lefs 
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4efe ^^mbelliftiment, in hopes that flie 
might avoid ruin by making her for- 
*^tune in marriage, \vhen the alternative is 
poverty and mifery ^ ' . 

Ocular demonftration, and theTufFer- 
*ings bf a4noft amiable girl, have con- 
evinced me that this is an evil which 
* calls loudly for redrefs. A few months 
ago the death of a gentleman who had, 
nobody Icnew how, raifed himfelf from 
obfcurity to eminence in the gre^t world, 
and. who was diftinguiflicd fbr extreme 
cxpence in his manner of living, proved 
him irifolvcnt. He had many years 
before loft his wife, and left an only 
child, a daughter eighteen years of age, 
whom it had been his ehief emulation 
to render more elegantly accdmpKlhed, 
dnd more attraftive of regard than any 
lady yet educated. For the firft purpofe 
he kept her in a ftate of conftant tuition 
under, govcrnefies and tnafters of every 
denomination, and for the fccond he 

laviihed 
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laviflied on het an incredible expencej^ 
in fervants, equipage, drefs, and a?- 
mufements ; and for all this profufion, 
which to her praife be it faid, had no 
worfe effeA than rendering her ener- 
vated and ufelefs, he had the fatisfacr 
tion of feeing her * the public envy 
apd the public care/ ^ 

On the morning of his fudden death 
fee had invited a large circle of her acr 
.quaint^nce to a dejeunS and concert, ^nd 
was ill' the actual enjoyment of all tRe 
pleafures that wealth, luxury and admi- 
ration can contribute, when he dropped 
6wn his chair fpeecfe^lefs, fenfekfs, andi^ . 
^ a few hours proved, lifelefs. Th« 
companions of her gaiety, as if the pef* 
ul€a<je had vifited th^ boufe, fled, and 
before night pame,^ this favored child 
of capricious fortune found herfelf ai| 
indige^it orphan. Whatever furrounded 
ber, feme on^ H^d a claim to^ and an 
immediate retreat to the houfe of aa 
L 3 un- 
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tmaffeftionate uncle, wlio Bad fuffered 
coirfiderably by her fathef*s profufion, 

and who now, left the worM fliouM 
cry fliame on him, offered to difmifs 
his head female fervant and inveft his 
niece with the charge of his domefttc 
ceconomy, was the only method of a* 
voiding want and infuk. 

, Hither flie retired, but has now found 
a quieter retirement — her mind could 
not fupport tlie flxock; her delicate 
^rame could not bear iiiconveniences* of 
fituation — ^ftie fubmitted to her fate wirii 
tAie utmoft piety and refignation> and he 
who had for the wifeft ends permitted 
hep afflidions, has taken her to Wmfelf. 
When I think of the melancholy fate of 
this young woman, I am ahnoft tempted 
to alk, how far ftiort of murder was her 
father Vlhare in her death ? 

But as the words of a fuiferer oftea 
fpeak m<M:e forcibly to the heart thaa 
any reprefentation of circumftances, al-» 

low 
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low me to fubjoisT one of her letters, 
and may all thofe who contemplate this 
legible pidture of diftrefs think with me, 
that; there is an unpardonable degree of 
inhumanity, m firfl: attenuating, the 
mind and feelings of a child and then 
kaving her to poverty and fcorn. 

To Mrs ^ 

WHERE will the difcovery of new 
Qftlamities end ? — ^\Vhen Ihall it be ac- 
knowledged that the meafure. of my 
misfortunes is full ? — O my dear^ kind 
friend, T would not wound your heart 
by difclofing the fufferings of mine, but 
rfiat your participation is abfolutely ne* 
ceflary to^ my enduring with any degree 
of patience.. 

What a ftupendbus change has one^ 
week wrought ! I am hurled headlong, 
from the enjoyment of all that this 
world bellows, and am left forlorn and 
desperate in an abyfs of mifery from 
1^ 4. whiclr 
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which I can never rife. — But I keep 
you in fufpenfe. 

In about three hours after you had 
quitted me^ my uncle fulfiUed hi^ pro- 
mife of fending for me moft ftriftly,. 
for he fent his fliop-porter for me^ 
Finding he had brought no coaeR, and 
really imagining my uncle could not fo 
totally difregard decency, as to fuffer 
me to. be feen on foot in the ftreet while 
my father lay unbijried, I ordered oner 
io be fetched. The man, as if he knew 
his mafter better than I did my uncl^^i 
iVith a degree of infolence, new to me^ 

' ' • 1 ir^-.!^^ ^^ A^ ^n T 

CtllpUteO fits OUllJJ;1ttlUli &«^ «tU «»• * 

direfted, muttering that it was fuch 
people that made tradefmen bankrupts^ 
and then ruined themfqlyes?— I waj 
fhocked, but my m^kidNwas too mucb^ 
loaded to admit of a greater burthen — 
it caft off what it could not fupport. 
\ Araidft: the tears,, the prayers, and 
i)kmng^ of fuch of the fervaats as would 
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not quit the houfe while I remained in it^ 
I left that beloved habitation where I 
had lived in a ftate of fuch fuptfime feli- 
city as made me mad under afHi(9aon~» 
Poor old John cried like a baby — h^ 
Pegged me to be comfortedr-^'bid m^ 
hppe better timegy ,and told ine^ that 
though he could live without fervice, 
yet if ever I could mak6 him iifeful t^-- 
me he would ferve met without wages — 
My own maid faint^ when I bid hey 
adieu, atid— O if pity could l^ave foothe^ 
me I had been foothed^^^ut I was in aiji. 
agony of nvretcheklhefs. - ' . ,% 

I too foon^ though aftera tcdious.jour- 
ney, 4'eache4 Wood-ftreet. My uncle 
met me at the war^houfe-dpor with thefe 
words : — ^*-Whar tlie devil could ,nQtyouf? : 
madamfliip walk this fine^es^ther ? You 
muft leara to ufe y.(?ur legs if you live 
with meZ-T-^I. ajU^^ged. my trunk, a;^^ 
the eyoqfip moft liK^ly tp convince him ;. 
bgt he reglicdjjDjT' ^cUiflg nip, what in-- 
4eed I had not obferved, that Sam. had 
L 5 brough^^ 
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brought his knot for it — So the daugh^ 
ter of a member of parliament was to ' 
walk from Marybone to Cheapfide at- 
tended by a fliop-porter carrying her 
whole wardrobe on his head. — Forgive 
me, my dear friend— do- net call this- 
pride — I hope *tis only want of ufe to my 
fituation, for indeed I will • ftibmit to 
any thing-^ 

We fat down to dinner; As I was to 
take the fuperintendance of the family 
the houfekeeper was difmiffed from her 
place at the head of the table :-— eat I 
could not — I was going to add, God 
grant I may never have an indination to^ 
It in this houfe. — The kitchea was the 
adjoining room to that we fat in;-— - 
haihed mutton- with onions, the dinner,, 
to which, on my account, was added a; 
dumplmg, wkich the remen^rance of 
^ difty. wretch I had feen employedi 
in making it deterred me from eveci: 
tafting. Whcrcvejf I turned my eyes^ 

warmd 
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warned as I was, that I muft look only: 
for the abfence of great evils, I was hor^^ 
ribly difgufted*: 1 was furrourided by 
finoke, by dirt,, and darknefs, Jlnd the 
various effluvia from the ftrect, andadt 
jacent (hops^, made tha fenfe of fmelling; 
a curfe; 

But this, and all thi&, n^klbme as it is>. 
is triviarwhen.compared. with the treat?- 
ment I undergo* My uncle is loud in 
his complaints agaihft* ray father, who I 
own has greatly injured him, — ^1 fliould 
be a downright fool to.expedt a man, 
who has ever/ prefent to his memory 
the toil with which he has acquired uri» 
inherited wealthy (hould be calmly con*- 
tented under.the lofs of near feven thou** 
fand pounds — but can the daughter exe* 
crate the father ? — the brother may hate 
the brother^ but can. I, when 1 recolleft 
that I have increafed the infamy my toa 
fond parent inairred by the addition I 
uras to. his eypences, when I muft ac- 
L.6^ knQwledge,, 
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knowledge, or be wicked beyond ex- 
ample and credibility, that never was a 
kinder, a more anxious father, can I 
join in the cry agaioft him ?•— ^an I fay 
my father was a villain ? — I am fwry fiwr 
iny uncle's lofs ; I am grieved ttett I, how- 
ever innocently and ignorantly, ever dif 
miniftied hi# property, bur reftitation is 
not in my power, and reproaches can 
do no good. 

O, my dear friend, to you I may fay, 
though to the world I will ever juftify 
my father^s intentions, that thofe parents 
know not the mifery they arc entailing 
on their children, who educate them 
highly without a certainty of eftablifliing 
them fuitably in the world. Had I been 
inured to a fmall degree of fclf-denial, 
had I been taught to be ufeful to 
myfelf and others, and had I been 
warned that a time, fuch as the prefent, 
might arrive, I might have ftruggled 
through the hardihips of my fituation ; 

but 
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but weakened as I am by indulgence^ 
and rendered helplefs, by haviBgnev^ 
known the want, nor uttered an unfuc- 
eefeful wiih, I fee nothing before me but 
mifery aggravated by fcom and con- 
tempt. I feel a fuUennefs about me, 
and am out of humor with the world and 
myfelf— Adieu — let me have the com- 
fort of 3rour frequent correfpondencCy 
for it is the only confolation I have, ^nc^ 
without it fliall be uatble ta exert my- 
felf. 
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There deriates^ Niture,. aad here wanders W.Ik 

SI R,. 

MO S T men> however deficient 
themfd Ves^ in the brilliant qual i^ 
ties of the mind, are fenfible of the 
power of wit. Tradition and exifling 
proof record and aflert its efficacy* " At 
different periods it' has been found to' 
charm down the wrath of kings, aad to 
refcue the offender from the band of 
jufiice. It has made hitn, , who^ for his 
vices was a difgrace to fociety, the com- 
panion ofprinces : it has exalted to high 
honor him who was deftined by fortune 
to obfcurity : it has banifhed afflidion, it 
has baffled argument^ and at one exer- 
tion has efibded what the eloquence of 
a volvune would have, failed in. And 

yet. 
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yet ttotwithltandingtHefe wonderful' ancfe 
valuable properties I- know na ch»- 
rader lefs refpeftabte, or more pitiable 
than that of a profeffed wit;. As the chief* 
endeavor of fucb a perfon is^ to> raifd: 
laughter, it is dfefpicable^ and as the fear 
of lofing his reputation debars- him of the 
privilege of gravity, or filence> he cx^ 
cites our commiferatibn*. 

r was lately invited by Mercator to> 
dine with bihi, and by way of perfuading 
me he promifed me the company of So- 
phrori and-LepiduSj two perfons I had 
no knowledge of but from his- report.. 
Sophron he defcribed as a man of good' 
plain underftanding, Lepidus as a gueft 
fit for the table of the gods-~One> faid 
he, that can extra&merrimefnt fromievery 
thmg, and keep up an inceflant climax of 
wit. — The charadler did not much attra<Sb 
me, but as r had yielded ere I heard it 
Icouldnotin decency. retraft> and ao 
cordingly Iwcnt on the appointed day. 

'TiU 
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'Till Lcpidu& arrived, which was not 
within half an howr of the time named^ 
Mercator amufed u$ with a defcription 
of his fpecies of wit, and gave usrfome^ 
fpecimcns, which, by their infipidity, I 
guefled had loft much in the carriage* 
At laft, he himfelf, the mirth-infpiring 
geniiis entered^ — a (hower had detained 
him — ^he bowed, fmiled, apologifed for 
tht fpots of wet on his coat — he believed 
rain — -beaus [rainbows] were feldoiu 
looked for within our dwellings— O ! 
thought I, is thy wit fo Kke the inftances 
we have had of it ? 

At dinner Sophron helped himfelf to 
the leg of a fowl — Who of your friends 
is dead. Sir ? — faid Lepidu**— his quef- 
tion was unintelligible, till he added— • 
Becaufe you have got a good leg I fee 
[legacy] — A Weflphalia ham, of^which 
his opinion was aiked, he faid was ho)'- 
able. The red port, he told us^, infup- 
/>or/able, and the converfation happening 
to turn on the variations the hours 

of 
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of reflexion have undergone, he gave us 
to underftand that he was no earljr rifer^ 
by declaring himfelf one of the fa* 
niily of Meadoza [men-dozer.]' — Many 
other witticifms of the fame merit 
raifed the laughter of Mercator, and 
as I plainly perceived the indignation^ 
of Sophron, who, as well a$.myfelf^ 
had remained nearly filent — But nojv 
burft forth a genuine efFufion, for on 
Mercator's remarking th^ fmallnefs of 
fopie cucumbers on the table, Lepidus^ 
, with an air of afFedled humility, which 
could not difguife the fwellings of con,- 
C:;:, replied, ±^\ ^^^Y werp mo ycuAg 
to be called (:dze;-cumbe_rs,,thcy were onljc 
iij^cumbersf as yet. 

Mercator heard this, which he cadled . 
a. mod excellent 'joke, with all poflSble 
figjtis of admiration — he jogged me^ 
pointed out the; q^uainmefs of it, and did 
all he could to make me feel it, while 
Lepidus^ on the other- hand, repeated it 

to 
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to Sophron, who could fcarcely forbear 
teftifying his contempt of the wit and 
the witling. Mercator, however, fup- 
ported its credit by his laughter and 
hearty commendation. 

With no other encouragement than 
this, the bon-mot monger proceeded to dif- 
play his convivial talents : matrimony 
and women, religion and the clergy, the 
profeflbrs of phyfic and of law, did 4iot 
afford him fufficient fcope, though they 
were all the butts of his wit;, and di- 
greffing^ he fo far pafied the bounds,, 
not only of good manners, but of com- 
mon decency, that his company was fn* 
tolerable. I therefore took the firft oc- 
cafion of withdrawing^ and left Soghroni 
prqje6ting a retreats. 

Mbp^, fiidi as him I have above de* 
fcribed,, ar^c frequently to be met witit, 
at hoff)itable tables : and I: fear there are 
many mafters of families^ who> lite my 
feUad.MeK»tor,, think, their prefcnce a 

hi^hi 
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h igh gratification. That their admiflion 
is inconfiftent with prudence, every man 
who has a wife's honor to protedt, or a 
daughter's virtue to fecure, will perhaps 
allow. But let not him who has only his 
own conduft to regard, imagine he Can 
lit an uncontaminated hearer of that 
which militates againfl good fenfe or 
iiK)rality. k has been faid, by a very 
able writer of our own time, that he 
who accuftoms himfelf to hear moral 
leAures, will neceflarily grow better; 
and why may it not be fuppofcd that he 
whofe door and ears are open to fucK 
men as Lepidus, muft neceflarily be the 
worfe for it ? 

I am. Sir, 

Your, &c. 



SIR, 

I lately went to vifit my old friend 
Tim. Snug, who was formerly a very 

confi- 
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confiderable wholcfale dealer in the city^. 
but at the age of about five-and-foi-ty 
€|uitted trade, and retired to a fmalil 
houfe about twenty miles- from London^^ 
where he had now lived near lytwayearj^^ 
At my arrival, thoughtbe wcathfer was 
inviting, and the fun had paffleditfr me- 
ridian fpleudor but a few hburs, I found 
Tim. playing at cards with his wife, a 
tady whoxu be. had married fince I ia|t 
law bica.. ThisxtnicafoBable recreation 
he thought^properto €3{ciifi?, by faykjg 
that his wife.and he had jvA dined, an4 
were in danger of faJlii^g afkep. 

When tit &ft few me a funftiee^ ^— 
peared on his countenance expreffive (rf 
fomething more than cemraon friend- 
fliip : he protefted he was always happy 
to' fee his friends at — — , and then alked 
with impatience — what's the news ? Af- 
ter having opened my budgety and ex- - 
haufted all that lore whi^h is to be 
gained ^from Chronicles, Advertifcrs, , 

Px)fts^. 
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Polls, Ledgers, and Heralds, he led mc 
over his houfe and garden, from the 
latter of which I foon difcovered that he 
was a perfed: cockney in the fcience of 
horticulture, and that his tafte was ex- 
adly anfwerable to his ikilL I had foon 
fecn all that the garden afforded, and he 
xx>ndu<fled me back to the houfe. 

But notwithllaniJing the joy my friend 
exprefTed on my approach, I obferved 
in him an air of languor and difcontent, 
which he ftrove in vain to conceal. When 
he lived in London I remembered that 
he was remarkable for high fpirits i at 
the tavern he (hone With unrivalled glory, 
fung thebefl:fong,andwas always the firft 
to call for father honk. Not being able to 
account for hb melancholy — ^Why,Tiiti, 
faid I, if a body were to judge by your 
phiz you have not much reafon to boaft 
of the exchange you Have made-^what 
has your wife been beating you at beggar* 
my-neighbor ? — times arc much altered 

fincc 
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iince you fung us, ^ Jolly mortals fill your 
piaffes* — Oh, I beg your pardon— -I re- 
colled: you are married, and I fuppofc 
the comforts of matrimony fit ill oa 
your ftomach. 

Perceiving that his gloominefs was 
not unnoticed, he now endeavored to 
brighten up, and, by afluming an air of 
unaccuftomed briiknefs, to-make me be- 
lieve I was miftaken. Ringing the bell, 
he ordered the fervant to go to Mr. Sober, 
and tell him he (bould be glad-of his 
company to entertain a friend from Lon- 
don. In about half an hour the meflen- 
ger returned with Mr. Sober at his 
lieels. 

The ufual civilities were fcarcely dif- 
patched when this ftranger to me en- 
quired if I had not brought a newfpaper 
in my pocket — ^Lord, Sir, faid I, I never 
burthen myfelf with newfpapers — our 
London prints are fluffed full of nothing 
but advertifements ofcofmetics, quack 

medicines. 
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medicines, and public div^rfions — ^and 
the little intelligence there is in theni is 
more frequently falfe than true — they 
are the duUeft things on earth. — Pardon 
me. Sir, faid Mr* Sober, very empha- 
tically — I do not know a higher gratifi* 
cation than a newfpaper — I would fooner 
giv« up my-dinner than my paper, and. 
Sir, the whole village would have been 
much obliged to you if you had brought 
cne. 

My arrival feenied to have fpread an 
alarm throughout the neighborhood : 
many of Mn Snug^s acquaintance came 
flocking in to fee the vifitor from Lon- 
don^ and each began examining me as 
clofcly as if they had fufpefted me to 
be a fpy employed by the French. As 
the omiffion I had been guilty of was 
univerfally lamented, I ranfacked my 
memory for every fcrap of intelligence 
it contained, and repeated what I had 
communicated to Tim« who as foon as I 

had 
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had finidied what I had to relate, drew 
our attention by a moft tremendous pwn, 
:and obferved how hard it was to get at 
a newfpaper*— In this bog, faid he, there 
is no fuch thing as feeing it above three 
times a week, and then not without 
fending two miles.-^For my part, con- 
tinued he^ I would not give a rufh for 
the fineft place in England if I cannot 
hear what is doing in London. — ^In this 
the ,groupe joined - him >— they feeraed 
entirely to have forgotten that I came 
into the country for amufement — they 
yawned, ftretched, took their hats>. and 
left me to m-y friend Snug, , 

My wonder was excited when. I aiked 
myfelf, what could tempt an^c. man to 
fuch a kind of life,, as my ho8 ?|xd his 
neighbors had a^optied, or how that could 
be calle4 . enjoyment, which . appeared 
clraKgingpn aio^thcd exiftence,. in. which 
the faculties of the mincj were totally in- 
adive, and where nothing was to be 

donc^ 
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done. — ^Why Snug, faid I, what do you 
do to employ your time when you have 
iio vifitor from London to amufe you ?— 
If I were as difcontented as you feem I 
fliouki hang myfelf the firft rainy day 
out of pure felf-love. — What do I do ? 
faid he— Why I rife at nine — and thea I 
breakfaft — and when I have breakfafted 
I call for my boots — ^^and then I — t — ^I 
walk afeout, or do any thing till din- 
ner — and after we have diiied I play a 
game at picquet with Mrs. Snug may 
be-^and in the evening there's a club, 
where we meet to talk over the news 
and play at backgammon — and at ten I 
come home to fupper. — That is my 
day — for I am no fportfman — I have 
often tried my lkill> but could never hit 
a bird at three yards diftance — and as 
for angling, I hate it — it's fo dull. 

If I might propofe any thing as to 
your change of habitation, faid I, I fhoukl 
advife you to come back to London — it 

vot/. II. M is 
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IS the ooly pUcc for idle people to exift 
iiv^Tbis opinion I iirged with all my 
rhetoric^ but in vain. Poor Tim had 
^not fpirit enough left to extricate Jbim- 
«ielf from a fituation which he felt irk- 
fome^ and confefled was every day grow^ 
ing worfe* 

Your humble fervant^ 
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Yetftifl free 
Approte the bcl U 

THERE IS afafluoain every thing, 
faid a tailor to an old gentleman 
who was complaining of the caprice of 
•drefs : and truly I belive the tailor was 
right, at leaft I am fatisfied that fa(hion 
interpofes her laws in many places 
where ihe can have no claim, and- warps 
the human judgment on fubjedts which 
^ught CO be deemed above her control. 
The diftrids of fafliion are drefs, 
equipage and recreations, and in ibme 
meafurb deportmwit comes under her' 
power, but no farther than is confiftenc 
with the immutable laws of morality 
and decency. The formal addrefs and 
{lately rcfcrve of the laft age, fathioh 
M 2 may 
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may correft, but it muft be an exertion 
of^Jher authority tp. which- only flavi(k 
nlinds can fabmit, which fubftitutes for 
thefe the xudtabor^ and pert flippancy 
of, the prefent. 

But however tyrannical this govemefs 
of our aftions, or however fubmiffive 
jaer .votaries, flill all the wofl3 muft 
lagree in the propri^y of exempting the 
rational faculties from her dominion, 
,fince the mifchiefs ccHlfequent on thk 
^eftraint are obvious to all, and would 
^effedtually deracinate whatever was rec- 
iconed ellimable in mental endowment. 

Sorry I am to fay that to this truth 
fo evident, fo reafonable and fo necef» 
iary, though sUl fubfcribe, few give the 
'fanAion of their praftice. Our thoughts, 
our opinions, nay our optic faculties 
feem wholly under the diredion of this 
guide. We judge, we condenin, we 
exculpate. as flie ordains, .and are mere 
machines in her hands. 'Tis.flie who 

makes 
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makes us accept nonfenfe for fchtimenty 
declamation for reafoning, whining for 
pathos, and ribaldry for wit. 
. A natural and certain confeqoence of 
this renunciation of the right, whiclv 
our Creator has delegated to MSh, is ca- 
price and« inftability in om judgments^ 
That is to day laudable which ycfterday 
was reprehcnfible, our prefent anions 
and antecedent profeffions difagree, and 
we fubjeft ourfelves to the cenfiire and 
contempt of the moft refpedable parr 
of mankind; 

• But fevits ftlll more ferioiis than thefe^ 
incongruities refult ftoiri -the prevalence 
Qf£a(hiod. She often impofes the tole- 
ration of vice, and infifts on our receiv-^ 
ing that enchay of human nature witlv 
ipprobati6n, or at leaft with compaffion,' 
and having firft poifoned our minds with* 
felfe opinions and armed us with fophif- 
tical reafoning, fhe abandons her incau-r 
. M 3 * tious* 
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tious followers to all the miferiea of ixi« 
evitable danger. 

On^ method I>y which fbe attains her 
great end of defpotic gpvernment^ is 
by fubflkuting fomethiilg in lieu of 
ygithzt Wje wiih for or expeft to find^ as 
children who cry for a watch are ap* 
pestfed by an apple, and if we judge 
from demonftratimr, it appears that her 
artifices are as fuccefsful as thofe prac^ 
fifed on childi0i ignorance* She hat 
effeAually conyinccd her difciples that 
there are fo many fuccedaneums for all 
ibrt^ of virtues, as render the tedious 
acquifition of the genuine ulmecefliury, 
and firange and incredible as it ieems> 
it may ftfely be alerted that there is no 
one moral quality now hdd eflentiallf 
requifite to the maintenance of a good 
charader. 

To judge of the truth or falfhood of 
this aflertion, let thofe who will take 
tke trouble of examining it, obferve 

the 
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rfie diftinguifhed, the leiding jpaft of 
the world. They will foon difcovef 
that men whofe conduft defies juftice 
attain die highefl: aiid moft important 
oflices, that thi woman of fullied honor 
h treated by the other fex with more re^ 
fpt&, thati one of fpotlefs reputation, 
and that all kinds of intemperance are 
allowed confident with a modilh cha- 
racter. A queftion then naturally arifes^ 
What can effeft this> ftrange reconcilia- 
tion?— What can ftrpply the want of 
mtegrity or dhaftity.^ t anfWer — ^No- 
thing can ; not an affemblage of all other 
virtues ought to procure a perfon,' thus 
* deficient, anadmiffion mto civil ibclety. 
But that we may judge fairly hear what 
the dhampion of falhion has to fay. 

/Tis true, it is^ a, fad thing where a 
man has not Itcadincfs to purfue the 
fight path, he is certainly deferying of 
our compaflion, and^the cafe of lLjiXV% 
particularly claims it,, for he has the 
M 4, beft 
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beft. heart in the world.— Can you call 
that the beft heart in the world whichf 
will fuffer a man to live on the fortunes 
pf his children^ defraud tradefmen hy. 
contrading debts he can . never dif- 
charge^ and ruin the induftrious by his 
luxury ?-—— True, but then refleft oa 
the humanity of Laxusr— he never heard. 
a tale of woe which he did not accom- 
pany with his tears— his purfe was ever 
open — all were welcome to his table — 
his influence has frequently faved the^ 
lives of malef^ors — ^in ihort^ the good 
he has done would atone for any fault*. 
Not fo, thou faihionable moralift — Lax"- 
MS, I own^ has appeared generous^ but 
4kQ was only fo in appearance — was not 
his generofity robbery when he gave 
%hc ^toperty of another f — his compaf- 
fion was weaknefs fince he felt no re*. 
jnorfe in fufFering a family to beg the 
bread he with-held from them, and. 
his humanity infavingthe lives of male- 

fai^tocs 
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fidors was flagrant injuftke to the bet- 
ter part of the world, it was a popular, 
viituc aflumed for interefted purpofes/ 
and therefore in itfelf and its confe-« 
quences equally vicious. Would your 
prove the goodnefs of his heart, prove 
that he.confcientioufly pradtifed forbear- 
ance left he Ihould involve others in 
diftrefs or infringe the laws of integrity ; 
prove that he difcharged his debts, and 
that juftice, not oftentation or cherilhed^ 
weaknefs guided his liberality — in ihort, 
y^ou irtwft prove that he was an honeft 
man before you can bbaft the goodnefs 
of his heart. 

r But furely, fays the fophift, you can- 
not be equally fevere on Calista — 
Hie has failed but in one point — there 
i^ no complication in her error — (he un- 
fortunately prefered the elegant accom- 
plilhed Lorfiarto to her hufband Alta- 
mont, and has fallen a vidim to ex- * 
tteme fenfibility^ This preference can^ 

; M 5 hardly 
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hardly dcfervc the epithet of criminal^ 
fince it arofe from a love of excellence 
which is allowed a virtuous prsDciple, 
and it is the amiable part of her mind 
that expofed her to the ern»: flie has 
unhappily fallen into^ for there is not 
in the world a worthier woman than 
Califta^ the bed miftrefs, the kindcft 
friend^ the tendereft mother : generous 
and compailionate to all^ and extremely 
lenient to the faults of others^ Ihe is 
vniverfally beloved and pitied. 

May I never be wanting in pity to 
the frailty of huoaan nature— knay I be 
fecured from that dangerous fituation 
which obliges or inclines us to love the 
vicious in fpite of our reafon^ and may 
the many in Califta's circumftances, and 
with her plea of fenfibility, be brought 
to that repentance which alone can re- 
ftorc their true peace* As the number 
of feceders from virtue's ftandard can 
never juftify the defection, fb no en- 
dowments^ 
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dowment^5 no amiable qualities can a« 
tone to her for the injury fiie fuftains by 
their difobedience, nor can this guar- 
dian of our peace and eternal happinefs^ 
dignify with the title of her adherent^, 
tbofe who endeavor to annihilate the 
diftinAion between her and her oppo^ 
nent vice. — ^Whilie fociety fubfiffs con- 
jugal fidelity muft be held facred, and' 
thofe reafoners who go^ about to per- 
fuade the world that it may be violated^ 
without infamy, are guilty of a fpecies- 
ef treachery which they may one 
day rue*^ 

How i^ the tendfernefi, tfie genero-- 
lity, the compaflioii^ of a woman who^ 
has broken her marriage vow to^ be dc- 
monftrated I— You fay the daily aftiona- 
of Califta will inform us— fhe cloaths^- 
the naked, Ihe feeds the hungry, (he- 
comforts- the widow, and fupports the 
orphan.-— True,, and yet I deny that 
Califta i is either tender, generous, or* 

M 6 corn- 
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cotnpaffionate. She may be of a flex* 
ile temper, warm paffions, and quick 
fenfibility, but where is the tendernefs 
or generofity of a woman who can de- 
liberately ruin the peace of a worthy 
man to whom Ihe has vowed fidelity ? 
She could hear him, in the agony of 
his foul, and with floods of tears re- 
proach her with her cruelty to him and 
10 his innocent children — flie braved 
the infamy he predifted, and fhe jufti- 
fied herfelf to her own fatisfadion, by 
faying that our afie<%ions are not in our 
own power. 

. That virtue and vice in the extreme, 
may inhabit the fame heart, is a fallacy 
too abfurd to be combated, and too 
noxious to be wiflied a truth ; but yqt in 
this age, which has fo much to boaft, 
which has cotitributed fo greatly to the 
cxtenfion of fcience, and increafed the 
ftock of intelledual delight, this fallacy 
is received with the credit due to eftab- 

liflied 
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lilhed and incontrovertible demonftra- 
tion. 'Till a reformation in this parti- 
cular takes place, and 'till we affert our 
right of thinking for ourfelves, uncon- 
tfoled by ilavilh fafhion, who it is to be 
obferved frequently makes the le^ re- 
verfed part of mankind her publifliers, 
little hope can be entertained of amend- 
ment in our moral character. Our men 
may have great knowledge, and our wo- 
men great accomplilhments, but if they 
are deficient in the very plain and intel-^ 
ligible fciencc of Chriftianity, they had 
better be immured in the Cimerian dark- 
nefs of Paganifm than in pofleffion of 
knowledge which can only heap up con- 
demnation* 
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We fee alio the reign or tj^raimy of cufiom what it i8» 

Bacok^ 
S I R, 

I MARRIED a \vrfe of late— The 
more unhappy my fate— j'ou will, 
perhaps, fay — ^but not fo neither. — ^I by 
no means repent, btit as I wifh to in- 
creafe my efteem for her againft the day 
when * the feafon of love is no morc,»^ 
and Ihc is yoong, docile, and good-na- 
tufed, I am determined td endeavor at 
the eradication of thefoMies I feefpring- 
ing* up in her mind, and fliaH, while a. 
periodical publication fubfiffs (and may 
this mode of inftruftion be purfued as 
long as vice and folly reign) make it the 
vehicle of my fentiments, preferring it 
as preventing ufelefs altercation, and as> 
it is a fecurity againft the animofity 

which 



Digitized by VjOO^IC 



No,XLVlI.] THE PHAROS. 2^5 

which verbal reprehenfion is apt to ex*, 
cite. We can write much more coolly 
than we can fpeak ; we have the power 
of revifion and correftion, and it requires 
a degree of hardened rancor thus deli- 
berately to do mifchief, to which I hope 
few people have attained. 

My wife I married from a country 
village znA fans d0t. Immediately on oui 
marriage I brought her to town, and we. 
have now fpedt a formight in equipping, 
ourfelves for the fbciety and pleafures 
this huge metropolis affords. Two care- 
left beings were hardly ever in a ftate 
nearer approaching to felicity; but as the 
eafe I now enjoy Aot^ not deprive me of 
the anticipative power of forefight, I am 
frequently in the midff of gaity thoujght- 
ful, and feldom more fa than when 1 
contemplate the evil I addrefs you on* 

Some friends^ to whom fhe applied on 
her awrival, have been fo kind as to recom- 
mend to my wife the various artificers 
neceflary to her drefs and decoration, of 

which 
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which clafs of gentry ihe has a diurnal 
Icvec, which nothing but the hope of a 
fpeedy end makes fupportable. But 
amongft her numerous attendants I am . 
furprifed at the paucity of females. She 
is called from the brcakfaft-table to Mu 
Cheveux the hair-dreffer, Mr. Smiizo 
the ftay-maker, and Mr. Stocking the 
holier; I fcarcely ever hear a Mrs. or a 
Jii?/} announced. I mentioned this fingu* 
larity to my wife, it had not occurred ta- 
ker before; on her own .^numeration vt- 
appeared that more than three- fourths of 
thofc employed by her were of the male 
fex — they were, however, all recom*- 
mended by very worthy people, and . 
therefore no objedion muft be made to- 
them. 

With due refpeft to thcfe very worthy 
people, I fliall, however, venture to re- 
probate the pradice of employing men 
iinneceflarily about the perfons of wo- 
men. A man-hofier is confultcd about 
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the fee of a ladjr's flsocking — ^dib I fay, 
in fpite: of fafliion and cuftom^ h iadt- 
licate in a great degree — let the trade at^ 
large be carried on by men, but let every 
kdy have the privilege of applying to 
one of her own fex when fhe befpeaks 
or buys them. A (hoemaker mull be of 
the male fpecies, becaufe making flioes- 
is work \mfit for wonaen, and there is a 
fort of fcience in thebufincfe; but, ia 
common, fenfe and de<^ncy9 why is a^ 
man to follow the occupation of dreffing^ 
hair? Tobetfeen without^a cap was, a 
very few years ago, held to be impro* 
per ; but the ladies of this enlightened; 
age ha,ye reafonably determined that, . as 
it is not thought indecorous for a he 
hair-dreffer (or half a dozen he hair* 
dreffcrs, if they could be employed at* 
once) to fee them bare-headed, fo no? 
blame can be affixed to the pra&ice of: 
appearing in public without a head-drefs^ 

There 
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, There is one argumefttlcoitfeftagibift 
sue ia my wUh to put cbe trade of the 
firi/hr into female hands ; and this i§^ 
thac it is a bufinefs io which a coofider a^ 
Ue portion of bodily ftreagtli is ntctSktf 
to fopport'the f^oigne of it. A woman 
cannot run half the townover> atidftttd 
abore half the day befide^ and uhlefs 
(he could do'that her cuftom W6uld not 
lA thefe times mmntain her* This cer<^ 
tainly is fome juftification of a very odi^ 
ous prafttce^ and in this inftance^ per* 
haps^ we mi^ yield; but would any 
body> with proper fentiments of right 
and wimig^ believe tHat a lady of honor 
and delicacy would literally throw her* 
felf into the arms of a he-ftaymaker^ 
when it is confidertd that the occupation 
requires not only tMkkg but jittit^ /— 
that ihe ftould appear half uncfreft be* 
fore a man whom (he never faw till now ? 
;^The more I think on this particular 
the more I deteft the praftice — my wife 

muHt. 
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muft give up the pointy or verily flic 
fliall troop dowDr to her own country 
again^ and that^I beUev«^ would be no 
fmall puD^ment now that (he ha^juft 
bad a tafte of the incoxicdting pteafures 
of a place flie neveir vifited befoi^e, and 
all young women long tQ fee. 

But I was going to give you a cata- 
logue of the perfooat he*artificet9 that; 
frequent our houle^ and are neceflary to 
my wife's makkg her appearance ; and 
really when a lady refleds on k^ and 
fees to what the apparently trifling parti* 
cular of employing a man inftead <^ a 
woman amotmts^ I think (he mi^ be 
(hocked at it. My wife^ who does no 
more than the generality cf pcrfons in 
her fiation^ has in her fervlce^ at this 
moment, a hair-drefTer, a perfumer; a 
ftaymaker, a mantua-maker, a hofier> 
and a (hoemaker, all of the male fex ; 
and the other day when I walked with 
her, and (he called dfi her linen-draper, ' 

her 
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her .haberdalhcr, and her glover, I 6¥- 
ferved that her dealings were wholly with 
men. Above all, it difpleafed me to . 
hear a fpruce young fellow, with a head . 
like a cauli&>wer, difcanting on the ill-: 
perior excellence of a new-invented gar- 
ter, and to fee, as we pafled along Ta- , 
viftock-ftreet, men failing about the Ihop 
with caps and aprons to ihew to cuf* I 
tomers. 

Yet, bad as thk practice is, and ^evil 
apits tendency muft be, I do not affert . 
that it has hitherto injured my wife's -de- 
licacy, for, ftrange inconfiftency! tho* 
her whole perfon is piece-meal the pro-; 
vince of her artiil$, the Haymaker mu(t» 
not fee her (hoes tried, nor the hair** 
drefTer be prefent at the fitting of a. 
gown* 

If you love decency, good Pharos^* 
print this, though I know it is very ill ^ 
\yritten — ^I am no adept at compofition, 
but fuch provocati^B as this, an eviL; 

which. 
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vrhich threatens : confequences fe^rhar- 
ried men like to diink on, would put a 
pen — I was going to fayv into the hand 
of a ftone. 

I am, Sir^ 

Your's, &c. 

- THE juftice of the above complaint 
cannot be denied, and I fhould rejoice 
very much were it in my power to work 
a reformation in this part of female oeco- 
nomics. It-gives great offence to fcri-» 
ous men when they find their wives and 
daughters furrounded by fuch perfons 
as tbefe. An Engliihman can have little 
good in his mhid who fubiiiits to the ef- 
feminate employment 'of a hair-dreffot*, 
or mantua-maker, and yet fuch are ad- 
mitted into the inmoft receffes of our 
houfes, they are made familiar by theh: 
employers, and if the liberties they take 
:are confined to their comrerfation, the 

lady 
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ladjr docs not comply. But over oikI 
above the inconvenience refulting from 
this praftice, which my correfpondent 
points out, there Are many ferious evik 
to be prognofticated. I believe there 
never was a time when more young wo- 
men were deftitute of the means of 
getting a living, and it is thus to be ac- 
counted fbn A man in a profi^on, or 
with an income for life, lives expenfivcly 
without regard to the interefts of his wife 
and children : he dies <Mr is infolvent z 
the fon, if induftrious, may ftruggle ; 
the daughters muft be placed out : ^bc 
extravagant education they have re- 
xreived muft be carried to market ('tis 
well if their beauty is not) but as the 
town b ftJbH>ft over-ruA with fchook^ 
and all young \Tomen in this fituiution 
look towards the poft of governefs, 
either in them or in a private family, 
there is more than a plentiful fupply of 
fuch tbwk^v^ Femiito ingenuity might 

then 
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then be well employed and rewarded in 
the feveral trades neceflary to female 
drcfe ; but here the men have foreAalled 
them. A poor, deilitute^ ingoucrus gtrl 
determines on the trade of a milliner. 
She waits on her friends to requefl their 
^upport^ and is, with modern politcneis, 
told by the Duchefs of ***** * thafc 
Ihe ihould be happy to ferve her, but that 
•Ibe is fo engaged to a black man» who 
delighted her by trimming her birth- 
^y fuit, that ihe cannot change. Such 
are the mortifications to which ihe is ex-» 
pofed : at length difcoisraged and heartr 
lefs, file thmk$ herfelf excufed in &r- 
fakiog the paths of teftitude, by the 
convidion that virtuous induibry has na 
4:bance of fucceis. 



Digitized by ^QO^^ 



3M<> XLVIII. Saturday, April 21,1 y 87/ 
Ingftdtnde's a* weed of ev*ry clime. 

Garth. 

JUSTICE is a virtue, in the prcfei:- 
varion of which all mankind arc 
toncerned ; and indeed Ihe has the power 
of interefting us in her favor above 
all other moral qualities : univcrfal dif- 
approbation follows the infringement of 
her laws, and univerfd credit is acquired 
by the exadt obfervance of them. 
- Butwe^re twver more enamored of 
this tight-j«dging dame, than when we 
fee heir employed in inflifting due pu- 
niihment on offences asno^nizable by 
human judicature : as in a virtuous com- 
munity an injury fuftained by an indi. 
vidual is felt by the whole body, we 
enjoy without guilt or remorfe all that 
can be pleafant in revenge, while we fee 

this 
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this defender of our rights thus vihdi* 
eating the oppreflcd, — In ttie firm pei:*- 
fuafion that my readers join my opinicrn, 
I prefent them with the following rela^ 
tion of an occurrence which happ^nbd a 
few years ago in a weftern county of this 
kingdom. 

EuGENio was the fon of a gentleman 
of wealth, who beftowed on hini an 
education fuited to the rank he was to 
fill in life, indulged by a very lib^iid 
cxpence his propenfity to learning, and 
hoping that his intereft would procure 
him an eftablifhment complied with his 
requeft to be placed in the church. ' Oh 
his return from the Univer^ty he became 
acquainted with the daughter of a neigh- 
boring gentleman, a woman of gVe^ 
beauty, and no lefs merit :' he men- 
tioned her to his father as the oriljr 
:acqutfitioti wanting to complete his 
'profpeft o( happineft, and obtained hh 
permiflion to make bet ah offer df 
marriage as foon as flie Ihould return 
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from a vUk to an aunt^ who imexpededly 
detained her in Londoxu But before 
ihfit return^, ^Ev^enio^s father received 
incelligencei from bis e^tes which lay 
bi the Weft-Indies, that a hurricane 
had annihilated all his pofleffions* Thif 
news, affli&ingas it Was, opprefled no 
one fo heavily as Eugenio : it blafted 
ail his hopes, it forced him to renounce 
gfl the bleiSngs he had within hi3 
p^eacb^ and by thus thwarting him in 
his outfet reduced him almoft to defpain 
In a fliort time, however, reafon re- 
fumed her furi^ion, add the neceffity o^ 
induftry a,nipiated him ! he bufied him* 
ielf in the iettlement of hi$ father's af- 
£tirs> and having iba^juiled theniias to 
Qiake his iituation not cdmfiortleis, 1^ 
iMicited en^ployngient for himfelf, and 
4Dbtained a curacy in the next county. 

But the moil grievous part of bi3 fuf* 
fering« was that which obliged him to 
relinquifh his hope of obtaining Maria : 
had he been certain of her bw4> his 

notions 
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hotions of love and honor would not 
have allowed him to folicit it : his foN 
tune was ruined ; he could nbt maintain 
her as file deierved, snd his resolution 
to prefer her eafe to his own gratifica* 
lion made him quit the country before 
(he arrivedk ♦ 

His fituatidn at his cUr^cy Was fuch as 
in a great meafure reconciled him to his 
ioti His income was narrow, but it was 
in a cheap country ; and as the incum* 
bent refided on the living, mid after a 
few months acquaintance invited him to 
board at his houfe, where he had the 
comfort of fociety, he thought he had 
no reafon to complain. The fincerity of 
his love for Maria made him rejoice at 
hearing from a friend who -knew his 
paffion, that (he was difpbfed of to her 
great fatisfadion, and Eugenio refolved, 
if poffible, to retain no more memor)^ 
of her than was confiftent with his peacc> 
but gratefully and chearfuUy to enjoy 
N % what- 
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whatever emendations his fortune might 
meet with. ' 

The clergyman, whofe duty he was 
retained to eafe, had' a wife and daugh- 
ter, the former of whom recommended 
hcrfelf by domeftic. excellence, and the 
latter by a perfon and deportment neither 
homely nor ruftic. The kindnefs he met 
with irom them attached him to them ; 
and at the end of two. year^ he was not 
difpleafed by a perfuafion that Prpden- 
tia, his friend's daughter, entertained 
more than an ordinary regard for him. 
She was a woman, it muft be confefled, 
as much inferior to Maria in perfonal 
and acquired elegance as in Situation, but 
ihe had the qualities effential in domeftic 
comfort, great good nature, induftry, 
and ingenuity ; thefe were fet off by an 
underftanding not contemptible^ , and a 
l^e that had elevated hex often to a 
jrace-toaft. • . 

Beforjc 
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^ Before Eugenio, however, would make 
any advances towards a union with her, 
he renewed his folicitations among his 
friends for a permanent eflabliftiment in 
the church ^ in this he fucceeded fo far 
as to get a promlfe of; a living of the 
yearly value of 200I. on the death of a 
very old incumbent. He now revealed 
his wiflies to the father of Prudentia, 
who heard him with evident joy, ac- 
knowledged the alliance of fuch a fa- 
tiiily an honor, andhaving candidly told 
him he had nothing to give his daugh- 
ter, and obtained Eugenio*s word that 
he would not urge the' marriage 'till he 
(hould be in adual pofleffion of his iiv- 
ying, he gave him leave to declare him- 
felf. This Eugenio did at the firft op- 
portunity : Prudentia received his avowal 
with tears of gratitude ; (he confidered it 
as compaffion to the love Ihe knew Ihe 
could not have effectually concealed, and 
N 3 gave 
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gave Eugenio her promife that nothing 
fliould ever (hakie her aifedions. 

In the interval between this time and the 
death our couple waited for, Eugenio's 
father received from a friend in that part 
of the world, where his paternal inhe-» 
titance had once fubfifted, a letter which 
very much embarrafled him : it con- 
tained expreflSons of v^onder at his never 
having heard from him iSnce the fetal 
hurricane, but it fpoke of his plantations 
fts recovering from the damage they 
had fuftained, and as being in better corn 
dition than almoft any on the iBand. 
Eugenio was immediately feirt f 6f to hefp 
to develope this myftery : a little ccmfi- 
deration induced a fufpicion, that the ca*^ 
laniitous news fentover was an exaggera* 
tion of the misfortune, and that the agent 
on the eftate, who had alwtys in his let* 
ters diffuaded his principal from vifWirg 
it, was enriching himfelf by the property 
of his maftcrj, whom nothing could now 

rcftrain 
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reftrain from going thither by th6 next 
fliip. In lefs than thr^e months Evigenio 
had the happinefs of hearing that hi^ 
father was reinftated in his former pof- 
feflions, and was then able to do for him 
whatever he could have expeded in their* 
moft profperous days : a confiderabla 
remittance accompanied the letter ; and 
the high fpirits in which his father feemed 
to write completed Eugertio^sjoy. Thel 
fame poft brought him a prefentatioti 
to the living he had been nbminated to^ 
and he felt himfelf again in afHuende. 

This fudden reverfe of fortune caft a - 
gloom on the mind of Prudentia ; and 
when Eugenio, before his departure fpr* 
London, whither he was now called, 
took leave of her, fbe confelTed he^ ' 
fears that he moft regard her as a wife 
beneath him, and who plight difgrace 
bis fituation : thefe appreheafions hii 
g^netofity foon removed; he renewed 
^ his promifes to her, told her his pleafure 
N 4 was 
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was doubled hy the profpedt of her fooa 
fliaring it; affuring her of his fpeedy 
return, left her happy. His bufinefs 
was difpatched in a few weeks : he 
would not fuffer himfelf to be tempted 
to any thing that might detain him, but 
poftponed all vifits to his friends, and 
whatever could amufe him 'till he could 
introduce his wife to the metropolis. In 
the evening of the day on which he cloftd 
his bufinefs, he fet off on his return,, 
fearful left Prudentials fears might again 
difturb her, and defirous of giving her 
^every proof of the moft generous affeftion : 
he reached his place of deftination in 
the forenoon of the next day ; and with 
heart-felt fatisfa<ftion entered a houfe 
from which no change of fortune could 
alienate his afieftion. 

Prudentials father and mother were 
the only perfons in the room he firft 
entered: he thought their furprife ex- 
ceeded their joy at his return : he faw a 

flxangenefs. 
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ftrangenefs in their looks, and from the 
frigidity of their replies to all he faid, 
he conjedtured fomething amifs ; but as 
it might be what he had no concern in, 
he enquired for Prudentia, and hearing 
flie was in her drefling-room went thi- 
ther inftantly. Here his reception was 
not much more cordial : Ihe feemed 
confounded at his approach, and dif- 
pleafed to be thus unawares vifited : the 
flopr was covered with linen which Ihe 
was cutting out, rolls of filk lay on the 
chairs, and finery, very ill correfpond- 
ing with the manner in which they had 
agreed to fet out, was difperfed all 
round the room. 

Not -knowing, after the repulfe her 
looks had given him, how proper e^** 
preflions, fuch as his joy dictated, might 
be, he told her he was afraid fome un^ 
toward accijient had difturbed her fa- 
ther and mother, and that he fliould be 
unfpeakably forry if it was any that 

N 5 ex- 
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extended to her, and which he could 
not remedy : her tone of voice and re* 
Ifrained utterance ^hrnfied him, and 
be begged to know what had wrought 
thiff fiidden change in her and her 
fiiendi. She dien, in a naanner that 
evinced her conqueH over her former 
ifcntiments, informed him that foon after 
he left her ftte had received propofals^ 
from a baronet in the neighborhood^ 
with whom (he had accidentally danced; 
that as his rank and fortune were far 
beyond any (he had yet been ofifered^ 
her parents advifed her not to riejedk 
him : flie added, that her conicience 
obliged her to a ftrid obftrvancfe of her 
filial duty, that therefore all prelimi- 
naries were adjufted, and fhe herfclf 
bufied in preparing for the weddings 
for which a day in the enfiung week 
was appointed* 

No one wiH alk me to defcribe what 
Eugenio feh at hearing this explanation 

of 
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of the cad maniief he had beeit :^c^ 
celved in. — ^In pfopoftidn to Hk natural 
atohoitertce of iiigi*atitude was his hi- 
digtiatioh at this matchlefs itiftance of 
it :.— cottipaffion fof tlic feX of her 
who had thus betrayed him, and Con* 
tempr o( her who could be guilty of 
fuch bafenefs, kept him fiieHt^ he 
fcorhfed to reproach her, he was toa 
much enraged to reafon with her, and 
now €Ou!d fee have fecall^ her in- 
famous eonfent, and had been defirou^ 
of returning to her flrlt engagement, 
and had Ae brought with her wealth 
and beidty beyoisd imagiriation^ fee 
would hav^ llq>piicated Eugettio in' vain* 
lie quitted the hdufe inftatitly,. wl^crut 
feeing her father and mdther, and tc^ 
tired to a frieridls in the neighbdrhoodl 
From this place he wf oife to frtidend^'s 
father reiigning his euracy and alt 
connexion, atid deflring. whatever was- 
kis property might be fent td him* 

N 6 Oa 
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On the feconcl day after this aftpnifk- 
iBg event, and before he had detqrmi- 
Jied what courfe to fleer, he received a 
vifit froffi a gentleman he had never be- 
fore fcen: it was Prudentia's titled 
lover. He had heard what was now 
become the town- talk, and having firft 
fatisfadorily proved that he had igno- 
rantly fuppianted him who had a prior 
right, he begged to learn the particulars 
of the lady's condud: from Eugenio^ 
who without acrimony or paffion related 
the circumftances of his acquaintance 
with Prudentia* The baronet, toa 
much a man of honor to accept fueh 
a wife, requefted the ufe of pen, ink, 
and paper, ai^ inftantly fent her an 
adieu conceived in terms of the utmoft 
indignation and contempt. 

. In the evening of the fame day Eu* 
genio fet .out for the houfe of that 
friend who had been the confidant of 
his attachment to Maria, and was afrefh 

' inor- 
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mortified by obferving that Hortenfiua 
met hkn with referve and fliynefs. He 
had defigned to remain with him for a. 
day or two, but the welcome he re- 
ceived hardly tempted him to an hour's 
ftay. In the courfe of an embarraffed 
converfationy Hortenfius afked after 
Prudentia, with whom, by his corref- 
pondence with Eugenio, he had become* 
acquainted. As foon as he had beardt 
the cataftrophe of their connexion, Hor- 
tenfius with a countenance very different 
from that he had yet worn towards his 
friend, heartily congratulated him on^ 
his being now at liberty to oiTer his 
hand where his firft affeftions were 
placed.— I told you,^ continued he, that . 
Maria was difpofed of to her fatisfac- 
tion — ^I told you the truth, for her fa- r 
ther fent her to my wife with whom 
ihe now is, and who (haH immediately 
Introduce you to her.. 
Not to weary my readers with a 

minute 
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Aiinme decsdt of the coiiclufioti to^ which^ 
tkey already ite my ftory tends, I ffiair 
only fay that M«ria left the houfe of 
Hortcnfius the wife of Eugettio, who 
in this completion of bis firft-formed 
vnihes forgot all his misfortunes and 
difappointments* 

One day in the enfuing winter whea 
Eugenio and Maria were in London^. 
the former had oecafion to call at the 
houfe of a gentleman to whom he was- 
not perfbnally known. He knocked at 
the door, and faw that the perfon who 
c^ned it and faid her mafter was from 
home. Was Ptudentia. She was^ left 
aftoniihed but more perplexed, and 
feemed tooking for fome place to hide 
herfdf in; but Eugenio's curioffty would 
not fuflfer her to go till (he had told 
him what gradation: had brought hct 
to fo fenrite a ftate : Ihe began by ac- 
knowledging, in Ae moft fubmiffivfe 
terms,, the bafenefs that had driren him 

from 
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from her, and the juftice of the punifh*' 
ment that had folfowed it, and thefi 
informed him that her father, unable 
to ftand the ridicule and contempt they 
met with, had refigned his living anci 
retired to one much fmaller in a <fiftant 
part of England : that hiy income be*^ 
ing too ftrait to maintain his family the 
was forced to leave her home and feek 
her Kving in fervitude : flie had heard 
c^f Eugcnio's marriage, and now, with 
all the lowlinefs or humbled pride, in^* 
treated that Ihe might be received as a 
fervant in his femily. This Eugenio 
could not acqiiiefce in; he promifed 
flie (ho^ild hear from him, and left her. 
When he got home he told Maria 
what had happened. Incenfed as Ihe 
juftly was before, now that (he heard of 
this humiliation, (he would have fent 
for her and alleviated her diftrefs, but 
Eugenio oppofed it. He entertained no 
refentment agamft Prudentia^ who had 

be«n 
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been the fortuitous caufe of increafing 
his happinefs^ but he could not think. 
of admitting into his houfe^ afterJie was 
married, a wonfiaa for whom he had 
once entertained a paiSon. ' He wrote 
lo her father, and to her, afluring them 
of his endeavors for them, and in a few 
months had the fatisfaftion of procuring,, 
for his quondam patron, a iituation 
which not only enabled him to recall 
his daughter, but to make a competent 
provi&)n for her fubfiflence after his 
deceafe« 
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Abfcnce of occupadon is not reft, 
A mind quite vacant ia a mind diftreft* 

CoWPER# 

IT has frequently been abferved that 
every man, however lucrative or 
pleafant his profeffion, looks forward ta 
that time whea his labor fliall no longer 
be neceffary to himfelf^ when he Ihall 
be permitted to enjoy the fruits of for- 
mer induftry, and to fpend the re- 
mainder of his days in folitude and re- 
tirement. Whether this propenfity re* 
fults from the vis inertia of the mind of 
man, or that being endued with the 
powers of reafon he is delighted with 
the exercife of the intelkftual faculties, 
and therefore wilhes for that cefFation 
of worldly concerns which leaves the 
thoughts free for meditation and tc- 

fleziQn^ 
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flexion^ I have never yet fcen de- 
termined. 

Yet general as this defire is, and lau- 
dable as it may be when it fprings from 
a proper motive, I believe of thofe who 
feek in the (hades of retirement an ob- 
livion of cares inimical to contempla- 
tion, few find their virtue ftrengthened 
by the abfence of bufinefs, or derive, 
from the furrounding obje&s, the pIea-» 
fures they expeded* They had eis 
itmeoufly fuppofed nothing necefiary to 
fender retirement grateful but wearkjsifs 
6f a bufy life, and in the completion 
of their wilhes for a cottage, a compe- 
tency, and quletnefs, they find a lafli- 
tude which they have no ftimulus to 
oppofe : they are miferable in a ftagna- 
tion of ideas, .they look round for th^ 
fcene they have been accuftomed to, 
jind figh for the defk or the counter as 
the only antidote againft fpleen aad me- 
lanchc^y. 
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This uneafinefs in a ftate of feceffioti 
from the a&ive world, feems in a great 
meafure attributable to our own negli- 
gence. We paft our youth in the 
ardent purfuits of the pecuniary means 
of indulging our old age ; our thoughts 
are fo wholly employed on things pal- 
pable, that we have no leifure for Intel- 
kdhial exerctfe, and by difufe we lofe 
the habit of r^exion. Our purfc made 
^p, or our ambition gratified, we feel 
the fignal of languor, we hie to the coim* 
try> become miferable in ourfelves, and 
divert our neighbors with our ridiculous 
means to kill time. ^ 

Habit, the moft inffdious yet power- 
ful ruler of the mirtd, muft lend its aid 
to render any fituation permanently plea- 
fant. An occupation fo aftive as to 
leave no leifure, is furely therefore n6 
proper introduftion to the enjoyment of 
retirement. To pafs from hurry to in- 
i^ouj is to make a prcpofterous con- 

traft. 
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trail, and a moft irkfome exchange ; and 
this it was that caufcd Charles the Fifth, 
who, convinced of the futility of hu- 
man purfuit, and furfeited with ^yorldly 
grandeur, had retired to a monaftery, 
to regret thejofs of the dignity frorB 
which he had voluntarily feceded, and 
leaves it a doubt with pofterity whether 
his retreat did not fhorten a life it had 
rendered infupportably wearifome. 

But we are not to infer frpm the little 
advantage that is in general extraded 
from retii-ement, that the propeniity to 
it is a weaknefs of. our nature. It is na^ 
tural, and therefore a wife and fit 
endowment : it confifts admirably with 
the tenor of chriftianity, for though 
the heathen moraliils condemned it as 
a fubtraftbn from fociety, yet every 
difciple of the gofpel muft be convin- 
ced, that in the vocation or pleafures he 
has followed in the fpring of life, he 
has coniraded a debt which it requires 

the 
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the leifure of its autumn to balance. 
All the ancients feem to have connected 
piety and retirement. They not inele- 
gantly . held every grove facred to a 
deity; and the Brachmans of the Eaft- 
and the Druids of Britain conceived the 
barrennefs of a defart, or the gloominefs 
of a cave, auxiliary to religion and de- 
votion. 

An early habit of indolence, though it 
prefuppofes leifure, is a prelude no mor(i 
favorable Jo fatisfaftion in retirement 
than exceflive occupation. While we 
permit hours and days to pafs over our 
heads without adtion, we are furely not 
growing wifer and very rarely better ; 
but a man who intends to giv^ up his 
latter years to tranquil retreat may, in 
the difpatch of much bufinefs, prepare 
his mind for the renunciation of it. ' Sir 
Walter Raleigh had a temper prone to 
reflexion^ and meditation, and yet of 
the twenty-fbiar hours he tould fpar^ 
1 w 1 only 
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only four to fleep and two to convexfa-* 
lion, all the reft were devoted to bu^ 
fineftw The fineft fnoem in the Xngiiih 
language owes its birth to thdfe hours 
nfltiire allots to fleep, and Caefar, aftet 
the fatigue of a day fpent in his camp, 
could find relaxation in the evemng in 
\vriting a narrative of his a&ionsi 

In our own country we have two wit* 
nefles of the pleafures of retirement in 
our amiaWc poet Cowley and Sir 
William Teinplet.the former of thefc 
{)erfons fetms to have had an cnthu* 
fiaftic fbhdhefs ii^ folitude, a fondneft 
which it may fairly be fuppofed ^he time 
he lived ill tended to increafe, for who 
that had feen the o^iiiotions of Charles 
the Firft's reign with uncorrupted optics, 
but muft wiflhi for a recefs from the cares 
of the world ? On Sir WiHiam Tem- 
ple retirement lat with peculiar grace ; 
he had filled the higheft offices, he had 
di&harged the mioft ardprab ditties with 

honor 
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honor to faimfelf and advantage to hit 
country, and, in the decline of life, he 
quitted a court, where he had flione 
confpicuoufly, todiftufe his milder luftrc 
in a fmaller fphere, he retreated tfo 
learned eafe and elegant tranquillity, and 
left the world equally obliged to hii 
adiive and inafkive life. 
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To that each paffion turns or fooa or late. 

Popa» 

OF all the paflions . and affedlions 
that dlrecSt or occupy our aftions 
and thoughts, there is no one, be it 
ever fo potent or ever fo fubtle, that can 
dlfpute the government with that filently- 
enflaving power called Habit :— a power 
to whom we freely refign ourfelves, 
whom we fufFer to make us either vir* 
tuous or vicious, happy or miferable, 
juft as it wills, and whofe chains we 
wear without * perceiving that they gall 
us : nay often, when by-ftanders warn 
us of its approach, or endeavor to roufe 
us by ftlewing us that we are Ihackled, 
and no longer have the command of 
ourfelves, we reje<9; their caution and 
advice, deny the danger, and inftantly 

ruih on it, 

Wera 
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Were it po<fitA« to ftate the Account, an 
inquiry how far mankind arcdebtors anti 
creditors to this power wotdd beiDurious^ 
but the difficulty of arriving at a<icUracy 
wbaW impede the attempt ; iince, fuch is 
the ingratitude of the wdrid, few eVet ac^ 
knowledge themfelves indebted to habit 
for any thing they enjoy ; and all are 
ready ta excufe their errors by laying 
them to its charge* - * . 

Perhaps it will be found that th^ in- 
fluence of this ruler on individuals, is id 
general of a worfe tendency than wheii 
it operates on any body of meh,'Or On ^ 
whole people :' its fetters^' when applietl 
lingly, deprive us of our judgntent and 
render us inert, ndt oinfrequentiy to oui^ 
ruin ; but inftances ^tc tare of its produ- 
cing national eviL Vengeance fin* coHec"*- 
tive fin may be thought the punlfliment 
off habit, fupinenefs or aftivity in n 
J^eople may be attributed tb its pre- 
dominancy, and the mifchiefs arifing 

Vol. IK O from 
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^m either, habit will be called on 
to anfwcr for, yet a clofe inveftigation 
would moft probably prove that a very 
few of the community were fo fubjugated, 
but they happening to be thofe iathe 
moft confpicuous flations, or who fat at 
the helm of government, their example 
or authority prevailed againil all mili- 
tating exertions, and gave a charader 
to their country. 

Of the good produced by habit when 
operating on a body x)f men, we have 
recent and prefent proof. The writer 
to whom we are obliged for the very va- 
luable and curious faiftory of the fiege 
of Gibraltar, fays, that when the bom- 
bardment of that place had continued 
fome months, the men were fo accuf- 
tomed to it, that it was with difficulty 
their officers could make them ufe any 
care to avoid the Ihot ; that cannon balls 
and bomb -(hells were no impediment to 
their motions, and that they often fell 

clofe 
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clofe by men who had feen them com- 
ing and difregarded their approach. 
^ The inhabitants of fuch places as zxt 
within the reach of the lava of Vefu- 
vius, live at this moment in imminent 
danger : many muft have been eye-wit- 
neffes of the fpecies of deftruAion by 
which their country may finally be laid 
wafte, and yet they remain in the neigh* 
bourhood of their potent and capricious^ 
enenly. Natural attachment and their 
intereft counterbalanced their fears when 
at the highefl, and habit enables thent 
to follow their occupations or their 
amufements with the fame compofure 
as if they were in iafety. A citizen of 
Naples will fleep as foundly, and pro- 
vide for the future as carefully as any. 
inhabitant of Great-Britain, though he^ 
muft be aware that befide the common 
accidents of human life, which we are 
all expofed to, he js hourly menaced by 
a^ danger which nothing can avert or 
O 2 withftand. 
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withftand, and may probably etc the 
next fu0 rifea lay the whole couiitfyift 

fUifi9. 

Now, though it muft be fuppofed^ 
that in the firft mftance^^ fome men owed 
their deaths to the fupinenefs induced 
hy habit; and that, in the laft. deftruc*^ 
liotity whenever it comes, will be more 
fatal for ks influence, yet it muft be 
ewncd to, Have produced good dfeds i 
for had ajuft degreie of terror pofieSed 
the minds of the Oibraltsir ganjfon, had 
theii* hearts failed them, as well they 
inigbt, for fear, when they iaw tb^ . 
miffive inftrinnedts of de^th direAed at 
them^ no n^ilitary difcipline would have 
kept them to their pofts : their number 
might haVt in the end been greater, but 
the fortrefs would (bon have returned to 
its natural owner. And were the Nea-^ 
politans and other neighbors of Vefu- 
vius. awake to the peril they live under, 
a fine country would be unoccupied,, 
/ . aad 
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^nd themfelves and their pcrflerity beg- 
gars in a foreign land. * 

Were it not lor the force of habit, what 
Turk would remain in Conftantinople^ 
where the vifitation erf* the plague (a vi* 
fitation that at the diftance of upwardt 
of an hundred and twenty year* we think 
on with horror) fweeps off annually thou- 
fends of the inhabitant ? Certainly it 
Would be for their advantage, in point! 
of health, to divide or occupy a por- 
fiort of the world fittei» for their num* 
bets; but all Chfiflendom, while they 
feel fentiments irf benevolence for tite 
ftiffcring individuals, muft be very well 
contented that the power of kabit re* 
ftraios the Ottoman ambition by making 
them contribute to their own deftruc* 
tion. 

Thefe, and many other inftances, 
ever prefent to the imagination, prove 
the truth of an obfervation made by a 
very intelligent n«>dern traveller, whck 

fpeaking 
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fpeaking of the infenfibility produced 
by cuftom^ fays, he is pcrfuaded that 
were the earth to open daily, and devour 
a portion of its inhabitants, the furvivors 
would foon ceafe to be terrified, or aftp- 
niflied at it. 

I am confbrained to forbear obferving 
on the influence of this power when di- 
refted to individuals. I would proaiife 
my readers this cohfideration in a future 
cflay but my avocations force me prcr 
maturely to ^lofe my work. And here 
I feel the eSt&s I have been aflerting i 
laborious as the taik of compofition is 
deemedby many, Iquit it withreluftance : 
it has fometimes inconveniently em- 
ployed me ; it has abridged fome plea- 
lures, and it has required fome ftrug- 
gles with the vis inertia of the mind ; 
but liabit, all powerful habit, ^has not 
only reconciled me to it, it has endesired 
it to me; and, in every chafm of occu- 
pation, I fliall reflect oii thofc hour^ 

whea 
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when the neceffity of performing my 
engagement found me an amufement, 
and prevented my feeling the languor 
and mifery of indolence. 

Should the plan and execution of this 
trifling work engage the attention, and 
be honored with the approbation of my 
readers, and ihould no obftacle on my 
own part arifc, it is probable I may, at 
fome future leifurc, refume it, for in de- 
lifting I fubmit to neceffity, and I feel 
my powers invigorated by this exertion 
of ihem* 



FINIS. 
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^HE FRIEND of YOUTH, in 12 vols. Price u. 
•*• each, embeliiihed wkh bcjiutful FraiitiQ^ieces^partly 
tranrflated from Mr. Berquin, and other Frendi and 
Gemun Authors, and partly On^ai, bekg written 
-by the Editor himfelf, 

The Rev. Mark Anthony MeilaK, 
Editor of the Children's Friend in EngJifh* 

Printed for T. Uookham, Kovv Bond-ftKet. , 

The aiove is a Sequel to the Children's JRI^^'D) 
and like that Work intended to excite Attention, 'Che- 
rifh Feeline^ and Inculcate Virtue in the riiing Genera- 
tion.— ifany other Woik under a firoilar Tiric ihould 
appear, the Public nay he afiurcd it isan Enooach- 
inent 011 the prefent Editor's Kjght, who.^ave Intima- 
tion in Print a Year ago of his Intent iontO pvoduce 
this Work* 

To ht had as aho*9e^ 
I. THE CHlUDREN'sFRlENDin 2418QU. Wee lati 

a. A Colle^^ion of all the Theatrical Pieces that arc 
Dead by Mr* ht Tekkr, and prto^ ypidor his in* 
fpedlion. 

j.-'Coiiflanct, k 'K^vel, iti 4 vols, being Ae firft 
Literary Attempt of a young Lady, 12s. fewed. 

4. A Trahilation of that celebrated Work of M. dc 
Mercier's, called MoN BoKnet DE IjuIT, a vols. 4s. 
Alfo the Original. 

5. Orlando and Almeyda, a Legendary Talc, in the 
Manner of Dr. Goldfmith, is. 

6. Memoirs of Captain and Mifs Rivers, 3 vols. 
*los. 6cl. bound. 

7. Hiflory of Henrietta Mortimer, 2 vols. 6s. bound* 
S. Abridgment of a Plan for an honorable, effec- 
tual, and permanent Relief -of aM the Pooir in£ngland| 
by a Lady, 2s. 6d. 

9. Appendix to the Memoirs of Baron de Tott, 
printed of the {ame.Size, and intended to be bound with 
the Memoirs, 2s. 

10. Hifiory of Count Glichen, a German Nobleman, 
who had Permiffion from the Pope to marry two Wiv« 
at the fame Time, 2s. 6d. 

11. The Baftard, or Hiftory of Mr. Greville> by a . 
Lady, dedicated (by Permiffion) to his Royal Highnei^ 
the Prince of Wales, a volt. 6s. boundi 
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